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through physicality. Then came the 
tricky part: choreographing for bodies 
that had no experience in dance. Kuntz 
worked with each of the seven women to 
discover their own “movement vocabu-
laries,” and arranged the moves into a 
physical representation of each story. 

Not everyone is a stranger to dance. 
Gail Smedley, a middle school teacher 
and storyteller, draws from her famil-
iarity with Middle Eastern and North 
African styles of dancing. An employee 
of Western Washington University, Rose 
Marie Norton-Nader brings years of ex-
perience as a professional actor in New 
York to the Firehouse stage. Most par-
ticipants, however, have never before 
thought of themselves as dancers. 

Although the process presented new 
challenges for this seasoned choreog-
rapher, Kuntz is delighted with the re-
sults of working with bodies not trained 
in dance. “I just think their movement 
is more interesting,” she explains. The 
process means that each woman’s dance 
is a completely unique expression of her 
own story. The performers’ lack of train-
ing also makes the show more accessible 
to a wide variety of audiences, Kuntz 
notes. “It’s not some perfect dancer do-
ing it. It’s your neighbor.” 

THEATER

Thurs., Sept. 28
SERIAL KILLERS: The six-week run of “Serial 
Killers” kicks off tonight at 8pm and 10pm at 
iDiOM Theater, 1418 Cornwall Ave. The series 
pits six teams against each other, with one 
team getting voted off every week and ending 
Nov. 7 with the remaining team performing a 
full-length play. Tickets are $10. For more info: 
201-5464 or idiomtheater.com. 
AESOP’S FABLES: Last Leaf Productions performs 
six of Aesop’s Fables for ages four and older at 
7pm at the Bellingham Public Library, 210 Cen-
tral Ave. Entry is free. For more info: 676-6864.

Sept. 28 - Sept. 30
CAN’T TAKE IT: The Bellingham Theatre Guild 
begins its new season with a special Sept. 28 si-
lent auction and showing of the end-of-Depres-
sion-era romantic comedy  You Can’t Take It With 
You  at 6:30pm at 1600 H St. Proceeds benefi t 
Habitat for Humanity. Additional showings hap-
pen at 8pm through Sat. Tickets are $20 for the 
benefi t, $7-$11 for regular shows. For more info: 
733-1811 or Bellinghamtheatreguild.com. 

Sept. 29 - Sept. 30 
LONESOME WEST: Fighting brothers, booze-
peddling lasses, and a suicidal priests twill be 
part of the plot when Martin McDonagh’s  The 
Lonesome West  shows at 8pm at iDiOM Theater, 
1418 Cornwall Ave. Cost is $10. For more info: 
201-6564 or idiomtheater.com. 
DK & MORGAN: Longtime Bellingham impro-
visers DK Reinemer and Morgan Grobe perform 
their two-man show at 7:30pm, and Theatres-
ports takes the stage at 9:30pm at the Upfront 
Theatre, 1208 Bay St. At midnight Sept. 30, the 
boys will also provide a 21-and-over Late Night 

Cabaret. Tickets are $8-$10 for the early shows, 
$5 for the cabaret. For more info: 733-8855 or 
theupfront.com. 
FIDDLER, ROOF: Czarist Russia comes to life 
when the musical  Fiddler on the Roof  shows at 
7:30pm at the Anacortes Community Theatre, 
918 M Ave. Tickets are $16 and additional show-
ings happen through Oct. 28. For more info: 
(360) 293-6829 or acttheatre.com. 

Sat., Sept. 30
INTRO TO IMPROV: Sheila Goldsmith holds a 
free introductory improv class at 10:30am at 
Mindport Exhibits, 210 W. Holly St. For more 
info: 756-0756.

Sun., Oct. 1
RIDING HOOD: Seattle’s Thistle Theatre per-
forms its Bunraku puppet version of  Little Red 
Riding Hood  at 2pm at the Whatcom Museum, 
121 Prospect St. Tickets are $3-$4. For more 
info: 676-6981 or whatcommuseum.org. 
LEARN TO IMPROVISE: A free Improv Workshop 
for beginners starts at 7pm at the Upfront The-
atre, 1208 Bay St. No experience is necessary. 
For more info: 733-8855. 

Wed., Oct. 4
EVITA: The story of Argentina’s Eva Peron is 
brought to life when the musical  Evita  opens 
tonight at 7:30pm at Lynden’s Claire vg Thomas 
Theatre, 655 Front St. Tickets are $10-$12. For 
more info: 354-4425 or clairevgtheatre.org. 

DANCE

Fri., Sept. 29
OPEN DANCE: Attend a Public Dance Party from 
9-11pm at U & Me Dance, 1027 N. Forest St. 
Entry is $7-$12. For more info: 676-0292 or uan-
dmedance.com. 

Sat., Sept. 30
CONTRA DANCE: Beauty and the Beats will pro-
vide live tunes at tonight’s Contra Dance from 
7:30-11pm at the Fairhaven Library, 1117 12th 
St. Entry is $8. For more info: 676-1554 or bell-
inghamcoutnrydance.org. 
BELLY & BUFFET: Belly dancer Indigo and her 
students will perform at a Belly Dance Show-
case and Buffet at 7pm at India Grill, 1215 
Cornwall Ave. Tickets are $12 and include the 
21-course buffet. For more info: 714-0314.

stage
theater  dance  profi les

One woman’s life is ruled by numbers. Another is a nun with a pen-
chant for the forbidden. One delights in her body’s power and beauty, while another 
notes “they didn’t have a name for anorexia when I had it.” These stories and more 
will come to life through movement and dance when  That One Curve 
opens at the Firehouse Performing Arts Center this weekend.

A multimedia piece incorporating fi lm, dance, slides, theater 
and music,  That One Curve  was created by Bellingham dancer, 
choreographer and educator, Pam Kuntz. Kuntz, whose  The Mom 
Project  was a sellout hit last fall, has been simmering about this 
project for a long time. It was born out of “my years struggling 
with my body,” combined with concern about the media’s presen-
tation of women. “I think it’s dangerous, how we’re portrayed,” 
Kuntz says. This belief was driven home on a trip to the mall with 
her teenage stepdaughter. The 16-year-old was in good spirits 
until she entered a store wallpapered with posters of rail-thin 
models and staffed by super-skinny employees. “I saw her spirits 
plummet,” Kuntz recalls. “It pissed me off.” Kuntz concocted  That 
One Curve  to offer audiences an alternative to mainstream media’s 
typical representation of the female form.

To create the show, Kuntz solicited interviews from local wom-
en. The tremendous response allowed her to compose a well-balanced program 
representing a wide array of ages and viewpoints. The participants, who range from 
22-83 years old, recorded the tales of their bodies. Kuntz listened to each account 
over and over, eventually creating a framework to represent the central themes 

See It
WHAT: That One 
Curve

WHEN: 7:30pm, 
Sept. 29-30, Oct. 
6-7, 13-14

WHERE: Fire-
house Performing 
Arts Center, 1314 
Harris Ave.

COST: $10-$12

INFO: 758-7998 
or fi rehouseper-
formingartscen-
ter.com 

OneThat

CURVE

By Carolyn McCarthy 

A tale of seven bodies
Photo by Suzanne Fogarty

Argentina’s Eva Peron comes to life when Evita opens 
Oct. 4 at Lynden’s Claire vg Thomas Theatre (no, Ma-
donna will not be playing the title role).


