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THEATER  DANCE  PROF ILES

WHAT HAPPENS when you put a 93-year-old woman and a 
10-year-old boy in the same room and ask them to talk to each other? 
Choreographer Pam Kuntz did just that, and she thought they’d find a 
way to solve the world’s problems. 

“Honestly I did,” Kuntz says before a Sunday 
afternoon run-through of her new show, “Con-
versations,” which features the aforementioned 
duo—as well as a number of other intergen-
erational community members and three pro-
fessional dancers—finding new ways to inter-
act. “At first, they didn’t have anything to talk 
about. It was hard to find the common ground 
and the initial ‘how are they going to talk to 
each other?’ That was an interesting surprise.”

After moving past the age divide, Kuntz says 
the pairings of young and old—the perform-
ers range in age from 8 to 93—began to come 
together, with their different personalities in-
forming what the dances would look like. For 
example, Kai Steele is a beat boxer and hip-hop 
dancer, and he was paired with Marion South-
cott, who’s in a barbershop women’s group. 
When they started rehearsals, he was jumping 
all over her, while she wasn’t afraid to stand on 
the chairs. Their piece, Kuntz says, incorporates 
the physical and vocal nature of their playful 
interactions. Other vignettes incorporate poetry, Native American 
storytelling and various forms of movement and dialogue.

“We see and hear six different conversations between older and 
younger,” Kuntz explains. “But ‘conversations’ is a loose word when 

you’re talking to a modern dancer. So conver-
sation is an exchange between two people. 
Sometimes you might hear words, sometimes 
you may not. It’s a communication between 
two people.”

Kuntz says she’s learned a lot about the 
people who are taking part in “Conversa-
tions,” and is confident that wealth of knowl-
edge will translate to the stage when the 
show opens Jan. 9 at the Firehouse Perform-
ing Arts Center. Since she started incorpo-
rating community members into her perfor-
mances five years ago, Kuntz has discovered 
she’s addicted to pairing those who are not 
trained dancers alongside those with formal 
training. In addition to learning from their 
life experiences, she says it brings more peo-
ple into the world of dance.

After doing the “Parent Project” last year, 
Kuntz says she was anxious to glean more 
material from different segments of the pop-
ulation. She’d been feeling that the smarter 
folks in our society were the younger people 
and the older population, and that “all of us 
in the middle” were the ones messing ev-
erything up. After an initial hunt in local 
retirement centers and an email shout-out, 
she came up with the community cast, only 
one of whom had any formal dancing experi-
ence.

“One of the requirements was that they’d 
be performing live, and they would need to 
move, even if it was in their chair or their 
walker or whatever,” Kuntz says. With the 
help of the professional dancers—who make 
appearances throughout the show—they 
were all willing to hand themselves fully over 
to the creative process.

The end result? “It’s funny, and it’s mov-
ing,” Kuntz says. “It’s incredibly beautiful 
to see a 93-year-old and 10-year old dance 
together. To see them hold hands and walk 
across the room is beautiful—and they’re 
doing that on the stage, under lights, for 10 
minutes at a time. These people have been 
willing to let all of us in the middle remember 
the joy and freedom and generosity of youth, 
and to be patient with what’s ahead.” 

BY AMY KEPFERLE

Conversations
ACTION THROUGH THE AGES

STAGE
THURS., JAN. 8
GOOD, BAD, UGLY: Catch 
“The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly” at 8pm at the 
Upfront Theatre, 1208 Bay 
St. At 10pm, stick around 
for “The Project: Mad Com-
edy in the Making.” Cost is 
$5 for the early show, $3 
for the late one. 

    THEUPFRONT.COM  

JAN. 8-10
CODY RIVERS: The 14th 
incarnation of the Cody 
Rivers Show, “Meanwhile 
Everywhere,” can be seen 
at 8pm every Thurs.-Sat. 
through Jan. 17. Tickets 
are $10.  

    201-5464 OR 

CODYRIVERS.COM 

FRI., JAN. 9
DEAD PARROTS: As part 
of Sexual Awareness Week 
at Western Washington 
University, attend the 
Dead Parrots Society’s 
“Let’s Talk About You and 
Me” show at 7pm at the 
Viking Union Multipurpose 
Room. In addition to the 
improvisational theater, 
nosh on aphrodisiac appe-
tizers and desserts. Tickets 
are $5. 

    650-6146 

JAN. 9-10
DOUBLE TROUBLE: Three 
teams of two improvisers 
apiece will entertain at 
“Doubles Improv” at 8pm 
and 10pm at the Upfront 
Theatre, 1208 Bay St. Ad-
ditional “doubles” shows 
happen Jan. 16-17, too. 
Tickets are $8-$10. 

    733-8855 OR 

THEUPFRONT.COM 

JAN. 11-12
AUDITIONS: Stone Town 
Theatre Works, a new Bell-
ingham-based theatre group 
dedicated to “new and bold” 
interpretations of classical 
works, will  hold auditions 
for Shakespeare’s King Lear 
at 6pm at the Bellingham 
Theatre Guild, 1600 H St. 

   715-3364 OR DRUMMOND_

DW@HOTMAIL.COM 

SUN., JAN. 4
COMEDY NIGHT: A weekly 
“Comedy Night” happens 
at 8pm every Sunday at the 
Fairhaven Pub & Martini 
Bar, 1114 Harris Ave. 

    FAIRHAVENPUB.COM 

DANCE
WED., JAN. 7
BALLROOM DANCE: Sen-

timental Journey will 
provide live tunes at a 
free Ballroom Dance from 
6-8pm at the Leopold, 
1224 Cornwall Ave.

    733-3500 

FRI., JAN. 9
DANCE PARTY: A Public 
Dance Party featuring a va-
riety of music for ballroom, 
swing and salsa happens 
from 9-11pm at the Blue 
Moon Ballroom, 1213 Corn-
wall Ave. Show up at 8pm 
for a beginner lesson. Entry 
is $8-$10.

   THEBLUEMOONBALLROOM.

COM 

SAT., JAN. 10
MAMMA MIA: Ariel Libre 
will help bring out your 
“inner Dancing Queen” 
with goof-proof choreog-
raphy from Mamma Mia, 
tie-on costumes and much 
more from 4-5:30pm at 
the Firehouse Performing 
Arts Center, 1314 Harris 
Ave. Cost is $5.

    319-9963 

FOLKDANCE FUN: Macedo-
nians Goran and Adrijana 
Alachke will be joined by 
other Balkan musicians 
from Seattle to provide 
live music for tonight’s 
Folkdance Party. The fun 
happens from 8-11pm at 
the Fairhaven Library, 1117 
12th St. Suggested dona-
tions is $10-$15. 

    380-0456

TANGO BY BAY: No dance 
experience is necessary to 
take part in “Tango by the 
Bay” from 8-11pm at the 
Squalicum Yacht Club, 720 
Coho Way. Entry is $5. 

    734-5676

SUN., JAN. 11
SCANDINAVIAN DANCE: 
A monthly Scandina-
vian Dance happens from 
2-5pm at Norway Hall, 
1419 N. Forest St. Takk for 
Dansen and the North Star 
Fiddlers will provide live 
music. Entry is $8. 

    TAYOLSON@EARTHLINK.

NET             

TUES., JAN. 13
MOVIN’ OUT: The talents 
of musician Billy Joel 
and choreographer Twyla 
Tharp will be highlighted 
when the touring version 
of their rock ballet, Mov-
in’ Out, takes the stage 
at 7:30pm at the Mount 
Baker Theatre, 104 N. 
Commercial St. Tickets are 
$20-$55. 

    734-6080 OR 

MOUNTBAKERTHEATRE.COM

doit

SEE IT 
WHAT: Conversa-
tions
WHEN: 7:30pm Jan. 
9-10, 16-17, 23-24
WHERE: Firehouse 
Performing Arts 
Center, 1314 Harris 
Ave.
COST: $12. Tickets 
available at Village 
Books and at the 
door
INFO: firehouseper-
formingartscenter.
com

“Conversations” participants Skylar Walston and 
Harriet Napiecinski.
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