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BY AMY KEPFERLE

Wrinkles in Time
AGE IS JUST A NUMBER

WHEN ASKED how old she’ll be on her impending birthday, Noemi 
Ban laughs and flutters her eyelashes before answering, “Seventeen, of 
course!”

While those looking at Ban can figure out she’s no longer a flirty teenager—
she’ll be 88 by the time these words are printed—her infectious grin and easy 
laughter make it easy to see the scrappy kid and beautiful young woman she 
must’ve once been. That’s what makes it so difficult to reconcile the fact that, 
in 1944, Ban and her family were spirited away from their home in Hungary, 
sent in cattle cars to a concentration camp with the horrible, guttural name 
of Auschwitz and separated—never to be reunited—with the flick of a Nazi 
soldier’s whip.

When Ban takes the stage Oct. 1 for the debut of “Wrinkles…Grace in Time,” 
audiences can get a clearer picture of what it took for her to survive.

As part of Western Washington University instructor Pam Kuntz’s latest 
collaboration between community members and local dancers, Ban and 
the four other silver-haired women highlighted in the performance will 
share experiences—and some canny moves—from their long and varied 
existences. Recent WWU graduates Paige Fredlund and Sarah Schermer, 
along with Kuntz, will add to the mix with dance and dialogue that help 
propel the stories forward.

THEATER  DANCE  PROF ILES

stage

In addition to hearing about the heady 
decision Ban made to stay alive while be-
ing surrounded by people who wanted to see 
her die, audiences will also discover more 
life lessons via the stories of the four other 
women, the youngest of whom is a spry 71.

First, there’s poetry in motion with Doro-
thy Regal, who penned missives set to dance 
that focus on the folly of men, daughters 
becoming mothers and likening an aging 
body to a high-maintenance structure that 
requires a boatload of cash to operate. Ly-
nette Allen tap-dances her way through a 
lifetime of love and farewells, and Marge 
Moench shows that, hell, if you’re living, 
you’re still dying, so it’s better to live. Ban’s 
tale is next, followed by a fleet-footed duet 
with Barbara Sylvester and dancer Schermer 
that has them volleying both verbally and 

on the dance floor. 
Along the way, you’ll 
learn more about all 
five women, and the 
things they’ve discov-
ered through the de-
cades that have kept 
them on their feet.

“I couldn’t have 
asked for a more di-
verse pool of women,” 
Kuntz says. “I wasn’t 
picky about the story. 
I was looking for any-
body who was willing 
to share. And that’s 
tough, at this age, to 
be willing to dance 
and share your story.”

During the inter-
mission, while the 

performers visited the restroom or got a 
glass of water, Ban stopped to warn me that 
her piece might not be as cheery as the oth-
ers, as she was a Holocaust survivor. When I 
watched her story unfold, though, I thought 
the opposite. As she told of the orchestra 
comprised of prisoners that provided a life-
line to the outside world, I saw that hers is 
a story of resilience and hope. Don’t take 
life for granted, she says. Enjoy the time 
you have. It’s a message that bears repeat-
ing, no matter what your age is. 

WHAT: Wrinkles… 
Grace in Time
WHEN: 7:30pm 
Oct. 1-3, 8-10 and 
2pm Oct. 4 and 11
WHERE: Firehouse 
Performing Arts 
Center, 1314 Har-
ris Ave.
COST: $12
INFO: 510-4711

doit

SEPT. 30-OCT. 3
FAITH COUNTY: The Lynden Perform-
ing Arts Guild performs its run of Faith 
County at 7:30pm Wed.-Sat. at the Claire 
vg Thomas Theatre, 655 Front St. Tickets 
are $8-$12 and performances continue 
through Oct. 18.

   354-4425 OR CLAIREVGTHEATRE.ORG 

THURS., OCT. 1
GOOD, BAD, UGLY, BASSPROV: Catch “The 
Good, the Bad and the Ugly” at 8pm at the 
Upfront Theatre, 1208 Bay St. At 10pm, 
show up for a special show with BASSprov, 
an acclaimed two-man improv group from 
Chicago who portray blue-collar guys that 
spend their free time fishing and talk-
ing about sports. Cost is $3 for the early 
show, $6 for the late one. 

   733-8855 OR THEUPFRONT.COM 

OCT. 1-4
BRIGHTON BEACH: Neil Simon’s coming-of-
age play, Brighton Beach Memoirs, contin-
ues with performances at 8pm Thurs.-Sat. 
and 2pm Sun. at the Bellingham Theatre 
Guild, 1600 H St. Tickets are $7-$11 and 
additional showings happen Oct. 8-11.

   733-1811 OR 

BELLINGHAMTHEATREGUILD.COM 

OCT. 2-3
CHARLIE BROWN: The Fourth Corner 
Theatre presents its version of the You’re 
A Good Man, Charlie Brown musical at 7pm 
at the Lynden Pioneer Museum, 217 Front 
St. Tickets are $8-$12. 

   966-5670 OR 4THCORNER.ORG 

MID-LIFE MUSICAL: Mid-Life Crisis: The 
Musical shows at 7:30pm every Friday and 
Saturday through Oct. 17 at Mount Ver-
non’s RiverBelle Dinner Theatre, 100 E. 
Montgomery St. Tickets are $35 with din-
ner or $20 for dessert and the show. 

   (360) 336-3012 OR 

RIVERBELLEDINNERTHEATRE.COM 

SERIAL PLAY: Glenn Hergenhahn’s serial 
play, Be Glad as Children, as Birds in the 
Sky: The Story of the Brothers Karamazov as 
Told by the Monks of St. Augustine’s Abbey, 
finishes up its five-week run with 8pm and 
10pm showings at the theater’s digs at 
1418 Cornwall Ave. Tickets are $10. 

   201-5464 OR IDIOMTHEATER.COM 

HELLINGHAM: See the completely 
improvised murder mystery known as 
Hellingham at 8pm at the Upfront The-
ater, 1208 Bay St. (additional showings 
happen through the month). At 10pm, 
a competitive Theatresports match will 
ensue. Tickets are $8-$10. 

   733-8855 OR THEUPFRONT.COM 

OCT. 2-4
PARTY TO MURDER: Nearly Stellar En-
tertainment presents A Party to Murder 
at 7:30pm Fri.-Sat. and 2pm Sun. at the 
Quality Inn, 100 E. Kellogg Rd. Adult 
language and subject matter is on the 
bill for the murder mystery, so you might 
want to leave the kids at home. Tickets 
are $10 at the door. 

   (360) 303-4036 

SAT., OCT. 3
AUDITION #1: The Neighborhood Play-
house will hold auditions for A Christmas 
Carol from 1-5pm at Birchwood Presby-

Dorothy Regal, Lynette Allen, Barbara Sylvester, Marge Moench, and Noemi Ban take a break from the stage 
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