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A glance at what’s happening this week

WEDNESDAY [10.15.14]

ONSTAGE       
Dinner Theater: 7pm, Silver Reef Casino 
Vaudevillingham: 7pm and 9pm, Cirque Lab 
Shoe Me the Funny: 9pm, Horseshoe Cafe  

FILM
TGR’s Almost Ablaze: 7:30pm, Mount Baker 
Theatre 

THURSDAY [10.16.14]
ONSTAGE               
These Seven Sicknesses: 6:30pm, iDiOM Theater
Comedy Open Mic: 7-9pm, Underground Cof-
feehouse, WWU 
Pedal Punk: 7:30pm, Mount Baker Theatre 
Anything Goes: 7:30pm, Anacortes Community 
Theatre
Good, Bad, Ugly: 8pm, Upfront Theatre 
The Project: 10pm, Upfront Theatre 

FOOD  
Lynden Farmers Market: 12-5pm, Front Street 
School Garden Harvest Dinner: 6pm, Whatcom 
Middle School 

VISUAL ARTS
Lynden Craft & Antique Show: 10am-8pm, NW 
Washington Fairgrounds 

FRIDAY [10.17.14]
ONSTAGE     
These Seven Sicknesses:  6:30pm, iDiOM Theater  
Anything Goes: 7:30pm, Anacortes Community 
Theatre 
New Old Time Chautauqua: 7:30pm, Lincoln 
Theatre 
Hellingham: 8pm and 10pm, Upfront Theatre  

DANCE 
Hide & Seek: 7:30pm, Firehouse Performing Arts 
Center   

MUSIC
The Devilly Brothers:  6-9pm, BelleWood Acres
Mockingbird Revised: 7pm, Deming Library 
Bassekou Kouyate: 7:30pm, McIntyre Hall, 
Mount Vernon 

WORDS
Family Story Night: 7pm, Fairhaven Library 
Royce Buckingham: 7pm, Village Books 

COMMUNITY
Scream Fair: 6:30-10:30pm, NW Washington 
Fairgrounds, Lynden 

GET OUT 
Ski & Snowboard Swap: 4-9:30pm, Bloedel 
Donovan 
Gore & Lore Tours: 6pm, downtown Bellingham 
and historic Fairhaven 
Ghost Hunt Class: 7pm-12am,  Bellingham 

VISUAL ARTS
Lynden Craft & Antique Show: 10am-8pm, NW 
Washington Fairgrounds 

SATURDAY [10.18.14]
ONSTAGE             
These Seven Sicknesses:  6:30pm, iDiOM Theater 
Anything Goes: 7:30pm, Anacortes Community 
Theatre

Nick Swarsdon: 8pm, Mount Baker Theatre 
Hellingham: 8pm and 10pm, Upfront Theatre

DANCE 
Hide & Seek: 7:30pm, Firehouse Performing Arts 
Center
NBT’s Dracula: 7:30pm, McIntyre Hall, Mount 
Vernon 
Salsa Night: 9pm, Cafe Rumba 

MUSIC
Woodwind Concert: 6pm, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church 
Community Outreach Concert: 7pm, Unity 
Church 
Independence Cabaret: 7-10pm, Leopold Crystal 
Ballroom
Uncle Bonsai: 7:30pm, Fairhaven Library 

COMMUNITY 
Scream Fair: 6:30-10:30pm, NW Washington 
Fairgrounds, Lynden

GET OUT
Padden Half-Marathon: 9am, Lake Padden 
Ski & Snowboard Swap: 9am-2pm, Bloedel 
Donovan
Wild Whatcom Benefit: 4-9pm, Eagle’s Hall 
Gore & Lore Tour: 6pm, Bureau of Historical 
Investigation 
Ghost Walk: 6pm, Concrete Theatre  

FOOD     
Pancake Breakfast: 8-11am, Ferndale Senior 
Activity Center
Pancake Breakfast: 8-11am, Blaine Senior Center 
Anacortes Farmers Market: 9am-2pm, Depot 
Arts Center     
Bellingham Farmers Market: 10am-3pm, Depot 
Market Square  

VISUAL ARTS
Bellingham Comicon: 10am-5pm, Ferndale 
Events Center 
Lynden Craft & Antique Show: 10am-5pm, NW 
Washington Fairgrounds 

SUNDAY  [10.19.14]     
ONSTAGE
Anything Goes: 2pm, Anacortes Community 
Theatre 
These Seven Sicknesses: 3pm, iDiOM Theater

DANCE
Hide & Seek: 5pm, Firehouse Performing Arts 
Center

MUSIC
Downtown Mountain Boys: 2pm, Nancy’s Farm
Youth Concert: 3pm, Jansen Art Center, Lynden 

GET OUT
Chuckanut Enduro: 9:30am, Larrabee State Park 
Run, Walk and Roll: 10:30am, Squalicum 
Boathouse 
Wild Mushroom Show: 12-5m, Bloedel Donovan 
Community Building 

FOOD
Community Meal: 5-6:30pm, Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church 
Twin Peaks Cocktail Series: 6pm, Temple Bar 

TUESDAY [10.21.14]
MUSIC
Sanford Piano Series: 7:30pm, WWU PAC 

“Can I eat that?” and “Where does it grow?” will be questions that 
can be answered by experts when the Northwest Mushroomers 
Association hosts its 25th annual Wild Mushroom Show Sun., 
Oct. 19 at Bloedel Donovan

Standup comedian and 
actor Nick Swardson 
brings his ”Taste It” 
Tour to Bellingham for 
an Oct. 18 gig at the 
Mount Baker Theatre



3

CA
SC

A
D

IA
 W

EE
K

LY
 #

42
.0

9
10

.1
5.

14
 D

O 
IT

  2
  

M
A

IL
  4

  
V

IE
W

S 
 6

CU
R

R
EN

TS
  8

W
OR

D
S 

 20
G

ET
 O

U
T 

 22
ST

A
G

E 
 24

A
R

T 
 26

 M
U

SI
C  

28
 F

IL
M

  3
2 

B
-B

OA
R

D  
36

  
 F

O
OD

  4
2 

  
D

O 
IT

  2
 

EXPLORE it all
A T  S W I N O M I S H  C A S I N O  &  L O D G E

COSTUME CONTEST MONSTER CASH

THE LALAS

$100,000 instant win
Oct. 17-18 - 7pm, 9pm, 11pm and midnight

Oct. 31 - Nov. 1 midnight only
Chance to win up to $2,500 swipe, 

play & win.

now - november 1

SwinomishCasinoandLodge.com 1.888.288.8883

EXPLORE our
Rewards!

*Management reserves all rights

halloween costume contest!
Registration 5pm - 10pm 

Vote for your favorite costume!
First Prize - $1,000, Second Prize $750, 

Third Prize $500, Fourth Prize $250.
$100 ghost seat drawings!

october 31

L.A.’s Hottest Burlesque Show!
Tickets start at $30 available at the lodge 

front desk or online. One Show Only at 7pm. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 

COME IN COSTUME!

october 25
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Thank you for printing the terrific Priggee 

cartoon about climate change and coal trains 
burying the USA. He has a rare gift of creating 
cartoons that are clever, cogent and to the point. 
While many struggle to write about this vitally 
important subject, Priggee sums it up perfectly 
in one picture.

—Susan Kaun, Bellingham

THEFTINGHAM
I am absolutely fed up with the theft and vehi-

cle prowls in and around Bellingham. Take a walk 
around any neighborhood and you will witness 
shards of glass in the street—the same holds 
true at any of the local trailheads.

How about the stolen bikes? Out walking on Sun-
day there is a bike on the corner, missing a tire, 
with a lock that has been cut. I call this into the 
police. Tuesday morning on my walk to work the 
bike is still there. Anyone missing a purple Huffy?

It sickens me to see the good people of Bell-
ingham repeatedly victimized. Replacing a win-
dow, or bicycle, or stereo is not cheap!

I think our revenue collectors on their police 
motorcycles might need to check their priorities. 
It is time to get serious about this issue! I chal-
lenge our community leaders and our police de-
partment to do better!

—Gabe in Bellingham

OFF THE CHART
As a candidate in the upcoming election, I was 

pleased to open last week’s Cascadia Weekly to 
find a well-informed infographic about those of 
us seeking a seat on the Charter Review Commis-
sion. Given the Weekly’s limited access to infor-
mation about most unknown candidates (we each 
get just 100 words in the voter’s pamphlet) the 
piece was smartly done and fair. That being said, 
I feel compelled to make a slight but meaningful 
clarification. Specifically, I was correctly identi-
fied as being “Endorsed by the Whatcom Demo-
crats” while my photo was captioned “No Party 
Politics in Non-Partisan Races.” That apparent 
contradiction, on its’ face, seems ironic at best 
or hypocritical at worst. To be entirely accurate, 
the caption should have read “No Party Politics 
on Non-Partisan Commissions.”

I strongly believe that the Charter Review Com-
mission should not serve as a tool for winning 
elections, for anyone. We have an existing par-
tisan electoral system with plenty of divisive, 
battleground politics and the Charter Review 
Commission should be outside of that sphere. 
The Commission should function to improve gov-
ernment efficiency, and furthering partisan grid-
lock is counterproductive to that goal.

I sincerely appreciate the endorsement from 
the Whatcom Democrats. They sent me a survey 
and liked my responses, so I accepted their sup-

THISWEEK

Giving new meaning to the phrase “naughty nurse,” an Ital-
ian health care worker named Daniela Poggiali is suspected 
of killing at least 38 of her patients simply because they—
or in some cases, their relatives—annoyed her. MSN News 
reports that a prosecutor on the case claims Poggiali, 42, is 
a sadist “who draws pleasure in provoking the death of the 
patients in her care.”
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port. I was clear as to how I felt about 
the commission, and I find it honorable 
that they endorsed me anyway. If any 
other party had sent me a survey, I’d have 
answered it honestly too, but no others 
did. But in no way does this mean I have 
any obligation to support charter amend-
ments that benefit their party, or any 
party for that matter.

Regarding district-only voting, the 
Weekly was completely accurate in reflect-
ing my standpoint. I’m not for it. Not be-
cause of any party affiliation, but because 
I see it as an issue that only becomes rel-
evant in light of the most recent election 
results. The citizens of Whatcom County 
shouldn’t be asked, again, to make a 10-
year commitment to a charter amendment 
designed to benefit the short term goals 
of any political party. That goes for any 
issue in any case. That’s my platform.

—Eli Mackiewicz
Charter Review Commission Candidate; 

District 1

A LOT OF WIND, NO ENERGY
I saw Sen. Doug Ericksen’s claim to sup-

port small business and new energy sourc-
es. Not true! 

I am one of the many small business-
es in Whatcom County involved in solar, 
hydro, manure, bio-fuel, wood, wind and 
energy efficiency. I am also president of 
the Local Energy Alliance of Washington, 
an industry association. 

Ericksen has done nothing in his ten-
ure to help the local businesses work-
ing on supplying our own clean energy. 
This hurts the farm and forest landown-
ers where much of that energy could be 
produced.

In fact, there have been two important 
bills in front of the Senate to help us pro-
vide more of our own energy. These are not 
subsidies, but rather remove unnecessary 
regulation and open up markets. Things 
a true conservative should support! Yet 
Doug’s presence on the energy committee 
is the very reason these policies have not 
even had a fair hearing.

It seems Doug’s claim to being a con-
servative is only empty talking points. 
If he can’t support our local businesses, 
decrease regulation, open markets and in-
crease property rights, what good is he?

Let’s vote for an honest moderate in-
stead of a fake conservative! Seth Fleet-
wood has a proven record of supporting 
small business, being fair-minded, and 
staying loyal to his constituency.

—Terrance Meyer P.E.
Cascade Community Wind Company

Local Energy Alliance of Washington

ERICKSEN’S TOXIC AGENDA
I have to say in my 68 years I have rare-

ly observed such a corrupt and arrogant 
politician as Sen. Doug Ericksen. His most 
recent flyer displays a photo of

MAIL, CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Every Monday in September, Winners Club 
Members who earn 300 points receive a Seahawk 
Sleeve Blanket or other Seahawks Merchandise!
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Play Northwood’s Lucky Seven Birthday Collect & 
Win in October & November to win cash and prizes!

Winners Club Members get a FREE collect & win game 
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THE GRISTLE

  VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF CASCADIA WEEKLY  

views
OPIN IONS   THE GRISTLE

I t has been suggested that the 
recipients of this year’s Nobel 
Peace Prize are “safe choices” 

because they advocate for the 
rights of children and for the fair 
and respectful treatment of girls 
and women.

Fair enough.
Advocacy for an end to child la-

bor, for universal education, for 
strong trade unions, for economic 
justice and social democracy, and 
for an end to war and violence 
should not be controversial.

But it should be noted that this 
year’s recipients of the world’s most 
prestigious prize—India’s Kailash 
Satyarthi and Pakistan’s Malala 
Yousafzai—are not mild reformers. 
They are both bold, challenging 
and, yes, radical, in their language 
and their approaches. It is neces-
sary to point this out, because all 
too frequently the citizen recipi-
ents of the Peace Prize are present-
ed in soft focus, without a sense of 
the stances and actions that have 
gained them global recognition as 
peacemakers who address the root 
causes of violence.

Campaigns for the rights of chil-
dren, for universal access to edu-
cation, for an end to child slavery 
and exploitation are radical initia-
tives that challenge existing politi-
cal and economic orders—as when 
Satyarthi, the founder of Bachpan 
Bachao Andolan (Save the Child-
hood Movement), rejected simplis-
tic narratives about child labor.

“Children are employed not just 
because of parental poverty, illit-
eracy, ignorance, failure of devel-
opment and education programs, 
but quite essentially due to the fact 
that employers benefit immensely 
from child labor as children come 
across as the cheapest option, 

sometimes even for free,” argues 
Satyarthi, whose organizing, mass 
marches and long-term work with 
the International Labour Organi-
zation, with the International La-
bor Rights Forum and trade union 
movements in India are credited 
with freeing tens of thousands of 
children from modern-day slavery. 
“When a child is bonded to a street 
restaurant, the employer is usually 
an ordinary person of some remote 
village or town,” he explains, in 
an analysis that invariably brings 
global trade and the supply chains 
of multinational corporations into 
the debate.

Kailash Satyarthi and Malala 
Yousafzai are engaged activists 
who have not hesitated to chal-
lenge the most powerful politi-
cal and economic elites in their 
own countries—and to challenge 
international leaders. Remember 
that, when a then–16-year-old Ma-
lala Yousafzai met with President 
Obama, she did not merely accept 
the “Bravest Girl in the World” ac-
colade she has been accorded since 
she was shot in the head by a Tali-
ban gunman seeking to silence her 
campaigning for the education of 
girls in Pakistan. She told the presi-
dent that the drone strikes he was 
authorizing were wrongheaded. And 
she made sure that everyone knew 
about it, releasing a statement that 
noted, “I also expressed my con-
cerns that drone attacks are fuel-
ing terrorism. Innocent victims are 

killed in these acts, and they lead 
to resentment among the Pakistani 
people. If we refocus efforts on ed-
ucation it will make a big impact.”

In her autobiography, Malala 
Yousafzai recalls coming of age in 
an intellectually adventurous and 
politically active Pashtun fam-
ily, with anticolonialist roots. Her 
grandfather “would rail against the 
class system, the continuing power 
of the khans and the gap between 
the haves and have-nots.” Her fa-
ther was inspired by activists who 
“talked a lot of sense, particularly 
about wanting to end the feudal 
and capitalist systems in our coun-
try, where the same big families had 
controlled things for years while 
the poor got poorer.”

She explains that her father en-
tertained debates about “secular-
ism and socialism on one side and 
militant Islam on the other.” In 
2013, when Pakistani socialists 
gathered in Lahore for an annual 
conference, reports on the confer-
ence highlighted the moment when 
a Pakistani from Britain announced 
that he had a statement from a re-
covering Malala Yousafzai, which 
concluded, “I am convinced Social-
ism is the only answer and I urge all 
comrades to take this struggle to a 
victorious conclusion. Only this will 
free us from the chains of bigotry 
and exploitation.”

Those may not sound like “safe 
choice” words to everyone. But it is 
worth noting that other recipients 
of the Nobel Prize for Peace have 
made statements that were heard 
at the time—and even now—as 
radical.

This work is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 
License

BY JOHN NICHOLS

Laureates
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNERS ARE RADICALS—AND THAT’S A GOOD THING

CARWRECK: Surefooted Whatcom County Executive Jack 
Louws stepped off the curb into a deep hole at a region-
al transportation planning meeting last week, reject-
ing a Lummi initial offering for improvements at Slater 
Road, angering tribal leaders.

Crossroads of Whatcom County, gateway to Ferndale, 
Bellingham, Cherry Point, and Lummi Island, the Inter-
state-5 interchange at Slater Road is also one of the 
most dangerous sections of road in the county—with 
high speeds, limited sight distance and meager exit 
ramps that in peak hours can actually pile stacked cars 
back out on to the freeway. Slater Road will also ser-
vice the county’s proposed new jail site, along with an 
expected increase in emergency vehicle traffic. Finally, 
with the anticipated growth of commerce and traffic at 
the next freeway interchange south—Bellingham’s Bak-
erview corridor—congestion and dangers at Slater may 
only increase, county transportation planners predicted 
to County Council last year.

A proposed near-term solution would be the addition 
of  compact round-abouts on Slater Road that would 
help calm traffic pending more extensive improvements 
on the Exit 260 interchange in the Washington State 
Dept. of Transportation (WSDOT) planning horizon. 

Accordingly, County Council moved proposed improve-
ments up on their 2015 Transportation Improvement 
Plan (TIP), a planning document that sets priorities for 
the next six years (through 2020) in order for projects to 
be eligible for state and federal assisting funds. Coun-
cil unanimously approved the county’s six-year TIP at 
their Sept. 30 session. The approved TIP was sent on 
to the Whatcom Council of Governments (WCOG) trans-
portation policy board, a 16-member intergovernmental 
agency (including the cities and tribes) that coordinates 
regional transportation planning with state and federal 
transportation authorities. The board was set to ap-
prove the TIP Oct. 8.

The round-abouts would cost about $300,000, and 
were introduced as a concept to board members by Ex-
ecutive Louws during the WCOG’s transportation board 
meeting in July. County Public Works had announced the 
proposed project in an Aug. 6 press release.

“I’m pleased that we are able to provide this interim 
solution to the ongoing traffic challenge that we have at 
Slater Road,” Louws announced in that release. “What-
com County has financial commitments of support from 
the Lummi Nation and is working with the City of Bell-
ingham and City of Ferndale for similar support.  This is 
such a great example of the strength of  collaboration 
with local jurisdictions.”

The Slater exchange is also gateway to Lummi Nation, 
and the tribe had expressed interest in assisting county 
efforts there, authorizing a payment of $70,000, one-
quarter of the estimated near term costs to help with 
construction of the round-abouts.

State highway officials at the WCOG meeting noted 
that WSDOT had been meeting with the Lummi Nation 
for approximately two years in preparation for the tribe’s 
Slater Road improvement process, and had officially 
launched the study period Sept. 10.

The announcement prompted a bitter outburst from 
Louws, who said he had only been made aware of meet-
ings between WSDOT and Lummi Nation the previous 
week, when he was briefed by WSDOT staff regarding 
potential improvements to Slater Road needed to ac-
commodate the tribe’s plan for a large-scale commercial 
development on tribal trust land in that area. Louws 
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info@brandywinekicthen.com

FREE
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601 West Holly St.  •  Bellingham, WA
360-75-BEERS (752-3377)

ChuckanutBreweryAndKitchen.com

CHUCKANUT BREWERY
& KITCHEN

October

Locavore Menu

w/ Potato 

Leek Soup

Bean StopCoffee Porter TappingOct 17TH at 8PM

THE GRISTLE
expressed disappointment that neither 
he nor county staff had been invited 
to or informed about those meetings—
this, despite having briefed the council 
and issuing a press release about it in 
August. Council members present at the 
WCOG meeting were astonished at the 
aggression of the executive.

Lummi Chairman Tim Ballew II, also 
present at the meeting, expressed sur-
prise and exasperation with Louws, not-
ing that Lummi staff had spoken with 
county staff about the Slater project on 
numerous occasions. Ballew said he felt 
ambushed by Louws.

“Perhaps I didn’t express myself as 
diplomatically as I might have,” Louws 
admitted, “but I was clear the con-
cerns I was expressing were those of 
the office of the County Executive and 
not a reflection of the wider county 
government.”

Louws litigated his concerns to the 
state in calls to the governor and state 
highway officials, complaining that 
they had not adequately looped his of-
fice into their early planning. Louws had 
expressed similar frustrations earlier in 
the summer when he briefed County 
Council about what he perceived as a 
lack of transparency in what Lummi Na-
tion was planning on their trust lands at 
Slater Road.

In a letter to Chairman Ballew, Louws 
formally rejected the terms of Lummi’s 
$70,000 offer, noting “Whatcom County 
is one of several partners addressing 
the transportation needs of the Slater 
Road/Interstate-5 interchange area... 
However, [the proposed agreement] po-
sitions Whatcom County to have the pri-
mary responsibility to ‘develop a long-
term solution’ for the transportation 
improvements for this regional multi-
jurisdictional issue.”

Louws said he could not subject coun-
ty taxpayers to the potential costs of 
the lead role, but his statements cannot 
easily be reconciled with his irritation 
that the county is not in a more promi-
nent role in transportation planning. In 
their proposed agreement, Lummi Na-
tion acknowledges the county’s lead.

“Whatcom County is committed to 
completing this project whether or not 
the Lummi Nation provides a financial 
contribution,” Louws argues at cross 
purposes  in the same letter.

His complaint is an old one with the 
tribes, who negotiate government-to-
government with the state and feds in 
a way that loops out local jurisdictions; 
it’s also a complaint that doesn’t change 
anything. It’s clear the tribes operate at 
least at the potency of state agencies.

The county needs Lummi partnership; 
the county needs Lummi goodwill. 
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10.08.14
WEDNESDAY

A Bellingham teen faces more than five years in prison for 
breaking into a woman’s home and trying to kill her last January. 
Prosecutors say Jacob Allen Carmickle, 16, was high on drugs when 
he forced his way into the woman’s home near Barkley Village. He 
brutally beat the 44-year-old woman and left her for dead.

A federal judge says she does not have enough information to 
grant a temporary restraining order that would make sweeping 
changes to Washington’s mental health system. The chief justice at 
U.S. District Court in Seattle said she sees serious constitutional 
concerns in the way the state handles mentally ill people who sit 
in jails for extended periods awaiting competency evaluations and 
treatment. Lawyers for disability rights groups filed the restraining 
order request, asking the court to force the state to cut the wait 
lists and provide treatment for inmates found to be incompetent to 
help with their defense. The judge gave the state until the end of 
the month to provide her with potential remedies.

A man who led police on a high-speed chase on Interstate-5 last 
week is formally charged. The driver faces four felony charges stem-
ming from the chase, including two counts of assault with a deadly 
weapon for hitting a police officer and a patrol car with his vehicle. 
No officer was injured. The chase south on I-5 reached speeds of 
over 100 miles per hour and ended with the driver ditching the  
vehicle and attempting to flee on foot. He’d recently been released 
from the King County Jail for another felony eluding case.

10.09.14
THURSDAY

A Whatcom County Jail corrections officer is arrested in a 
child sex sting in Skagit County. He and five others were caught 
by police through a month-long undercover investigation where 
officers posed as children online to catch potential online preda-
tors. The suspects were led to believe they were meeting teens for 
sex, but were met by police officers with handcuffs instead. The 
officer was terminated when Whatcom County officials learned of 
his arrest in September.

10.13.14
MONDAY

Following emotional testimony, Bellingham City 
Council unanimously approves the creation of  Coast 
Salish Day in Bellingham,  replacing Columbus Day 
with a recognition of the indigenous people who 
were already here when European explorers arrived.

PeaceHealth Saint Joseph Medical Center re-
sponds to public outcry and agrees to  keep the 
doors open at the Adult Day Health Program  until 
a replacement facility comes on line in Lynden next 
year. PeaceHealth plans to permanently close its 
south campus and had announced that it would end 
adult day health at the end of this year, upsetting 
Alzheimer’s patients and family caregivers.

 A gap widens in support for competing gun ini-
tiatives.  A new poll suggests support for a ballot 
initiative that would expand background checks 
requirements to all firearm sales and transfers in 
the state has lost a little ground in the past few 

months, but not nearly as much as support for a 
competing measure that would prevent such ex-
pansion. The Elway Poll finds 60 percent of voters 
are inclined to vote for Initiative 594, which seeks 
universal background checks. The poll also finds 
just 39 percent are inclined to vote for the compet-
ing Initiative 591. If both pass, their fusion could 
create headaches for lawmakers.

10.14.14
TUESDAY

 Bellingham Police effortlessly catch a robber at 
Banner Bank downtown.  The suspect delivered a 
note to a teller that said, “This is a bank robbery.” 
Employees reported that the suspect exited the 
bank and was lingering nearby.  Officers arrived 
and contacted the robbery suspect just outside of 
the bank and he was detained without incident. He 
did not have a weapon. Police say the 64-year-old 
admitted he’d committed this crime.

Whatcom County planners say they need more 
time to work out some details before a permanent 
marijuana business ordinance is presented to pol-
icymakers. County Planning and Development Ser-
vices requests  an extension of the temporary ban 
on marijuana cultivation.  Planners must consider 
what current rules might need to be changed to 
permit those operations. 

Th
e 

Week that W
asBY TIM JOHNSON

LAST WEEK’S 

NEWS
OCT08-14

currents ›› last week’s news

Bottles of marijuana-infused soda started exploding on the shelf at Top Shelf Cannibis, leaving a sticky mess but no injuries. A yeast imbalance in 
the pomegranate soda caused too much carbon dioxide in the fermentation process, the manufacturer explained.

NORTHWEST PASSAGES
The City of Bellingham has a new planning director. Mayor 

Kelli Linville has announced she’s hired Rick Sepler to head 
the city’s Planning and Community Development Department. 
Sepler has held a similar position in Port Townsend since 
2006. He’s taught planning at the University of Washington 
and served as a hearing examiner for Ferndale, Mount Vernon, 
and other western Washington cities. Sepler replaces Jeff 
Thomas, who departed last summer.

The BP refinery at Cherry Point will no longer accept any volatile crude 
oil from North Dakota unless it arrives on newer-model tank cars. The 
change comes amid public concern about the safety of shipping crude 
by train after several deadly derailments resulting in fiery explosions.
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ALL STABBY OVER TABBY
On Nov. 9, a man armed with knives attacked 
two veterinary employees after he learned his 
beloved cat died. Bellingham Police say the 
57-year-old was angry about the death of his 
ailing cat and attributed the death to veter-
inarians that had provided treatment to the 
animal. He pulled out a kitchen knife that he 
had brought with him and stabbed at one of 
the veterinarians. The woman was able to get 
the knife away from him and fled to the back 
of the business. He then pulled out a second 
kitchen knife and threatened front desk staff 
before fleeing from the area. The veterinari-
an’s hand was cut during the altercation and 
she was treated at the scene by Bellingham 
Fire Department medics.

Minutes later, as officers were searching the 
area for the man, they learned he’d walked into 
a second veterinary hospital in Bellingham’s 
Fountain district and, without saying a word, 
stabbed another employee in the neck. Med-
ics treated her at the scene. Police caught up 
with the cat owner and took him to jail. He 
was charged with two counts of first degree 
assault and of possessing weapons capable of 
producing bodily harm.

On Oct. 4, Bellingham Police checked on 
a man near Walmart who was armed with 
knives and apparently suffered from mental 
health issues.

NEW TWIST ON OLD STORY
On Oct. 4, a man called Bellingham Police to 
complain that the mail carrier was taunting 
his dog.

THE STATE OF INTELLIGENCE
On Oct. 5, a Blaine business reported a tran-
sient was yelling obscenities at patrons and 
employees. The man told police he was work-
ing for the Central Intelligence Agency and 
was conducting interviews for them. “He ad-
vised the officer he would catch a bus out of 
town first thing in the morning to his next 
secret assignment,” police reported.

HIJINKS OFF THE LINKS
On Sept. 17, a concerned citizen called 
Blaine Police to report teenagers driving 
erratically in a white station wagon with 
what appeared to be legs hanging out of the 
driver’s window. Officers found the car as 
it pulled into the owner’s driveway. A teen-
aged member of the household was driving 
and accompanied by two friends. The driver 
said that what looked like a leg had actually 
been a golf club in a protective sock, but he 
did not have a compelling explanation about 
why he was handling sports equipment while 
driving. The car was parked for the evening. 

HAVING FUN WITH 9-1-1
On Oct. 5, Bellingham Police responded to a 
call from a man who thought his girlfriend 
may have killed herself. “The man then said 
it was a prank and hung up while yelling at 
someone in the background,” police report-
ed. “Officers responded and contacted the 
girlfriend, who said she was faking and did 
not know her boyfriend would call 911.”

On Oct. 4, University Police responded to a 
call from a dorm room at Buchanan Towers. 
The caller heard someone yell, “help me, help 
me,” followed by the slam of a car door. The 
caller observed a car leaving the area. Cam-
pus cops checked the area and received a call 
from a woman who said she was joking with 
a friend. She “had no idea it sounded suspi-
cious. She is fine,” police reported.

POOP PATROL
On Sept. 20, a Samish Way business owner con-
tacted Bellingham Police to discuss the prob-
lems he and other business owners are experi-
encing with the increasing homeless numbers 
and what can be done to alleviate some of the 
problems—human waste, trash, camps, drugs.

On Sept. 21, businesses at the Lakeway shop-
ping center again complained to Bellingham 
Police about ongoing problems with homeless 
people sleeping on the property, leaving hu-
man feces, trash and needles behind. Police 
spoke to the group sleeping on the property 
and told them not to do that anymore.

On Sept. 26, students at the Maritime Her-
itage Park fish hatchery complained to Bell-
ingham Police about a man who drives his 
van to the park, “who attracts attracts nu-
merous other homeless to the location. They 
reported that the group litters, drinks alco-
hol, smokes marijuana and defecates in the 
bushes,” Bellingham Police reported.

CITY OF EXCITED SUBDUALS
On Oct. 10, police spoke to a man “who is 
new to Bellingham [who] was threatening 
others at Maritime Heritage Park. He was 
contacted by police and resisted arrest.” Po-
lice introduced the man to a bunk at the jail 
for disorderly conduct and resisting arrest.

On Oct. 12, two people reported being 
sprayed in the face with mace during a con-
frontation with a former acquaintance in 
downtown Bellingham.

SAYONARA ALOHA
On Oct. 6, Bellingham Police contacted a man 
at the Aloha Motel on Samish Way regarding 
suspected drug activity. Police learned the 
man was wanted on a U.S. Marshal’s warrant 
out of Missouri. The 31-year-old was arrested 
and booked into jail.

On Oct. 9, Bellingham Police arrested anoth-
er guest at the Aloha Motel for possession of 
methamphetamine and heroin. 

FUZZ 
BUZZ

8
ABOUT 1 in 8 women (about 12 percent) in the United States will develop invasive 

breast cancer over the course of her lifetime. October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.

232,670 2,360
ESTIMATED cases of invasive breast 
cancer expected to be diagnosed in 

women in the U.S. in 2014, along with 
62,570 new cases of non-invasive (in 

situ) breast cancer.

ESTIMATED cases of invasive breast 
cancer were expected to be diagnosed 

in men in 2014. A man’s lifetime risk of 
breast cancer is about 1 in 1,000.

2.8 85
MILLIONS of women in the United 

States with a history of breast cancer, 
including women being treated and 

women who have completed treatment.

PERCENT of breast cancers that 
occur in women who have no family 
history of breast cancer. These occur 

due to genetic mutations that happen 
as a result of the aging process and 
life in general, rather than inherited 

mutations.

2
A woman’s risk of breast cancer is approximately two times greater if she has a first-
degree relative (mother, sister, daughter) who has been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
About 15 percent of women who get breast cancer have a family member diagnosed 

with it.

2 1
A women is diagnosed with breast 

cancer in the United States every two 
minutes. It is the second leading cause 
of death among women in Washington.

RANK of Washington for incidence of 
breast cancer among the 50 states. 

Washington has a breast cancer 
incidence of 139.20 reported cases per 

100,000 population.

7
THE incidence of breast cancer declined 7 percent from 2002 to 2003, a trend of 

decline that has continued for more than two decades. This decrease was thought to 
be due to the decline in use of hormone therapy after menopause that occurred after 
the results of the Women’s Health Initiative were published in 2002. This study linked 
the use of hormone therapy to an increased risk of breast cancer and heart diseases. 

SOURCES: American Cancer Society; Breast Cancer Research Foundation

index
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currents ›› Voter’s Guide

VOTER'SGUIDE
BY TIM JOHNSON

TWO PRINCIPLES SHOULD GUIDE VOTERS ON ELECTION DAY:

THE FIRST IS AN IRON LAW—you vote for the 
individual, but you elect the caucus. Within 
that is a second rigid requirement—what’s this 
guy done for us lately?

American politics operates in an era where po-
larities are stronger than the parties that pro-
mote them, which is a way of saying that parties 
no longer control and restrain strongly held views 
in the pursuit of consensus and the compromise of 
lawmaking. Strongly held views control the par-
ties, one party in particular, and they’ve become 
almost parliamentary in their pursuit of doctrine.

Maybe you like a candidate, but they’ll be 
working for the caucus. Only if they care a 
great deal will they be able to reach around 
outside that duty to solve problems that actu-

ally exist in the world.
The work facing the Legislature over the next 

two years is profound, with lawmakers under 
court order to close an almost $4 billion gap 
in public education. That’s without even count-
ing the legislative work that must be done in 
response to climate change and replacing the 
state’s badly degraded bridges, roads, harbors, 
railways and rail crossings.

It’s going to require teamwork and an honest 
dedication to the task. Gridlock just won’t do it.

The trick in this election will be to get the 
people who will inherit the earth to care about 
the earth they will inherit. Voting is the ab-
solute minimum expression of that, a privilege 
people have shed blood to defend. Vote.

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE,  
ST N RESSI NA  ISTRI T

Suzan DelBene, Democrat

Suzan DelBene personifies our twin prin-
ciples—she’s part of a caucus that tries to 
get things done in Washington, D.C. Lord 
knows, the Democrats are not perfect, but 
they at least show an interest in public pol-
icy and governance, and the state’s Con-
gressional Democrats in particular show 
dedication and coordination in bringing 
state goals to the attention of the feder-
al government. DelBene also understands 
her district and focused her energies on 
farming, job development and economic 
fairness, women’s health and immigration 
reform. That last issue is keenly important 
to farmers with seasonal crops that require 
migratory labor.

At a time where moving bills through the 
House of Representatives was nearly impos-
sible, she got quite a bit done. She’s smart 
and capable, and she has more left to do.

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE,  
N  N RESSI NA  ISTRI T

Rick Larsen, Democrat

Rick Larsen is the archetype of the mod-
erate, pragmatic Democrat, and all the 
imperfections that implies. Larsen works 
for the goals that are important to his 
district—jobs, transportation and infra-
structure projects. He’s advanced progres-
sive goals nationally, fighting for health 
care, voting rights, student loan reform, 
and greater controls on the financial 
sector following the meltdown of 2007. 
Though we could wish for a more liberal 
firebrand and stalwart in what is surely 
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THE INITIATIVES
INITIATIVE 
Would compel the Legislature to allocate funds to reduce class sizes in public schools by hiring more 

teachers, administrators and school district support staff. Washington ranks third worst in the nation in 
class size, yet the ratio of students to teacher is roundly understood to be critical in providing an excellent 
education. The Legislature understands this, and came close to passing something similar to I-1351 last 
session. They need some prodding. Is I-1351 perfect? No; in fact, it creates a few revenue problems the 
Legislature would have to work together to solve. Passing it would tell them to get to work.

Vote Yes

INITIATIVE 
Very simply, closes a loophole that permits a less rigorous standard for gun sales online and at gun shows 

than is currently in place for licensed dealers and sellers of firearms. To purchase a gun in person from 
a dealer, a buyer must submit to a background check, a screening for a criminal record or mental health 
issues that could indicate the buyer really shouldn’t have easy access to a gun. If passed, this law would 
require similar background checks for other commercial gun sales transactions in Washington. Will it forev-
er end crime? Will it stop gun violence? No, of course not; but it will but it will save lives. It has in states 
that have passed similar measures.

Vote Yes

INITIATIVE 
If passed, would restate what anyone with an IQ of 12 already knows: People have a right to own guns; 

and you can’t seize a person’s property without due process. Duh. Hidden inside this sneaky little bomb, 
though, is a trigger that would probably blow apart the previous initiative by forcing background checks to 
the lowest standard nationally. Even if voters close the loophole in I-594, the gun lobby can force it wide 
open with this devious countermeasure.

Vote No

ADVISORY VOTES
Times change, procedures change. But some housekeeping measures supported by the Legislature require 

a vote of the people to enact.

SENATE I  
 A bipartisan majority of legislators came together earlier this year to clarify that marijuana is not a farm 

product eligible for tax breaks like wheat or dairy. Closing this loophole could give the state access to 
about $24 million in taxable revenue from the cultivation of marijuana, one of the goals and benefits of 
the legalization measure supported by voters. The Legislature approved this by a vote of 112 to 42, but 
now they need your vote to close the loophole.

Vote to Maintain

EN R SSE  SU STITUTE USE I  
A majority of legislators came together earlier this year to clarify that federally recognized Native 

American tribes must follow the same tax rules as state and local governments when it comes to privately 
leasing land that is owned exclusively by the tribe. Now they need your approval.

Vote to Maintain
CITY OF BLAINE
PROPOSITION NO. 
Should the name of Blaine be changed to Blaine Harbor? Aren’t most cities on Washington’s coast 

assumed to have a harbor waterfront? It’s an expense and a gamble that changing a name changes an 
identity. Blaine is a city with only three sides and a backyard bordering on another country. Many of her 
problems are poured right into the foundation, but it is still a lovely mansion.

Vote No

the bluest district in the bluest state on 
the bluest coast, what’s the alternative? 
A tea party jihadist who’s pledged to 
undo all we’ve mentioned?

We can work on moving Congress for-
ward, but it won’t help by moving the 
district backward.

PUBLIC UTILITY ISTRICT   
COMMISSIONER ISTRICT 

This is the only race that will be on 
every Whatcom County ballot, and we’re 
of a divided opinion on it. Jeff McClure 
has been an excellent commissioner and 
has brought both the rigor and vigor of 
an entrepreneur to the agency. With its 
capacity to serve water, power and oth-
er utilities, the quiet little PUD will play 
a vital role in some of the most import-
ant issues that will unfold in the county 
over the next six years. We can’t help but 
agree with Bob Burr, however, that a price 
ought to be paid for the commission’s de-
cision to supply water to Gateway Pacific 
Terminal, through the transfer of a con-
tract with the previous property owner. 
Expedient and rote, the decision was 
made and likely cannot be clawed back; 
but it frittered away one of the most im-
portant assets Whatcom County has in 
considering the merits of the coal pier, at 
the very least a prize that might bargain 
important concessions from the project 
applicant. No urgency required their pre-
emptive action.

Jeff McClure’s the better choice for the 
larger role the PUD will play in coming 
years; but if your issue is thwarting coal, 
vote for Bob Burr.

STATE REPRESENTATIVES, T  ISTRICT

 
Democrats

These two are easy. Jeff, who serves on 
the enormously important House commit-
tees on technology, transportation and 
the environment, didn’t even draw a chal-
lenger. Kris’ opponent has barely shown up. 
But like DelBene, Kris personifies our twin 
principles. She’s guided by a steadfast mis-
sion, to improve public education for the 
benefit of our children, and she’s been a 
tiger mom getting that done. It’s the most 
important thing the Legislature will work 
on next year, and she is needed. But she 
also understands her district and serves on 
committees focused on agriculture, natural 
resources and the environment.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE  
ISTRICT  POSITION 

 Democrat

His caucus is pretty toxic, but we want 
to say a few things in praise of Republi-

can Vincent Buys: He takes his job and his 
district very seriously—he never misses 
a vote in Olympia—he is polite and not 
condescending to the broad diversity of 
opinion in his district, and—where he’s 
been able—he’s even reached across 
the aisle to get stuff done for the peo-
ple he serves. He cares. Buys is a nearly 
pitch-perfect representative of the re-
drawn 42nd Legislative District, certainly 
deserving of the office he holds.

But then there’s that caucus, and with 
the work the Legislature faces Cascadia 
Weekly really cannot recommend empow-
ering more gridlock by returning that 
caucus to Olympia in numbers.

Joy Monjure understands the agricul-
tural roots and economy of the 42nd Dis-
trict. Her background in public works is 
well-suited to the task of protecting and 

enhancing water resources for sustainable 
agriculture. She knows the state needs to 
plan and protect against the ravages of 
global climate change. And she recogniz-
es that the district cannot thrive without 
a quality education for its children. She’s 
pledged to help solve the problems the 
state faces.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE ISTRICT  
POSITION 

 Democrat

Republican Luanne VanWerven is just 
light years beyond the arrogant neander-
thal whose seat she seeks to replace in 
Olympia, who never did a damned thing 
for his district. Luanne seems to under-
stand that we pay people a salary to ac-
tually get things done in Olympia. She’s 
a good fit for her district and, like Buys, 
we sense that where she could, where 
possible, she’d reach across and try to 
achieve some broadly shared goals with 
colleagues south in the 40th District.

But then, there’s that caucus again, 
and Van Werven is already on record say-
ing she will fight any possibility that the 
state’s badly broken revenue structures 
might be repaired. 

The state has a structural deficit, and 
is heavily reliant on sales taxes that poor-
ly capture the economic growth that has 
actually occurred in Washington. Public 
revenue captured as a percentage of the 
state’s economic output has been collaps-
ing for decades, and certain aspects of the 
state’s revenue structure that are grossly 
unfair would, if improved, also yield ad-
ditional revenue. Our state is richer; our 
schools are not. But Luanne is on record 
that she’ll do absolutely nothing to assist 
that, and instead doubles down on the 
tiresome “no new taxes” mantra that has 
caused Washington to crater in key met-
rics compared to other states. We literally 
cannot afford more of that.

Satpal Sidhu is a likable guy with an 
easy laugh and infectious charm. As 
dean at Bellingham Technical College, 
he helped connect students to the job 
market at the local refineries and man-
ufacturing centers. He understands the 
local economy and the importance of ed-
ucation as an engine within it. He under-
stands, quite well, our first Iron Law and 
has pledged to do everything he can to 
break down the barriers of polarity and 
dispute, and work on common ground 
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Our new credit card:
it’s kind of a big deal.

Whatcom County residents asked for a good solid 
credit card program, so we crafted a great one with 
a variety of options to fit your unique needs, including 
no annual fee, low rates and the friendly In Your Corner 

service  you can expect from us.  Call or come in to 
apply today!  

(360) 734-2043 IndustrialCU.org

with legislators from all parts of the state 
and across party lines. It’s what a business 
person does.

STATE SENATOR DISTRICT 42

Best Public Figure
Seth Fleetwood,  
Democrat

Our readers chose Seth Fleetwood as 
their favorite public figure in our Best of 
Bellingham survey. It’s easy to understand 
why, and a shame more of Bellingham can’t 
vote for Seth in the November election.

By its duties and construction, the 
state Senate is a powerful place where a 
lot of good—or a lot of mischief—can get 
enacted. Its committee chairs are critical 
to the enactment of legislation; if they 
don’t bring an item to the floor, it does 
not get voted on, period.

A lot of attention in this election has fo-
cused on Doug Ericksen’s appetite for free 
meals courtesy of lobbyists. Doug topped 
the list of the state’s lawmakers who 
were chowing down on junkets and trin-
kets—readers voted it the Best Scandal of 
2014—but it’s trivia that masks a deeper, 
more subtle problem with Ericksen.

In the lower House he quickly gained a 
reputation as a back-bench bomb thrower, 
actively sniping and undercutting the work 
of other 40th and 42nd District folks trying 
to bring benefits home to their districts. 
To his credit, Ericksen learned pretty early 
on to work for the benefit of Cherry Point 
industries and he did credible cooperative 
work with his colleagues to help secure 
those high-paying jobs. His strength there, 
in fact, led him to the powerful energy, 
telecommunications and transportation 
committees he now chairs. Ericksen also 
understood, in those days, he represented 
a dynamic swing district where moderate 
voters counted toward his success.

Things changed in the midterm elections 
of George W. Bush’s second term, as Repub-
licans very nearly became extinct in the 
Washington Legislature. One of the few re-
maining, Ericksen found himself catapulted 
into central party leadership roles. Iron 
Law #1, the individual became the caucus.

Things changed again in the redistricting 
of 2010, where moderates and progressives 
were moved out of the 42nd District. Er-
icksen no longer had to listen to them, no 

currents ›› Voter’s Guide

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
Every voting district can place five members on the commission. There’s a deep talent pool among appli-

cants, but a few candidates have particular abilities we feel belong on the commission. In general we favor 
candidates with experience serving on councils—they’ve learned the art of compromise. Stay away from rigid 
ideologues or folks with past grievances to pay back.

John Lesow
Pragmatic and grounded, we consider John the indispensable anchor for the Charter Review Commission. 

He is smart on the issues and rock solid in his values, the model other commissioners should aspire toward. 
If they all approach issues with the intellectual honesty of Lesow, it will be an outstanding commission.

Thomas Stuen
Dealing with the foundational document of county government, from which county code descends, the 

commission will need an attorney. If they don’t have one, an attorney will be supplied. But Tom is already 
one, and a good one.

Todd Donovan
Our foremost authority on politics and governance, Professor Donovan would be an asset to any commis-

sion intended to study our empowering documents.

Barbara Ryan

Stan Snapp

John Mutchler
All City Council members, they know how to play nice and work with others.

Yvonne Goldsmith
We need conservative viewpoints on the commission. Yvonne appears agnostic on the bugbear issue of 

gerrymandering that drives some candidates. She is a former council member and mayor of Ferndale. She 
brings a lot to the table.
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himself and daughters crossing the rail-
road tracks, claiming “rail safety for all of 
us is job one.” The real story is revealing: 
he killed the original oil safety bill passed 
by bipartisan majority in the House, re-
placed it with a toothless plagiarized 
version, minus the most important part: 
advanced notice on dangerous rail ship-
ments, and no rail or marine protections 
in place to avoid a spill in the first place. 

On toxins, the number one priority 
in state Senate last year was a bill that 
would have virtually eliminated known 
cancer-causing poisons in children’s 
cribs and toys, but he killed that and 
substituted his own weaker version that 
eliminates only two or three already 
phased-out chemicals. 

We need to elect someone who will 
work for the public interest: Seth Fleet-
wood for state Senate. And while we’re 
cleaning out the Senate, remember over 
at the House we have two great candi-
dates: local farmer/water expert Joy Mon-
jure, and engineer/educator Satpal Sidhu.

—Dianne Foster, Bellingham
(edited for length)

RE-ELECT JEFF MCCLURE
Jeff McClure should be re-elected to 

his seat on the Whatcom County PUD No. 
1 Commission.

I have worked with Jeff and his ar-
chitecture firm on development projects 
around the county on several occasions, 
and have seen firsthand his vision and 
dedication to projects he believes will 
improve our communities. He brings 
that same kind of vision and dedication 
to his work as a commissioner for Public 
Utility District No. 1.

I urge voters to re-elect Jeff McClure 
to the PUD so he may continue his work 
to make Whatcom County a better place 
to live and work.

—Bob Libolt, Lynden

SUPPORT JOY MONJURE
We are very fortunate to have the op-

portunity to elect Joy Monjure to repre-
sent us in the state Legislature. 

Joy has a long history of stepping up 
when she sees a need in our community. 
Her involvement founding the Food and 
Farm Finder, and growing the Farm to 
School program demonstrate her com-
mitment to helping our farmers com-
pete in the marketplace, and find stable 
markets to sell their produce. She has 
served on the Everson City Council and 
worked as communications director for 
Bellingham Public Works.

Joy knows how important it is to main-
tain our infrastructure and brings the 
skills to see that the job gets done. She 
has been interested in water issues for 
a long time and is extremely informed 
on the issue. She believes we can find 
the right solutions. Joy will be a leader 
in helping us go forward and insure that 
our descendants have the quality wa-
ter we all need. Joy will work tirelessly 
for us, listen to us and ensure that our 
children and grandchildren have a great 
place to call home.

Join me and vote for Joy Monjure to 
represent us in Whatcom County’s 42nd 
District, position two.

—Peggy Borgens, Ferndale

WE NEED A WORKING
GOVERNMENT

At the October 1st Tea Party forum I 
observed the following:

The incumbents Ericksen, Buys and 
challenger VanWerven resorted to hear-
say, scare tactics and tired old talking 
points. For instance, when VanWerven 
was asked about corporations having 
Constitutional rights of persons she 
said, “I am a business.” If she is a “busi-
ness” is she also a person? Does that 
give her double voting privilege? Satpal 
Sidhu indicated he does not believe cor-
porations are persons.

Ericksen used similar trite stereotypes 
and scare tactics. He bickers over termi-
nology, “business has revenue and gov-
ernment has taxes.” Revenue for business 
is gotten by charging people; revenue for 
government is gotten by taxing the peo-
ple. We pay for goods and services. Fleet-
wood suggested that we “review” the 
650 tax loopholes to find outdated and 
no longer relevant ones. Ericksen said it 
would cost Whatcom County jobs. Seri-
ously? Are even a few of those loopholes 
unnecessary and will not cost jobs? Seth 
Fleetwood clearly says it needs “review.” 
That means hard work. The easy way out 
is to be taken to lunch and agree to the 
terms of the lobbyist.

Buys believes he will lose opportuni-
ties to speak to constituents if he pays 
his own way with the ample stipend af-
forded him. I just didn’t get that story. 
Joy Monjure indicated she is willing to 
pay for her meals.

We need an honest, robust, efficient 
and hard working government to create 
a transportation package that will in-
crease jobs and pass a budget that sup-
ports our schools, just for starters. We 
need Seth Fleetwood, Joy Monjure, and 
Satpal Sidhu to work for us in Olympia 
this fall. Please vote.

—Ronna Loerch, Everson

longer had to respect them. Iron Law #2, he 
no longer had to do anything for them.

In between those events, Ericksen moved 
up to the senate, where the sorts of bombs 
you can throw become formidable indeed.

As committee chair, Doug began to do 
something insufferable—and it doesn’t 
matter whose tribe you belong to, it’s 
disrespectful—he started wadding up the 
committee’s work and walking his own bills 
he ginned up at midnight out to the floor. 
Shorn of moderation and respect for the 
ideas of others, these lobbyist bills were 
just dead on arrival. Many never even made 
it out of committee. A transportation bill, 
one that might have created thousands 
of good-paying highway jobs in Whatcom 
County, was among these. Another, one 
that might’ve protected county residents 
from oil train explosions, was similarly de-
railed by Ericksen’s midnight engineering, 
dead before it reached the floor.

Ericken is the monster of our two Iron 
Laws—a guy who no longer works for the 
people, but for the party and the lobbyists 
that feed it.

Terrible for the future of the 42nd Dis-
trict, you might be able to count on the 
fingers of one hand the number of indi-
viduals who could credibly challenge Doug 
for the state Senate and tear his grip from 
what looks like a lifetime appointment.

Seth Fleetwood is one, maybe the only 
one.

Some fun points: Both candidates were 
born here. Both went to Lowell Elementa-
ry School. Both went to Fairhaven Middle 
School. Both graduated from Sehome High 
School. Histories diverge there, but both 
have big local pedigrees.

Seth’s record of reaching across partisan 
divides, listening to many points of view, 
is profound—it’s a primal survival skill on 
Whatcom County Council, where he brought 
restraint and moderation, and where he 
learned a lot about rural county issues. 
When he switched over to Bellingham City 
Council, he did not let go of conservative 
sensibilities he’d built up in his terms with 
the county.

“I think we’ve all had enough of govern-
ment that represents special interests, not 
the people,” Fleetwood notes. “During my 
time in office I sought to represent the in-
terests of the entire community.

“I am running to end gridlock in Olym-
pia and to restore a productive, working 
majority in the state Senate. I believe the 
fundamental job of good government is 
to make substantial progress in resolving 
problems of public concern.”

Seth will get the 42nd District united 
again with the 40th, working on job secu-
rity, the environment, education and the 
cooperative necessity of lawmaking. 

MAIL, FROM PAGE 5

Acme Farm Organic Lamb

Peruvian Alpaca Blankets

Coriander Goat Cheese

Parrano Italian Swiss

Outstanding Sandwiches

Basic & Convenient

Hiway 9 – Van Zandt 
www.everybodys.com

360-592-2297

VILLAGE BOOKS
1200 11th St., Bellingham 

360.671.2626 

Wednesday, Oct. 22, 6:30pm
in the 

Yes, THE Garth Nix— 
author of the immensely 

popular Old Kingdom series 
& one of the most talked-

about names in 
fantasy writing!

Join us as we celebrate Royce’s 
newest book with an author 
reading and Q&A, cake, 
and temporary tattoos! 

Saturday, 
Oct. 18th, 4pm

-The Terminals

LAUNCH
PARTY Monday, Oct. 13, 7pm

The moving story of a Japanese 
American girl who is separated 

from her dog upon being sent to an 
incarceration camp during WWII.

Newbery Honor Author

Doors at 6pm • open to all • festival seating • Free!

Join us in welcoming...

will introduce

Acclaimed local author of Demonkeeper, 
   The Dead Boys and Goblins 

A New YA Thriller! 



Compiled by Tim Johnson, Amy Kepferle, Carey Ross, 
Scott Pelton, and Stephanie Young 
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area readers in mind—are a vital part of a 
healthy community. Their decades of commit-
ment show. 
Where: 1200 11th St. 

Info: 671-2626 or www.villagebooks.com

Best Grocery Store
Community 
Food Co¯op
As always, this was one of the most fiercely 
fought categories of the Best of Bellingham. 
We are passionate about where we buy our 
food, and we shop local. This year, the Com-
munity Food Co-op emerged with the winning 
number of votes and it probably has some-
thing to do with their hyperlocal inventory of 

thoughtfully sourced goods, helpful and atten-
tive staff, and extensive community outreach 
efforts. As for me, I have undying loyalty to 
the three-salad plate, Bellingham’s fastest, 
tastiest, most perfect meal.
Where: 1220 N. Forest St./315 Westerly Road 

Info: www.communityfood.coop

Best Casino
Silver Reef 
Hotel Casino 
Spa
Earlier this year. Lummi Nation hosted a gala 
performance at their stellar hotel and casino 
complex. They invited what to my eyes ap-

With more than 2,400 entries in 2014, Cascadia 

Weekly readers are the authority on the greatest 

places, from the highest mountain treks to the 

lowest watering holes—so comprehensive we have 

to present it across two issues. New discoveries 

appear this year, along with old favorites—the 

haunts, the habits, the hunches that make this 

the Best of Bellingham.

Return to these pages next week 
To read about more places that make Bellingham special—including 

where to eat, drink, dance, see live music and catch a sunset.

Bellingham

Best
BOfK L

O2014P

Best Music Store
Everyday 
Music
Bellingham is a town where the activity 
of browsing actual music stores for actual 
music (the kind that doesn’t come from 
the internet) is not lost. And when you 
do your browsing, you’re most likely to 
stop into Everyday Music. A convenient 
downtown locale, helpful staff, extended 
hours of operation, expansive selection of 
music new, used and local in a variety of 
formats and an endless amount of genres 
make for a satisfying shopping experience 
for audiophiles and easy listeners alike.
Where: 115 E. Magnolia St. 

Info: www.everydaymusic.com

Best Bookstore
Village 
Books
Bellingham is lucky enough to have a 
variety of bookstores. I’ve found liter-
ary gems at Michael’s, traded in tomes 
at Henderson Books, and experienced 
wordsmith wonder at Eclipse. That said, 
I side with our readers when, every year, 
they cast their Best Booktore votes for 
Village Books. Since 1980, founders 
Chuck and Dee Robinson have worked 
hard to prove that independent book-
stores—especially ones that encourage 
browsing, host a rotating roster of local 
and internationally known authors and 
feature carefully selected books with 

KL

K Best Artist L
Trish Harding

Although she keeps busy teaching classes, organizing events such 
as the “Plein Air Paint Out,” speaking out on behalf of local artists 
and traveling far and wide in order to perfect her craft, Studio UFO’s 
Trish Harding still makes sure she carves out time to pursue her 
passion—painting. “I’m always trying to innovate, as well as using 
my work to take a personal stand for important issues of our commu-
nity,” Harding says. “Living a life as an artist is serious, hard work—
work that I am truly honored to have had the opportunity to do, and 
in which I find great fulfillment.”
Where: 301 W. Holly St.  Info: www.studioufo.net
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  Best Place to  
Buy Men

,
s Clothes

Gary´s
If you like clothes and shoes as much as I do, 
you'll like Gary's. I've purchased a few pairs of 
shoes there. Going to Gary's means you're go-
ing to look pretty darn hip. You'll walk out of 
that store with a kick in your step and you'll 
turn heads—assuming it's not raining. In that 
case, you should be protecting those nice 
clothes and instead be wearing a rain jacket, 
which they'll probably sell you too.
Where: 128 W. Holly St. 

Info: www.garysbellingham.com 

Best Place to  
Purchase Marijuana
Top Shelf 
Cannabis
Pot is legal in our state and pot stores are 
popping up like marijuana plants along 
Highway 542. But we need to be meticulous 
about where we buy our weed. No longer do 
you have to go to the creepy 21-year-old 
down the street. You can walk right into 
the welcoming storefront, pick from various 
strains and get to know your dealer. Top Shelf 
Cannabis is Bellingham's #1 pot store. Smoke 
weed every day? Smoke weed once a year? It 
all leads to the Top Shelf.
Where: 3863 Hannegan Road. 

Info: www.topshelfcannabisbellingham.com 

Best Head Shop
Avalon 
Record Shop 
“Avalon is your place for the best things in 
life,” reads a missive on the downtown Bell-
ingham business’ website, before going on to 
point out that, in addition to the classic and 
contemporary LP collections, CDs and posters 
they sell, they’ve got “everything under the 
sun to keep you rollin’ in this brave new world 
of legalization.” They’re not just blowing 
smoke: whether it’s a high-end vaporizer 
you’re after or simply a new supply of screens 
for your glass pipe, they’ve got you covered—
and it’s not undercover.
Where: 1330 Railroad Ave. 

Info: www.avalonrecordshop.com 

Best Vapor Shop
E¯Cig Express
People are stomping their butts and looking 
for a new, cleaner alternative to smoking; 
thus the electronic cigarette was born. While 
the jury may still be out on the health ben-

K Best Band L 
Wild Rabbit

First things first: Br’er Rabbit would like to take this opportunity to let everyone know they’ve changed 
their name to Wild Rabbit, and that is how we will all refer to them until the end of time. Now that we’ve 
dispensed with that, let’s get down to the business of the band’s second award in this category. Belling-
ham is home to an abundance of excellent Americana/folk/bluegrass/stomp bands, so to be voted its best 
two years running is a sign you’re doing everything just right. Keep it up, Wild Rabbit.
Info: www.brerrabbitmusic.com

KL

peared to be the entire Whatcom County 
glitterati—authors, artists, mini-celebrities 
and ruckus-rousers—to their enormous 
mainstage. What a crowd! It was a tremen-
dously welcoming event from a generous 
people. Silver Reef is not merely a casino, it 
is a center for tribal life, around which we 
all can gather.
Where: Haxton Way at Slater Road, Ferndale 

Info: www.silverreefcasino.com

Best Place to Buy 
Women

,
s Clothes

Labels 
Consignment 
Shop
Since Labels moved its perennially popular 
women’s clothing store from its Ellis Street 
locale—where it was within a three-minute 

walking distance from my house—to its new 
James Street space, I don’t drop by on a 
daily basis anymore. That needs to change, 
pronto, as it’s time for a fall fashion up-
grade. I need to find high-quality sweaters 
and jeans (and boots and scarves and mit-
tens and hats) for unbeatable prices, and I 
know just where to do it. 
Where: 2332 James St./3927 Northwest Ave. 

Info: www.labelsconsignment.com



Thank you to all our WONDERFUL
Customers and Consignors

(all 31,710 of them!)
for voting LABELS

Best Place for Women’s Clothing!

Online: www.freescreen.me  
Call toll free: 1-888-651-8931
In partnership with the Washington Breast, Cervical and Colon Health Program, underin-

sured and uninsured men and women can receive yearly health exams that include colon 

and/or cervical screenings and mammograms throughtout Island, San Juan, Skagit, 

Snohomish, Pierce and Whatcom Counties. To see if you qualify for the program, visit 

www.freescreen.me or call toll free 1-888-651-8931. 

NO INSURANCE?
WE’RE STILL HERE.

If you are between the ages of 40-64, 
you may be eligible for a free breast, 
cervical and colon cancer screening. 

Mount Baker Theatre EVENTS

Call 360.734.6080 or visit MountBakerTheatre.com for ALL events! Season Sponsor

JAN
9

JAN
16

FEB
11

MAR
5

NEW!

ladysmith
black

mambazo

Sponsor: 

 U.S. BANK FOUNDATION
Sponsors:Sponsors: Lead Sponsor:

Cirque Mechanics: Pedal Punk ....................October 16
Under the Streetlamp ...............................October 24
U.K. Ukulele Orchestra .............................November 2
Joan Baez  .............................................November 13 
The Capitol Steps .....................................November 15
Silent Film Series: My Best Girl ...................November 30
An Irish Christmas ...................................December 2
Silent Film Series: Love .............................January 11

RAIN - A Tribute to the Beatles ....................January 20
Jekyll & Hyde .........................................January 24
3 Redneck Tenors ....................................February 21
Stringfever ............................................February 27
In the Mood: 1940s Musical Revue ..............March 4
Silent Film Series: The General ....................March 22
Ain’t Misbehavin’ ....................................March 27
Mamma Mia! .........................................March 30

Blues Hall of Fame ...................................April 4
Menopause the Musical .............................April 19 
Mariachi Divas .....................May 5
Visions from Cape Breton:
A Celtic Family Celebration ......May 9

JAN
28

D R U M M E R S

Roger Jobs

Audi

la
k

lllllllllaaaaaadddddddddyyyyyyyssssssmmmmmmiiiiiiiiittttttttthhhhhhhhh

Great Gift Ideas!

Thank You for Voting Us
Best Theatre Company!
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efits of using an electronic cigarette, ask any 
“E-Cig” user their thoughts on it and, chances 
are, you’ve found someone who swears by 
them. With an extremely knowledgeable staff, 
an inviting and sophisticated atmosphere, 
and more variety of locally made flavors than 
you can dream of, E-Cig Express is the leader 
in the vapor world in Bellingham, and for 
darn good reason. 
Where: 1321 Cornwall Ave. 

Info: www.ecigexpress.com

Best Auto Repair
Sterling 
Automotive
I am currently compiling a list of wrongs I 
have done to my car to sheepishly confess to 
Sterling or one of his capable employees, who 
will no doubt assure me they can do what it 
takes to keep my prized 1998 Nissan Maxima 
roadworthy. Clearly I’m not the only one who 
relies on Sterling, and his back-to-back wins 
in this category are proof that, in this town, 
a good mechanic isn’t so hard to find.
Where: 1025 Pasco St. 

Info: www.sterlingsautomotive.com

Best Place to  
Buy Kid

,
s Clothes

Kids 
Northwest  
This is a Bellinghamster’s dream store for their 
littles, which clearly shows why you’ve chosen 
them once again as Best Kid’s Store. Keeping 
up with mom and dad’s busy, outdoorsy and 
fun lifestyle doesn’t have to be difficult, and 
the staff at Kids Northwest have done their 
research to offer you the best brands to keep 
Jack and Jill dressed to impress and thriving in 
the Cascadia elements. It just might be harder 
to get the parental units out of the store with-
out kicking and screaming; it’s that fun. 
Where: 1319 Cornwall Ave. 

Info: www.kidsnorthwest.com

Best Pet Store
Hohl Feed & 
Seed
Where else can you find, all in one place, a 
hamster for your kids, feed for your chickens, 

K Best Celebrity L 
Ryan Stiles

At an Upfront Theatre anniversary party at my house a number of 
summers ago, the tall guy schlepping in the cases of wine for the 
soiree was the same guy who founded the theater. It wasn’t a big 
surprise. Since moving his family back to Bellingham more than 10 
years ago, Ryan Stiles has proven that although he’s a world-famous 
actor and improviser, he hasn’t let his “Bellebrity” status go to his 
head. Whether he’s making an appearance onstage with other area 
improvisers at the Upfront, shopping for groceries at Haggen, or 
helping out by ferrying party supplies, he’s approachable, affable 
and, well, just one of the guys. 
Where: Find Ryan Stiles onstage at the Upfront Theatre, 1208 Bay St. 

Info: www.theupfront.com 

K Best Salon L 
Studio 

Galactica
I wish I would've known about the $5 bang trim option at Studio 
Galactica before I took dull kitchen scissors to my own hairline last 
week. Sigh. Well, at least I’m aware of the other perks provided at 
the downtown Bellingham mainstay—like dealing with a staff that 
makes every customer feel like their hair is a potential work of art, a 
no-tipping policy, clever conversation and a commitment to com-
munity. Plus, I’m pretty sure they won’t make fun of me for trimming 
my own bangs. 
Where: 1519 Cornwall Ave.  Info: www.studiogalactica.net  

KL

KL

K Best Shoe Store L 
Mi Shoes

According to our Best of Belling-
ham calculations, Mi Shoes is the 
only shoe store in town. That's not 
entirely true, but, year after year, 
the “dream shoe closet” on Rail-
road Avenue garners the votes to 
dominate this category for the win. 
Credit goes to owner Michelle Millar, 
a six-foot-tall goddess who, nine 
years ago, created the kind of shoe 
store she'd love to visit. Apparently, 
we do too. 

Where: 1315 Railroad Ave. 

Info: www.mymishoes.com
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dog food, rabbits, baby chicks, tulip bulbs, 
straw bales and salt licks? While a majority of 
our readers were thrilled to wave their paws 
in the air for Hohl Feed & Seed’s win in this 
category, the Whatcom Humane Society came 
in a close second, with many voters encourag-
ing people to adopt an animal instead. Well, 
at Hohl’s you can do that, too. In the back of 
the century-old store, they’ve got a room full 
of felines from Whatcom Voice of Animals, a 
no-kill rescue organization that offers cats and 
kittens for adoption. I dare you to take a look 
and not want to take one home. 
Where: 1322 Railroad Ave. 

Info: www.hohlfeedandseed.com  

Best Place  
to Get a Tattoo
Old School 
Tattoo and 
Piercing 
I recently discovered tattoo-based reality 
shows pitting inkers against one another are 
now a thing. If television crews were to come 
to the City of Subdued Excitement, they'd find 
Old School Tattoo in a fierce battle with Sab-
bath Tattoo—at least when it comes to Best 
of Bellingham results. In this case, Old School 
wins the prize, with readers making sure we 
know who they trust when it comes to affixing 
art to their epidermis. 
Where: 209 E. Holly St. 

Info: www.oldschooltattooandpiercing.net 

Best Thrift Store
Value Village
On a recent jaunt to Value Village to seek out 
a new pair of jeans and an alarm clock, it took 
all the restraint I had not to purchase a man-
sized pickle costume to surprise my boyfriend 
with. You see, in addition to selling thrifty 
threads, books, furniture and housewares, 
the longtime bargain behemoth also goes all 
out when Halloween rolls around. So even if a 
pickle suit doesn’t do it for you, there are hun-
dreds—if not thousands—of costume options 
to choose from. 
Where: 150 East Bellis Fair Pkwy. 

Info: www.valuevillage.com

Best Nursery
Garden Spot 
Nursery
Marcy Plattner didn’t just conjure the Garden 
Spot Nursery out of thin air. In fact, she’d 
put down roots in the Pacific Northwest 
gardening community long before opening 
the store on the corner of King and Alabama 
streets. These days, with a staff comprised 

KL

K Best Ski Store L 
WWS Boardshop 

Opened in 1980, WWS Boardshop has long been the leader in all things board related. That’s 34 years of 
awesome, and these guys know their stuff. Looking for Lib Tech? They’ve got the board for you. Boots and 
bindings? Yep, that too. Clothing to keep warm for guys and gals? Check. They also carry backcountry gear 
for those experienced and crazy enough to adventure that-away. And although they’ve been chosen as Best 
Ski Store, we can’t not mention all the other awesome things they supply: skateboards, longboards, skim-
boards—all the boards. 
Where: 501 Harris Ave.  Info: wwww.wwsboardshop.com

K Best Bike Shop L  
Kulshan 
Cycles
Bellingham is blessed with more than 60 miles of 
bike paths and trails, and that’s before you even 
pedal past the city limits. It’s also a town of great 
bike stores, and the competition is fierce among 
our readers. Kulshan consistently comes out on 
top, year after year, with a knowledgable staff of 
tinkers with infectious love of gears, gadgets and 
the best way to go.
Where: 100 E. Chestnut St.   Info: www.kulshancycles.com
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KL

Best Massage Therapist
Prime Massage 
and Sports 
Medicine 
Chosen for the second year in a row, Prime Mas-
sage and Sports Medicine is quickly becoming 
a household name. Owner Kerry Gustafson is 
Bellingham’s go-to for athletes, and her exten-
sive training and long list of accomplishments 
and achievements in her field are just one 
of the many reasons why. Along with various 
types of massage, Kerry also offers athletic 
training, orthopedic sreenings and concussion 
testing. She is a Bellingham athlete’s dream, 
from former to novice to professional. 
Where: 1433 N. State St. 

Info: www.primebellingham.com

Best Gear Store
Backcountry 
Essentials
Climbing fast against Mt. REI in the opinion of 
readers, Backcountry Essentials is an outdoor 
specialty shop, gearing up climbers, hikers, 
campers and skiers. Their staff is into the 
backcountry, a living resource for the real dirt 
on trails, mountains, and the finest gear to 
meet it.
Where: 214 W. Holly St. 

Info: www.backcountryessentials.net

Best Gym
Whatcom 
Family YMCA
It’s the “family” part that makes the YMCA a 
great gym, training kids for a life of fitness 
and activity with parents at their side. “In-
tentional living” is a fancy phrase for being 
healthy and happy in the company of people 
you love. You’ll find all that at the “Y.”
Where: 1256 N. State St. 

Info: www.whatcomymca.org

Best Hardware Store
Hardware 
Sales
Hardware Sales has a sort of divine presence 
in our fair city. You: “Crap! How do I fit this 
widget into the whatchamacallit that is hold-
ing my house together?” Hardware Sales: “This 
is how” This incredibly well-organized, highly 
skilled business has no equal and this is why 
it is the perennial winner of this category. Its 
dominance is almost mundane.
Where: 2034 James St. 

Info: www.hardwaresales.net 

K Best Home Store L 
The Greenhouse 

It’s easy to spend two hours here. Why? Because every corner is bursting with things that beg to be looked 
at, touched, oohed and aahed at. The folks at the Greenhouse have taken care to personally choose the items 
that grace their three-floored downtown property. The Greenhouse boasts beautiful, unique furniture for ev-
ery room of the house, items ranging from practical to whimsical, gadgety to dainty, and something for every 
kitchen, bar, dining room, patio, bathroom and in between. We love this place, and you sure do too. 

Where: 1235 Cornwall Ave.  Info: www.greenhousehome.com 

of herself and other Master Gardeners, a  
roster of classes and happenings for aspiring 
green thumbs, annuals and perennials for 
every season and a can-do attitude—nobody 
who works there is afraid to get their hands 
dirty—it’s clear Garden Spot has planted 
itself for the duration. 
Where: 900 James St. 

Info: www.garden-spot.com  

Best Yoga Studio
Yoga 
Northwest
Downward dog. Sun salutation. Infant pose. 
No, these are not drinks made by your favorite 
bartender. These are some of the expertly 
trained poses brought to you by the people at 

Yoga Northwest (not to mention thousands of 
years of tradition). Head into Yoga Northwest 
to learn all that and more. Center yourself. Be-
come healthy. Be happy. Leave your yoga glass 
energized, walk up to your local bartender and 
trade a Sun Salutation for a Tequila Sunrise. 
Your drink will never have tasted so good.
Where: 1440 10th St. 

Info: www.yoganorthwest.com 
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words
COMMUNITY  LECTURES   BOOKS

WORDS

WED., OCT. 15 
OPEN MIC: Share prose, poetry and music at 
an Open Mic Night from 6-8:30pm in the lobby 
of the Sudden Valley YWCA at the Creekside 
Cafe, 8 Barnview Court. Signups begin at 6pm.

 WWW.WCLS.ORG 

THURS., OCT. 16
TIMBER ROSE: Historian and author Janet 
Oakley shares her latest novel, Timber Rose, 
at a Brown Bag presentation and reading at 
12:30pm at Whatcom Museum’s Old City Hall, 
121 Prospect St. The Whatcom County-based 
story takes place in 1907, “when women 
climbed mountains in skirts and loggers 
fought for the eight-hour day.” A book sale 
and signing will follow. Suggested donation 
is $3. 

 WWW.WHATCOMMUSEUM.ORG 

MOONLIGHT SONATA: Nora Gallagher reads 
from Moonlight Sonata at the Mayo Clinic at 
7pm at Village Books, 1200 11th St. The mem-
oir is based on the author’s experience with a 
baffling illness poised to take her sight.

 WWW.VILLAGEBOOKS.COM 

FRI., OCT. 17
FAMILY STORY NIGHT: Professional sto-
rytellers will lead an hour of coaching and 
an introduction to the craft at 6pm at the 
Fairhaven Library, 1117 12th St. At 7pm, all 
ages can settle in for “Family Story Night.” 
Entry is free.

 778-7188 

BUCKINGHAM BOOK LAUNCH: Celebrate the 
launch of local author Royce Scott Bucking-
ham’s latest young adult novel, The Terminals, 
at 7pm at Village Books, 1200 11th St. Entry 
is free.

 WWW.VILLAGEBOOKS.COM 

SAT., OCT. 18
WRITING MARATHON: Village Books and 
Whatcom Community College’s Community and 
Continuing Education, operating under a new 
collaboration dubbed “Chuckanut Writers,” will 
team up to present a “Fall Writing Marathon” 
from 8am-8pm at the Book Fare Cafe at Village 
Books, 1200 11th St. The guided workshops will 
be led by author Dawn Groves. Entry is $69.

 WWW.WHATCOMCOMMUNITYED.COM 

POETRY WORKSHOPS: “The Poetry of Place” 
will be the focus of a workshop with local 
poet Jessica Lohafer from 10am-12pm at the 
Fairhaven Library, 1117 12th St. From 1-3pm, 
Caitlin Elizabeth Thomson will focus on “A Fine 
Balance: Narrative Poetry.” Entry is $30 per 
workshop, or $50 for both. Proceeds benefit 
the Sue C. Boynton Poetry Contest. 

 WWW.BOYNTONPOETRYCONTEST.WORDPRESS.COM 

BOOK SALE: Friends of the Sedro-Woolley 
Library will host a “Reach for Books” fundrais-
ing book sale, bake sale and raffle event from 
10am-4pm at the Sedro-Woolley Community 
Center, 703 Pacific St. 

 (360) 855-1166 

HISTORY OF IRELAND: ClanDonnell: A Storied 
History of Ireland author David McDonnell 
will share his knowledge of Irish history and 
genealogy at 11am at the Lynden Library (216 
4th St.) and 3pm at the Everson Library (104 
Kirsch Dr.). Entry is free. 

 WWW.WCLS.ORG 

doit

T he Maker Movement is a fabulously fun repackaging of some-
thing humans have done for ages—innovate, create and tinker 
in the garage or workshop. One big difference is that modern-

day maker geeks are not just building a better mousetrap, they are mak-
ing prosthetic hands and replacement parts for no-longer-manufactured 
machines and maybe a Lego piece they wish existed.

As CEO of TechShop, a member-based workshop with locations nation-
ally, Mark Hatch is a leader in the innovation movement and has radi-
cally democratized access to high-tech tools of invention by providing 
low-cost access and space to create for the everyday person.  The result? 
People have the ability to move their ideas from concept to marketplace 
without the barrier and added cost of third-
party high-tech engineering. 

In Maker Movement Manifesto: Rules for In-
novation in the New World of Crafters, Hackers, 
and Tinkerers, Hatch explores the democratiza-
tion of invention and how the launch of Make 
Magazine in 2004 (think Popular Mechanics for 
the new millennium) began to focus the as-
pirations of homegrown creators. Magazine 
founders realized they had a movement on 
their hands when 25,000 people showed up for 
the first Maker Faire in San Mateo, CA in 2006.

At the core of the maker movement manifesto is the belief that mak-
ing and learning are fundamental to being human. Access to tools and 
the importance of working within a community of support are other 

pillars of empowering maker culture. The book makes 
a convincing case that we are at the beginning of a 
new industrial revolution, potentially one with more 
impact than the digital revolution.  The tenets of this 
revolution are simple: Make, Share, Give, Learn, Tool 
Up, Play, Participate, Support and Change.

Hatch’s use of the dialectic of 
revolutions is intentional and 
comes naturally to him. Besides 
having studied for his MBA under 
management guru Peter Drucker, 
he is also a Special-Forces trained 
Green Beret. His mission in writ-
ing this book? To radicalize read-
ers to “collectively use our creativity 
to attack the world’s greatest prob-
lems and meet people’s most urgent 
needs” (italics his).

To understand the relevance of 
TechShop and other similar mak-
erspaces, think of how Kinkos 
changed distributed manufactur-
ing for two-dimensional items. 
These new makerspaces are essen-
tially a distributed manufacturing 
environment for 3D.

Curious? The Lynden Library of-
fers free 3D Printer MakerLabs for 
teens and adults (registration re-
quired) and the Bellingham Public 
Library offers a variety of free 

learning programs in the Central Library SkillShare 
area. For more information, visit either library web-
site and check their events calendars. Also, What-
com County is fortunate to have our own makerspace 
in the Foundry, which opened in mid-September on 
Forest Street in Bellingham. Visit www.bellingham-
foundry.com to learn more about membership or sign 
up for classes.

Teen Librarian Lyndsey Runyan, one of the instiga-
tors for Lynden Library’s 3D printer, says she loves that 
makerspaces allow people to learn from each other; 
libraries can be teaching places, but librarians don’t 
have to be the experts. “We can foster knowledge cre-
ators, not just knowledge consumers,” she says. 

Lisa Gresham is the Collection Support Manager for 
Whatcom County Library System. When not selecting 
books for county readers, she enjoys crafting and home 
renovation projects (with lots of help from library books).

GET IT
WHAT: In ad-
dition to the 
the Foundry, a 
new makerspace 
in Bellingham, 
Kendall Dodd will 
launch a funding 
campaign on Oct. 
24 for the Hive, 
a makerspace 
opening later this 
winter. 
INFO: Those 
interested in 
supporting the 
project can go to 
www.makedo 
learn.org to learn 
more

REVIEWED BY LISA GRESHAM

The Maker Movement 
A MANIFESTO FOR INNOVATION

AUTHOR MARK HATCH
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LIMELIGHT WRITER: Attend an onscreen talk 
and interview with Blue Night author Joan Didion 
at the final “Writers in the Limelight” of the 
season at 12pm at the Pickford’s Limelight Cin-
ema, 1416 Cornwall Ave. Village Books will host 
a discussion after the showing and will provide 
books for sale. Entry is $6. 

 WWW.PICKFORDCINEMA.ORG 

DASH & POETRY: Author Kirby Larson reads 
from her new book, Dash, at 4pm at Village 
Books, 1200 11th St. The book tells the story 
of a Japanese American girl who is separated 
from her dog upon being sent to an incar-
ceration camp during World War II. At 7pm, 
poets Kasey Jueds (Keeper) and Martha Silano 
(Reckless Lovely) read from their respective 
collections. 

 WWW.VILLAGEBOOKS.COM 

SUN., OCT. 19 
GHOST MACHINE: New York City-based poet 
Jennifer Faylor reads from her new collection, 
Edison’s Ghost Machine, at 4pm at Village Books, 
1200 11th St. The poems tell the story of a man’s 
grief process over his lover’s death. 

 WWW.VILLAGEBOOKS.COM 

MON., OCT. 20
POETRYNIGHT: Those looking to share their 
verse as part of Poetrynight can sign up at 
7:30pm at the Bellingham Public Library, 210 
Central Ave. Readings start at 8pm. 

 778-7230 OR WWW.POETRYNIGHT.ORG

WED., OCT. 22
BOYS IN THE BOAT: Daniel James Brown, the 
author of The Boys in the Boat—which is the 
Western Reads selection and is also the Whatcom 
Reads selection for 2015—reads from the book at 
4pm at WWU’s Viking Union Multipurpose Room. 
Entry is free and open to the public. 

 WWW.WWU.EDU 

INDIE PUBLISHING: “The World of Indepen-
dent Publishing” will be the focus of a two-part 
Chuckanut Readers class from 6-8:30pm tonight 
and again Oct. 29 at Village Books, 1200 11th St. 
Author Susan Colleen Browne will lead the way. 
Cost is $69 (includes both sessions).

 WWW.WHATCOMCOMMUNITYED.COM 

GARTH NIX READING: Bestselling author 
Garth Nix reads from his new young adult fantasy 
novel, Clariel, at 6:30pm at Whatcom Middle 
School, 810 Halleck St. The tome is the prequel 
to his Old Kingdom series. Entry is free.

 WWW.VILLAGEBOOKS.COM

MARKETING TALK: Company Towns of the Pacific 
Northwest author Linda Carlson will talk about 
“Marketing on a Budget” at tonight’s Whatcom 
Writers and Publishers meeting at 6:30pm at 
Nicki’s Bella Marina, 2615 S. Harbor Loop Dr. 
Show up at 5:30pm for happy hour. All writers are 
welcome.

 WWW.WHATCOMWRITERSANDPUBLISHERS.ORG 

THURS., OCT. 23
LIFE’S PURPOSE: Stacie Zinn Roberts will lead 
an interactive presentation based on her book 
How to Live Your Passion & Fulfill Your Dreams from 
6:30-9pm at the Ferndale Library, 2125 Main St. 
Entry is free. 

 WWW.WCLS.ORG 

LIFE IS A BOOK: Join writing teacher and 
author Brenda Peterson and a few of her pub-
lished students for a panel discussion dubbed 
“Your Life is a Book: How to Craft & Publish Your 

Memoir” at 7pm at Village Books, 1200 11th St. 
Entry is free. 

 671-2626 

COMMUNITY
THURS., OCT. 16 
PATAGONIA INSIGHTS: Patagonia’s Vincent 
Stanley will be joined by Yvon Chouinard, the 
outdoor company’s founder, to recount how 
Patagonia has made it work progressively 
more responsible at a Sustainable Connections 
“Speaker Series” presentation from 4-7pm at the 
Squalicum Boathouse. Entry is $40-$45. 

 WWW.SUSTAINABLECONNECTIONS.ORG 

CANDIDATE FORUM: Hunger, homelessness and 
social services will be the topics at a Candidate 
Forum featuring candidates for Washington State 
legislative districts 40 and 42 from 5:30-7:30pm 
at the Bellingham Municipal Court, 2014 C St. 

 676-0392 

FRI., OCT. 17
FALL FUNDRAISER: Love Inc will celebrate 25 
years of service in Whatcom County at a Fall Fun-
draiser starting at 6pm at Bellingham Covenant 
Church, 1530 E. Bakerview Rd. Entry is $20.

 WWW.WHATCOMLOVEINC.ORG 

OCT. 17-18
SCREAM FAIR: Visit the annual haunted house 
known as “Scream Fair” from 6:30-10:30pm Friday 
and Saturday at  the Henry Jansen Building at 
Lynden’s Northwest Washington Fairgrounds, 
1775 Front St. Entry is $10-$13, or $24 for a 
ticket that lets you skip the (typically long) line. 
The fright fest continues Oct. 24-25 and 30-31, 
as well as Sat., Nov. 1. 

 WWW.LASTCHANCEPRODUCTIONS.COM 

OCT. 17-23
ZOMBIE ASYLUM: A “Zombie Asylum” Haunted 
House will be open from 7-10pm Oct. 17-Nov. 1 
at the former Billy McHale’s site at 4301 Guide 
Meridian. Entry is $15. 

 (360) 527-2202 

MON., OCT. 20
GREEN BURIAL: Brian Flowers and Jodie Buller 
will discuss “Green Burial” at a free presenta-
tion from 6:30-8pm at the Cordata Community 
Food Co-op, 315 Westerly Rd. Please register in 
advance.

 734-8158 OR WWW.COMMUNITYFOOD.COOP 

ROCKS & GEMS: The Mt. Baker Rock & Gem Club 
will host its annual “White Elephant” Sale at 7pm 
at the Bloedel Donovan Community Building, 
2214 Electric Ave. Guests are welcome. 

 WWW.MTBAKERROCKCLUB.ORG 

TUES., OCT. 21
GODFATHER OF GREENING: Allen Hershkowitz, 
the senior scientist for the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, discusses the economics of 
business innovation and sustainability at 2:30pm 
at WWU’s Communication Facility, room #120. 
Entry to hear the “Godfather of Greening” is free.

 WWW.WWU.EDU 

OLD TIMERS’ TALES: The Burlington Historical 
Society will host is third annual “Old Timers’ 
Tales” from 7-8:30pm at the Burlington Library, 
820 E. Washington Ave. Longtime Burlington 
residents Don Mapes, Jim Neff, and Duane Stowe 
will share entertaining yarns of growing up in 
Burlington during the 1930s-1960s. Entry is free.

 (360) 757-4757 

doit

Recreational Cannabis
All 21+ Welcome

No Card Needed

*This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under
the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this
 product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
M-Sat 9:30-9, Sun 10:30-7

(360) 778-2357

Located between 
Boomer's and McKay's

1240 E. Maple St, 
Suite 103 Bellingham, WA

100 E.Chestnut, Bellingham, WA 98225  •  360 733-6440 

Trek       Fisher Collection       Salsa

Rocky Mountain        Electra

www.kulshancycles.com
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 HIKING   RUNNING  CYCLING
outside

B ob Ferris, former executive director of Bellingham’s RE Sources, re-
turns this month on his Two Talking Wolves Tour. Ferris will be joined 
by accomplished environmental journalist Todd Wilkinson, author of 

the book, Last Stand: Ted Turner’s Quest to Save a Troubled Planet, published 
this year. The foundation for both the book and the tour is rooted in Turner’s 
connection to wild things and wild places, as well as his journey into eco-
capitalism-humanitarianism.

The Two Talking Wolves, Ferris and Wilkinson, have known one another 
for nearly 20 years, having met shortly after wolves were reintroduced into 
Yellowstone National Park in 1995. Wilkinson, formerly a criminal reporter, 
soon became engaged in environmental reporting and authored the criti-
cally acclaimed Science under Siege: the Politicians’ War on Nature and Truth.

While the Turner story in Last Stand is about someone with extreme fi-
nancial success becoming an advocate for the protection of wildlife and the 
environment, the book and tour also speak to what can be accomplished 
by those without deep pockets. “Don’t accept that you can’t do something, 
and don’t think that what’s been done is the only way to do it. Be stub-
born enough to hold the vision,” Ferris says. In Last Stand, these are the 
sorts of things that make a difference: rethinking what needs to be done to 
make progress, and the need to navigate around government agencies and 
people’s prejudices in order to accomplish the right things at the right times.

Can conservation and capitalism be in the same room?
“Examine each question in terms of what is ethically and esthetically 

right, as well as what is economically expedient. A thing is right when it 
tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic commu-
nity. It is wrong when it tends otherwise,” writes Aldo Leopold in The Land 
Ethic, A Sand County Almanac.

conversely, corporate lawn management 
cost $6,000 per acre per year. “Savings [to 
corporations] are massive,” said Ferris, who 
worked in Washington D.C. on the Wildlife 
Habitat Enhancement Council during the 
same years of that study. And 25 percent 
of our nation’s private lands are now owned 
by corporations. 

Turner is among the largest individual 
landowners in North America, with approxi-
mately two  million acres of personal and 
ranch land in 12 U.S. states and Argenti-
na. More than 51,000 bison roam over 14 
Turner ranches located in the Great Plains 
States, comprising the world’s largest herd. 
And while Turner’s land helps to protect the 
survival of the species, the herds support 
a thriving bison meat industry. This is but 
one example of environmentalism and capi-
talism indeed sharing the same room.

Turner’s involvement with wolves is long-
term. After the Yellowstone reintroduction, 
he was bullish about having wolves on his 

property and eager to 
have them return, work-
ing toward this goal 
within regulatory and 
legal systems. Turner’s 
Flying D Ranch, com-
prised of 113,000 acres 
and containing the larg-
est single bison herd, is 
also home to the larg-
est concentration of 
wolves in the Lower 48. 
All of Turner’s ranchland 
is self-supporting and 
wolves are not upset-
ting this financial equi-
librium. Turner does not 
turn to USDA’s Wildlife 
Services for lethal wolf 
control, as so many U.S. 
ranchers have done, 
but rather is tolerant of 
them and happy to have 
wolves on his land.

In Last Stand, Wilkinson 
writes of the impact on 
Turner upon first seeing 
wolves on his property. “It 
is moving,” Ferris admits.

Ferris is a hard-nosed 
conservation advocate, and he feels this fits 
perfectly within Cascadia Wildlands, head-
quartered in Eugene, Ore., where he serves 
as executive director. Cascadia Wildlands is a 
grassroots conservation organization work-
ing in the U.S. Cascadia bioregion: the forest 
zone along the Pacific Coast from northern 
California up to south-central Alaska.

Of moving to Eugene and joining forces 
with Cascadia Wildlands, said Ferris, “It 
was a gift to myself.” Ten years ago, Ferris 
had progressed through the developmental 
part of his resume and now chooses to work 
on issues that intrigue him, finding this 
culture in Cascadia Wildlands and appreci-
ating being able to utilize his background 
in wildlife biology. 

BY TRICIA M. COOK

Last Stand
TWO TALKING WOLVES, TED TURNER, AND A TROUBLED PLANET

In mirroring Leopold’s sentiment, media 
mogul Turner began his transition from mo-
gul to philanthropist with an active commit-
ment to the anti-nuclear movement and to 
the United Nations. Now he is actively en-
gaged in environmental and wildlife issues 
and railing against the manmade causes of 
climate change. In spite of AOL’s and Time 
Warner‘s downfall, and as he watched his 
own net worth shrink five-fold, Turner hon-
ored his 1998 $1 billion commitment to the 
United Nations, and has continued to con-
tribute extensively to environmental and 
wildlife conservation. Turner believes that 
future magnates will be borne from their de-
velopment of green alternative and renew-
able energy.

Ferris thinks the potential to marry the 
two, conservation and capitalism, exists but 
that what is currently going on in Congress, 
as well as where the republican and demo-
cratic parties now are, is stalling the move-
ment’s progression.

“Twenty years ago, there were republi-
cans you could talk to about conservation 
and they kept the doors open, republicans 
like Wayne Gilcrest [former member of the 
United States House of Representatives, 
representing Maryland’s 1st congressional 
district] and John Chafee [former Republi-
can governor of Rhode Island ]. But it’s not 
like that anymore,” Ferris said. “Someone 
somewhere decided it is cheaper and more 
efficient to change the political situation, 
creating a more adversarial political cli-
mate and driving apart environmental con-
servation efforts.” Innovative and creative 
thought has been derailed, Ferris believes.

Nonetheless, Ferris is encouraged we can 
return to progress in conservation efforts, 
and that there may be ways for capitalists 
and conservationists to come together. Fer-
ris wants corporations to become engaged 
in conservation and he understands that 
money talks. He points to an early 1990s 
study showing that managing great swaths 
of corporate land for wildlife cost those 
corporations $115 per acre per year, while 

HEAR 
WHAT: Two Talk-
ing Wolves
WHEN: 7pm 
Weds., Oct. 22
WHERE: Seafar-
ers’ Memo-
rial Park Building, 
Anacortes (601 
Seafarers’ Way)
---------------
WHEN: 4pm 
Thurs. Oct. 22
WHERE: Huxley 
College, Western 
Washington Uni-
versity
---------------
WHEN: 7pm Fri. 
Oct. 24
WHERE: Village 
Books
INFO: www.
cascwild.org



23

CA
SC

A
D

IA
 W

EE
K

LY
 #

42
.0

9
10

.1
5.

14
 D

O 
IT

  2
  

M
A

IL
  4

  
V

IE
W

S 
 6

CU
R

R
EN

TS
  8

W
OR

D
S 

 20
G

ET
 O

U
T 

 22
ST

A
G

E 
 24

A
R

T 
 26

 M
U

SI
C  

28
 F

IL
M

  3
2 

B
-B

OA
R

D  
36

  
 F

O
OD

  4
2 

  
G

ET
 O

U
T 

 22
 

WED., OCT. 15
ALMOST ABLAZE: Teton Gravity Research makes 
a stop in Bellingham to show their latest ski and 
snowboard film, Almost Ablaze, at 7:30pm at the 
Mount Baker Theatre, 104 N. Commercial St. Tick-
ets to view the global odyssey are $6-$14. 

 WWW.MOUNTBAKERTHEATRE.COM 

THURS., OCT. 16
THE GALAPAGOS: Marie Eaton focuses on “The 
Galapagos!” at a Travelogue Series presentation at 
7pm at Whatcom Museum’s Old City Hall, 121 Front 
St. Suggested donation is $3. 

 778-7000 OR WWW.COB.ORG 

FRI., OCT. 17
WILD THINGS: Kids, adults and adventurers can 
join Wild Whatcom Walks for “Wild Things” excur-
sions from 9:30-11am every Friday in October at 
the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. Entry is by 
donation. 

 WWW.WILDWHATCOM.ORG 

GHOST HUNT CLASS: Two of Bellingham 
Observers of the Odd and Obscure’s (BOOO) lead 
paranormal investigators will lead a “Ghost 
Hunt Class” tonight from 7pm-12am in some of 
Bellingham’s most intriguing haunts (the location 
will be revealed upon registration). Entry is $50, 
and includes an introduction into the world of 
ghost hunting and a real-life investigation. An 
additional class happens Oct. 24. 

 WWW.GHOSTHUNTCLASS.WIX.COM 

OCT. 17-18
SKI SWAP: Komo Kulshan Ski Club will host 
its annual Ski & Snowboard Swap & Sale from 
4-9:30pm Friday and 9am-2pm Saturday at the 
Bloedel Donovan Park Gym, 2214 Electric Ave. 
Entry is free; however, if you show up from 3-4pm 
Friday for early-bird shopping, there will be a $10 
charge. 

 WWW.KOMOKULSHANSKICLUB.ORG 

GORE & LORE TOURS: Bellingham’s scariest sto-
ries and real-life horrors can be experienced when 
the  Good Time Girls host their infamous spooky  
“Gore & Lore” history tours at 6pm Friday and 
Saturday at the Bureau of Historical Investigation 
(217 W. Holly St.) and 6pm Friday at Sycamore 
Square (12th and Harris). Entry is $15. 

 WWW.THEBUREAUBELLINGHAM.COM 

SAT., OCT. 18 
PADDEN HALF-MARATHON: Run through a 
scenic and challenging setting as part of the Lake 
Padden Trail Half Marathon starting at 9am at 
Lake Padden, 4882 Samish Way. Entry is $60. Prize 
money will be available for top finishers. 

 WWW.LAKEPADDENTRAILHALF.COM 

CHILD LOSS AWARENESS: As part of Child 
Death/Loss Awareness Month, attend a walk 
and balloon release in support of families who 
have lost a child of any age starting at 11am at 
the south entrance at Bay View Cemetery, 1420 
Woburn St. Entry is free. 

 WWW.MISSFOUNDATION.ORG 

WILD RUMPUS: Join Wild Whatcom to raise 
funds for the outdoors-focused nonprofit at a 
“Wild Rumpus” benefit from 4-9pm at Eagle’s Hall, 
1125 N. Forest St. Live music, family-friendly barn 
dances, a silent auction and raffle, beer, and food 
and drinks will be part of the fun. Entry is $5 per 
person or $20 per family.

 WWW.WILDWHATCOM.ORG 

ERUPTION HISTORY: “Mt. Baker Eruption 
History and Hazards: The Active Volcano in our 

Backyard” will the focus of a presentation with 
retired WCC geologist Doug McKeever at 4:30pm at 
the Deming Library, 2044 Mt. Baker Hwy. The free, 
family-friendly event happens again at 7pm Tues., 
Oct. 2 at the Ferndale Library, 2125 Main St. 

 WWW.WCLS.ORG 

GHOST WALK: Purchase tickets in advance for 
the “Concrete Ghost Walk,” which kicks off to-
night at 6pm at the Concrete Theatre, 45920 Main 
St. Learn about the characters and events that 
have shaped the spirited community, hear from 
local residents (living and otherwise) and enjoy a 
tour along the haunts of Main Street. Entry is $10. 

 WWW.CONCRETE-THEATRE.COM 

SUN., OCT. 19
CHUCKANUT ENDURO: Mountain bikers can 
expect “four stages with approximately 4,000 
feet of descending and overall times in the 25-35 
minute range” at the Chuckanut Enduro starting 
at 9:30am at Larrabee State Park, 245 Chuckanut 
Dr. Entry is $40-$75.

 WWW.CASCADIADIRTCUP.ORG 

RUN, WALK AND ROLL: Help bring attention 
to National Disability Awareness Month at today’s 
“Run, Walk and Roll” 5K starting at 10:30am at 
the Squalicum Boathouse, 2600 N. Harbor Loop Dr. 
Entry to the event—which is hosted by Work Op-
portunities in Whatcom County—is $13-$15. Ad-
ditional fundraising opportunities are available. 

 WWW.WORKOPP.EJOINME.ORG/5K 

MUSHROOM SHOW: Join the Northwest Mush-
roomers Association for its 25th annual “Wild 
Mushroom Show” from 12-5pm at the Bloedel 
Donovan Community Building, 2214 Electric Ave. 
Admission is $3-$5 and includes mushroom talks 
by local experts and surprise guests, a “touch and 
feel” table, coloring and crafts for kids, displays 
of locally collected mushrooms, identification of 
specimens and more. 

 WWW.NORTHWESTMUSHROOMERS.ORG 

MON., OCT. 20
BASE CAMP: Award-wining filmmaker, photogra-
pher, author and multimedia artist Dianne Whelan 
shares gripping stories from her autobiographical 
book, Base Camp: 40 Days on Everest, at 7pm at 
Village Books, 1200 11th St. 

 WWW.VILLAGEBOOKS.COM 

WED., OCT. 22
ADVENTURE BASICS: “International & Adven-
ture Travel Basics” will be the focus of a free 
presentation by Bob Lau at 6pm at REI, 400 36th 
St. Please register in advance. 

 647-8955 OR WWW.REI.COM 

THURS., OCT. 23 
TEDDY BEAR RUN: Join staff from Fairhaven 
Runners for a five-mile social run starting at 
5:30pm at the Interurban Trail rotary trailhead 
parking lot off Old Fairhaven Pkwy. The group will 
make its way to Teddy Bear Cove via the Interur-
ban Trail and Arroyo Park. The free event will also 
include Zensah demos and raffles. 

 WWW.FAIRHAVENRUNNERS.COM 

MT. BAKER FILM FEST: Attend the 15th annual 
Mt. Baker Film Fest starting at 7:45pm at the 
Mount Baker Theatre, 104 N. Commercial St. In ad-
dition to the great selection of winter sports clips 
from local and international filmmakers, there’s 
be a Vendor Expo starting at 6pm with local ski 
and board shop businesses, a photo booth, games 
and prizes (including a Mt. Baker season pass). 
Entry is $8-$10 (free for season pass-holders). 

 WWW.MOUNTBAKERTHEATRE.COM 

doit

1145 NORTH STATE STREET 
IN THE HISTORIC HERALD BUILDING

ROCK AND RYE
OYSTER HOUSE

EST. 2014
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THEATER   DANCE  PROFILES

staGe

BY AMY KEPFERLE 

Hide and Seek
ARE THE KIDS ALRIGHT?

I n the opening piece for Hide and Seek, Kuntz and Company’s latest communi-
ty-focused production opening Oct. 17 at the Firehouse PAC, dancers Angela 
Kiser and Ian Bivens deftly carry around a baggage claim’s worth of luggage. 

While watching their nimble back-and-forth—which soon becomes a power strug-
gle over who will carry the suitcases, who will pick them up when they’re dropped 
and which one of them will take on the heavier burden—it becomes apparent that 
what the duo is presenting to the public is, in fact, a metaphor for what happens 
when people carry around emotional baggage, and what occurs when they have to 
make the decision to either hold onto it forever, or find a way to let it go.

Being that Hide and Seek was created to explore how children are cared for in our 
community through the eyes of kids, families and “the system,” it’s apt that the 
baggage metaphor continues in more than one of the nine pieces that are part of 
the production—which, per usual where the nonprofit dance and theater company 
is concerned, combines the talents of professional performers with the community 
members whose stories are being told.  

And, although one of the works includes the astounding talents of a particularly 
precocious local first-grader named Reyna, it should be pointed out that the per-

formance contains some pretty intense sub-
ject matter, and is not recommended viewing 
for kids (don’t worry, Reyna will have already 
left the theater by the time the more disturb-
ing stories are told). 

Through dance, film and first-person nar-
ratives by people who work with kids on a 
regular basis, audiences will discover that 
although there’s a strong support system for 
children in Whatcom County, kids still fall 
through the cracks. They are beaten. They are 
sexually abused. Kids are sometimes taken 
from their dysfunctional families and end up 
with foster parents who aren’t much better. 

How our community deals with these horror 
stories is at the heart of Hide and Seek. Artis-
tic director Pam Kuntz says she started think-
ing about putting the production together 
after Alan Stein, a Brigid Collins board mem-

ber, asked her if she’d make 
a piece about how we care 
for—or don’t care for—the 
children in Whatcom Coun-
ty. She discussed the idea 
with a few of her creative 
collaborators, and decided 
to do it. 

“I think inside of these 
nine individuals stories we 
learn a great deal about 
what works, and what 
doesn’t, and I hope some 
of that sticks,” Kuntz says. 
“An example for me; After 
speaking with Jay Jordan, 
the principal at Shuksan 
Middle School, I now see 
the staff and faculty at 
Carl Cozier (my children’s 
school) in a very different 
way. It is actually a pretty 
big difference. Taking the 

time to listen and watch, and allowing what-
ever feelings come about, is what I hope the 
audience will do. If that happens I believe 
they will leave the theater with something 
new. They may not know it, but I believe it 
will happen.” 

And, although she expected there’d be dif-
ficult subject matter to wade through and 
disseminate, Kuntz says she was surprised by 
how optimistic she felt after hearing the com-
munity members share their own experiences. 

“Even with the heavier stuff, what came 
through was how much people care and how 
much people are doing,” she says. “That 
was a great realization, and leaves me quite 
hopeful.”  

ATTEND
WHAT: Hide and 
Seek 
WHEN: 7:30pm 
Oct 17-18 and 
24-25; 5pm Sun., 
Oct. 19 and 26
WHERE: Fire-
house Perform-
ing Arts Center, 
1314 Harris Ave. 
COST: $15 (or 
pay what you 
can at the door) 
INFO: www.
kuntzandco.org

STAGE 

WED., OCT. 15
DINNER THEATER: A mystery/comedy 
dubbed 2 Timing is 1 Too Many shows at 7pm 
at the Silver Reef Casino’s Event Center. 
Tickets are $39.50 and include a three-
course meal. 

 WWW.SILVERREEFCASINO.COM 

VAUDEVILLINGHAM: The Bellingham 
Circus Guild hosts its monthly “Vaudevil-
lingham” variety show fundraiser at 7pm 
and 9pm performances at the Cirque Lab, 
1401 6th St., suite #102. Entry to see the 
shows is a suggested $5-$10.

 WWW.BELLINGHAMCIRCUSGUILD.COM 

COMEDY AT THE SHOE: Attend the weekly 
“Shoe Me the Funny” comedy showcase 
starting at 9pm every Wednesday at the 
Ranch Room at the Horseshoe Cafe, 113 E. 
Holly St.  Entry is free. 

 WWW.FACEBOOK.COM 

THURS., OCT. 16
COMEDY OPEN MIC: A “Comedy Open 
Mic” happens from 7-9pm on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month at Western 
Washington University’s Underground 
Coffeehouse in the Viking Union. Entry 
is free.

 WWW.WWU.EDU 

PEDAL PUNK: A pedal-driven performance 
apparatus dubbed the “Gantry Bike” will 
be at the heart of Cirque Mechanics’ “Pedal 
Punk” performance at 7:30pm Thursday at 
the Mount Baker Theatre, 104 N. Commer-
cial St. Tickets to the “industrial circus” 
show—which includes acrobats, cyclists, 
pole climbers, trapeze artists and more—
are $20-$45. 

 734-6080 OR  

WWW.MOUNTBAKERTHEATRE.COM 

GOOD, BAD, UGLY: Watch “The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly” at 8pm every Thursday 
at the Upfront Theatre, 1208 Bay St. At 
10pm, stick around for the “Project.” Entry 
is $4-$7.

 733-8855 OR WWW.THEUPFRONT.COM 

OCT. 16-19
THESE SEVEN SICKNESSES: Settle in to 
view These Seven Sicknesses this weekend 
at 6:30pm shows Thursday through 
Saturday, and 3pm Sunday, at the iDiOM 
Theater, 1418 Cornwall Ave. The four-and-
a-half hour play features performances 
of the seven remaining plays by ancient 
Greek playwright Sophocles. Tickets are 
$25 and include dinner and dessert. P.S. 
Since iDiOM met its recent Kickstarter 
goal, the Oct. 16 show will be free for 
students. Additional performances happen 
through Nov. 2. 

 WWW.IDIOMTHEATER.COM 

ANYTHING GOES: The Tony Award-win-
ning musical Anything Goes continues this 
weekend with shows at 7:30pm Thursday 
through Saturday, and 2pm Sunday, at 
Anacortes Community Theatre, 918 M Ave. 
Entry is $20. 

 WWW.ACTTHEATRE.COM 

FRI., OCT. 17
NEW OLD TIME CHAUTAUQUA: Juggling, 
magic, dance, storytelling, music, trapeze, 

doit
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poetry and more will be part of the fun 
when the New Old Time Chautauqua returns 
to Mount Vernon for a 7:30pm show at the 
Lincoln Theatre, 712 S. First St. Both local 
and internationally acclaimed performers 
will take part. Tickets are $10-$16. 

 WWW.LINCOLNTHEATRE.ORG 

OCT. 17-18
HELLINGHAM: Help figure out whodunnit 
when the perennially popular improvised 
murder mystery known as “Hellingham” 
returns to the stage for 8pm and 10pm 
shows every Friday and Saturday through 
October at the Upfront Theatre, 1208 Bay 
St. Tickets are $10-$12. 

 WWW.THEUPFRONT.COM 

SAT., OCT. 18
THE BIRDS: The radio drama troupe known 
as the Midnight Mystery Players present an 
adaptation of Daphne du Maurier’s novel 
The Birds at 6:30pm at the Encore Room at 
the Mount Baker Theatre, 104 N. Commer-
cial St. Entry is $5 at the door. 

 WWW.MIDNIGHTMYSTERYPLAYERS.COM 

NICK SWARDSON: Comedian Nick 
Swardson—Grown Ups 2, Back in the Day, 
Bucky Larson—brings his “Taste It” Tour to 
Bellingham for an 8pm performance at the 
Mount Baker Theatre, 104 N. Commercial St. 
Tickets to see the longtime television and 
movie performer are $40. 

 734-6080 OR  

WWW.MOUNTBAKERTHEATRE.COM 

OCT. 23-NOV. 1 
VIETNAM PLAYS: View two plays honoring 
the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War 
when Streamers and Piece of My Heart  —
works that explore the full spectrum of the 
Vietnam experience—have alternate-night 
showings from Oct. 23-Nov. 1 at Western 
Washington University’s Performing Arts 
Center. Tickets are $7-$12. 

 650-6146 OR WWW.TICKETS.WWU.EDU 

DANCE
FRI., OCT. 17
PEACE DANCE: Honor the world’s spiritual 
traditions through meditative movement 
at the monthly “Dances of Universal Peace” 
from 7-9pm at the Center for Spiritual Liv-
ing, 2224 Yew Street Rd. No previous experi-
ence is necessary. Admission is by donation.

 733-5745 

SAT., OCT. 18
NBT’S DRACULA: Northwest Ballet 
Theatre presents its first performance 
of Dracula at 7:30pm at Mount Vernon’s 
McIntyre Hall, 2501 E. College Way. Tickets 
to the production—which brings Bram 
Stoker’s novel to life through dance—are 
$25-$35. Additional showings happen 
Oct. 25-26 at the Mount Baker Theatre in 
Bellingham.

 WWW.MCINTYREHALL.ORG 

SALSA NIGHT: Join Rumba Northwest 
for “Salsa Night” starting at 9pm every 
Saturday at Cafe Rumba, 1430 N. State St. 
After an introductory lesson, attendees 
can dance to the a mix of Latin rhythms, 
including salsa, merengue, bachata, cha-
cha-cha, and more. Entry is $4.

 WWW.RUMBANORTHWEST.COM 

doit

  360.647.0712     1440 10th Street      Historic Fairhaven     Bellingham

Check our website for our Fall class schedule

yoganor thwest . com

since 1979N O R T H W E S T
YO G A

m

new studentdiscount$20 off! 

You can  
still sign up!  
for our 12-week

fall 
session

9/22 - 12/14
Learn to do  

Yoga  
in a healthy
happy way
with our 
expert

instructors
in a  

welcoming
atmosphere!

35  
classes 
weekly 

total beginners  
to advanced 

students 
welcome

Flexible Makeups! 

THE B.K.S. IYENGAR YOGA CENTER OF BELLINGHAM
sinceceee 119 1971971979197997997997979799T

AMMM Thank You   Bellingham  for Voting Us BEST  YOGA 8 Years in a Row!!

Live Music Thursdays
& Some Saturdays

All music starts at 7:30PM

The Corner Pub
is Open!

COLD BEER  •  GREAT FOOD

Meatloaf Monday

Taco Tuesday 

 Wing Wednesday

 $2 Pints of Rainier Beer
 $450 Gizzards on Thursday

with Live Music

Breakfast Sunday, 10am

Fancy Pants Happy Hour 
12-6pm Specials on

Microbrews & Cocktail List
1/3 Pound Certified Angus 

100 Percent Ground 
Chuck Burgers

Fish & Chips • Ribs
Pan Fried Oysters

Broasted Chicken!!
Best Drink Prices 

in the Valley!

11-10 Thursday thru Saturday
Open 11-9 Monday thru Wednesday

10-9 Sunday
Always open later if everyone is having a good time!

14565 Allen West Road • Bow, WA 98232 • 360.757.6113

BINGO! 
Monday Nights 

Starting October 20th
4:30pm-7:30pm

  ENERGY?
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Maitri Space Awareness: The 
Five Buddha Families
     October 25th & 26th 
      9:00 am - 6:00 pm

 ~ CE Certificate Available ~

meditation center

b e l l i n g h a m . s h a m b h a l a . o r g

Studio

Gallactica

Loves

You

 

 
  

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore Spirituality    †    Encounter the Sacred 

 

Who is the Episcopal Church? 
Find out!   Wednesday evenings 6:45pm - 8:00pm 

The Episcopal Church:  A class about history, 
polity, governance, worship, and mission. 

Theologies of Jesus:  What does it mean 
to say that Jesus is our Lord, Savior, Liberator, and 
is fully human and fully divine? 

The Healing Ministry of Christ Today: 
Explore the interrelationship between body, mind, 
spirit and relationships. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Walnut at Eldridge 

StPaulsBellingham.org 
Licensed childcare 

provided 

Gallactica
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visual
GALLERIES  OPENINGS  PROFILESGALLERIES  OPENINGS  PROFILES

BY AMY KEPFERLE 

Reaching Beyond
SIXTY YEARS OF CRAFTS AND CREATIVITY

L arry Metcalf has his grandmother to thank for his lifelong love of 
making art. 

That’s what he told a recent gathering of the Whatcom Museum 
Advocates last Thursday as he stood at a podium set up in the sun-
infused hallway of the museum’s Lightcatcher Building. 

“I’m a lifetime maker of things,” the longtime Northwest Designer 
Craftsmen (NWDC) member and two-time president of the organization 
told the advocates and other curious visitors in a short presentation 
before leading a tour of “Reaching Beyond: Northwest Designer Crafts-
men at 60.” 

While Metcalf ’s grandmother is indeed the one that sparked his cre-
ative fire—as a kid, he’d sit at her feet when she crocheted, and he was 
more than happy to take her up on her suggestions to “look out at the 
garden and paint”—he stresses that his artistic aspirations were also 
supported by high school and college instructors and, later, by other 
members of NWDC.

The group’s mission to “promote excellence of design and craftsman-
ship, and to stimulate public appreciation and interest in fine craft” 
jibed with his own, and four decades later—with a NWDC Lifetime 

UPCOMING EVENTS

OCT. 16-18
CRAFT & ANTIQUE SHOW: More than 100 
artisans and antique vendors will show and 
sell their wares at the 25th annual “Lynden 
Craft & Antique Show” from 10am-8pm 
Thursday and Friday, and 10am-5pm Satur-
day, at the NW Washington Fairgrounds, 1775 
Front St. Entry is $5-$6. 

 WWW.LYNDENCRAFTANTIQUESHOW.COM 

SAT., OCT. 18
BELLINGHAM COMICON: Norm Breyfogle, 
Aaron Lopresti, Patricia Briggs, Randy Em-
berlin, and Stefano Gaudiano will be joined 
by local artists and writers to share their 
creative wares at the 6th annual Bellingham 
Comicon from 10am-5pm at the Ferndale 
Events Center, 5715 Barrett Dr. Exhibitors 
will also offer comic books from the Golden 
Age to the current day, toys, Magic the Gath-
ering, and a vast selection of collectibles. 
Entry is $7 (free for those under 7). 

 WWW.BELLINGHAMCOMICON.COM 

ONGOING EXHIBITS 
ALLIED ARTS: “Of Fish & Feathers” shows 
through Oct. 31 at Allied Arts Gallery, 1418 
Cornwall Ave. Works by Ann Marie Cooper, 
Vikki Jackson, Christina Boyd, and Gary 
Armstrong are on display. 

 WWW.ALLIEDARTS.ORG

ANCHOR ART SPACE: Peruse “Flow Chart: 
Surge” through Oct. 19 in Anacortes at Anchor 
Art Space, 216 Commercial Ave. The site-
specific installation was created by Joe Page. 

 WWW.ANCHORARTSPACE.ORG 

ARTWOOD:  Tom Dolese will be the featured 
artist through October at Fairhaven’s Art-
wood Gallery, 1000 Harris Ave. His new work 
includes a a credenza made of Sapele and 
Figuered maple.

 WWW.ARTWOODGALLERY.COM 

CASA QUE PASA: Twenty never-before-
exhibited works from Charles “Bonesy” 
Jones—who died in 2005—will be on display 
through October and November at Casa Que 
Pasa, 1415 Railroad Ave. 

 441-7669 

CHUCKANUT BREWERY: Photography by Ira 
Feenstra will be on display through Nov. 22 at 
Chuckanut Brewery & Kitchen, 601 W. Holly St. 
Both black-and-white and color photography 
by the Ferndale-based artist can be viewed. 

 WWW.CHUCKANUTBREWERYANDKITCHEN.COM 

CITY HALL: A multi-artist exhibit dubbed 
“A Celebration of Trees” is on display 
through Nov. 14 at Bellingham City Hall, 210 
Lottie St. 

 WWW.COB.ORG 

DEMING LIBRARY: View paintings by Xiao 
Rong through Oct. 25 at the Deming Library, 
5044 Mt. Baker Hwy. 

 305-3600 

FISHBOY GALLERY: Check out the contem-
porary folk art of RR Clark from 1:30-5pm 
every Mon.-Fri. at the FishBoy Gallery, 617 
Virginia St. 

 714-0815 OR WWW.FISHBOYGALLERY.COM

doit

Achievement Award under his belt—he’s happy to 
continue to sing its praises. 

When Metcalf joined the NWDC, there were 23 
members. These days, membership is approximately 
180 and includes craftspeople from Washington, Or-
egon, Idaho, and beyond. Members range in age from 
30 (ceramic sculptor Eva Funderburgh) to 102 (glass 
artist Russel Day, the organization’s oldest member 
and last living founder), and mediums represented 
include clay, wood, metal, fiber and mixed-media. 

Visitors got to take a closer look at the vari-
ous interpretations of “crafts” once the meeting 
moved from the hallway into the gallery. While 
Metcalf wasn’t able to disseminate each and every 
one of the 140 works being exhibited by 90 of the 

NWDC artists, he was able to 
shed insight on what it means 
to devote your life to the cre-
ation of objects. 

In one example, a longtime 
member who’d started out as 
an enamelist had a painting on 
display—the only “traditional” 
painting in the entire exhibit. 

“Do we say painting isn’t craft 
and craft isn’t art?” Metcalf pos-
ited. “What is art? What is craft? 
All are ideas, communication 
and design.”

After touring the exhibit, I’d 
have to say I agree with Met-
calf’s consensus that crafts 
are indeed art, and vice versa. 
Whether they were working 
with raku clay, porcelain, terra 
cotta, archival wax, copper, lead 
crystal, mulberry paper, waxed 
linen, vintage journal pages, 
stainless steel, mesh, hog guts 
or vintage lace, each of the con-
tributors displayed something 
that was interesting to look at 
(sometimes mesmerizing) and 
sparked the imagination. 

That included Metcalf’s two 
mixed-media pieces, one-of-a-
kind fiber assemblages replete 
with exotic bird feathers, gilded 

fig leaves, carefully woven fabrics and steel strings, 
and what looks to be knitting needles. 

“I picked up a crochet needle, just like my 
grandmother did, with a little basket by my side” 
Metcalf told the crowd of making what he called 
his “fetishes.” 

“I really enjoy the process, and that’s what I love 
about working with fiber. Giving birth to art is a 
dual process—for me, anyway.” 

ATTEND 
WHAT: “Reaching 
Beyond: North-
west Designer 
Craftsmen at 60” 
WHEN: 12-5pm 
Tues.-Sun., 
through Jan. 4
WHERE: Whatcom 
Museum’s Light-
catcher Building, 
250 Flora St. 
INFO:  
www.whatcom 
museum.org
----------------
WHAT: Brown 
Bag: Meet artists 
from “Northwest 
Designer 
Craftsmen” 
WHEN: 2:30pm 
Thurs., Nov. 6
WERE: Meet at 
the Lightcatcher 
lobby
COST: Free with 
$5 Thursday 
admission

Detail of Larry Metcalf’s 
piece in “Reaching Beyond”
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GOOD EARTH: “Spooky Ceramics” will be on 
display through October at Good Earth Pottery, 
1000 Harris Ave. 

 WWW.GOODEARTHPOTS.COM

HONEY SALON: Screen print and graphic artist 
Tim Hubner’s “After After Party” shows through 
Nov. 28 at Honey Salon, 310 W. Holly St. 

 WWW.HONEYBELLINGHAM.COM 

JANSEN ART CENTER: Whatcom Artist Studio 
Tour artists are currently exhibiting their work 
at at Lynden’s Jansen Art Center, 321 Front St. A 
Fall Community Exhibit is also on display 

 WWW.JANSENARTCENTER.ORG

LUCIA DOUGLAS: View the sea and the moun-
tains of the Northwest via E.V. Wick’s “Land and 
Sea” exhibit on display through Nov. 15 at the 
Lucia Douglas Gallery, 1415 13th St. Currently, 
the show is open by appointment only.

 WWW.LUCIADOUGLAS.COM 

MAKE.SHIFT: View “Bellingham is Burning,” 
featuring Bellingham concert posters by Art 
Chantry—one of the American underground’s 
premiere graphic artist-designers—through Oct. 
31 at Make.Shift Art Space, 306 Flora St. Chantry 
will be in town for an Artist Q&A Sat., Oct. 25. 

 WWW.MAKESHIFTPROJECT.COM 

MATZKE OPENING: Peruse “Green Art” through 
Nov. 9 at Camano Island’s Matzke Gallery and 
Sculpture Park, 2345 Blanche Way. The multi-
artist exhibit  features the four artists featured 
in the book Trees, Leaves and Roots, and others.

 WWW.MATZKEFINEART.COM 

MONA: “Accreted Terrane” and “To Be Alone To-
gether” show through Jan. 4 at La Conner’s Museum 
of Northwest Art, 121 S. First St. Entry is free. 

 WWW.MONAMUSEUM.ORG 

QUILT MUSEUM: View “Elin Noble: Vox Stel-
larum,” Grace Hawley’s “Hawaiian Quilting: 
Traditions Continue” and “Best of the Festival” 
through Dec. 28 at the La Conner Quilt & Textile 
Museum, 703 S. Second St. 

 WWW.LACONNERQUILTS.ORG 

SCOTT MILO GALLERY: View a new collection 
of fall still-life color photographs by Randy 
Dana through Nov. 4 in Anacortes at the Scott 
Milo Gallery, 420 Commercial Ave. Also showing 
are watercolors by Cindy Briggs and Theresa 
Goesling, and oils by Ramona Hammerly and Don 
de Llamas.

 WWW.SCOTTMILO.COM 

SEIFERT & JONES: View images by Grant 
Gunderson, one of the ski industry’s most 
dedicated photographers, through December at 
Seifert & Jones Wine Merchants, 19 Prospect 
St. Each image will be available for purchase in 
many sizes and formats. 

 WWW.SJWINEMERCHANTS.COM 

SKAGIT MUSEUM: View “125 Years of Wash-
ington’s Quilts” through Nov. 16 at La Conner’s 
Skagit County Museum, 501 S. 4th St. 

 WWW.SKAGITCOUNTY.NET/MUSEUM 

SMITH & VALLEE: Acrylic paintings and 
sculptures by Skagit Valley artist John Robbins 
show through Oct. 26 at Edison’s Smith & Vallee 
Gallery, 5742 Gilkey Ave. 

 WWW.SMITHANDVALLEE.COM 

WESTERN GALLERY: “Dianne Kornberg: 
Madonna Comix and Other Collaborations” is 
on display at Western Washington University’s 
Western Gallery through Nov. 22. Entry is free 
and open to the public. 

 WWW.WESTERNGALLERY.WWU.EDU 

WHATCOM ART MARKET: From 10am-6pm every 
Thursday through Monday, stop by the Whatcom 
Art Guild’s Art Market at Fairhaven’s Waldron 
Building, 1314 12th St. 

 WWW.WHATCOMARTGUILD.ORG 

WHATCOM MUSEUM: “The Art of Genre: Post-
ers from Hollywood’s Golden Age,” “Reaching 
Beyond: Northwest Designer Craftsmen at 60,” 
“Peak of Their Professions: The Murrow Broth-
ers,” and “Big Cameras, Big Trees: Darius Kinsey 
at Large in the Woods” can currently be viewed 
on the Whatcom Museum campus. 

 WWW.WHATCOMMUSEUM.ORG 

doit

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
MI SHOES!!

Mon-Sat: 10-6pm   Sun: 11-4pm

(360)715-2046 or www.mymishoes.com

1315 Railroad Ave, Downtown Bellingham

Help us celebrate 9 years in business
by shopping our store wide sale October 20-26th.

October 19th

northwestmushroomers.org

Bloedel Donovan, 
Bellingham

12-5 PM

$5 adults
$3 students & seniors

kids free

Come see hundreds of 
mushroom species and 

learn about our region’s 
diverse fungi.

 Fungal fun for all ages!

Touch  Smell  Learn
Enjoy  Cultivate

The sixth annual Bellingham Comicon brings superheroes (and villains) to the forefront Sat., Oct. 18 at the 
Ferndale Events Center
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music
SHOW PREVIEWS › ›  RUMOR HAS IT

LIKE MANY OF you, most of the music I take 
in on the regular happens within about a half-
mile-square area of downtown Bellingham. One 
of the truly glorious things about living here 
is you can, just about any night of the week, 
wander from show to show to show, popping 
into different venues, taking in bands of vari-
ous types and genres and never leaving the 
comfort of the Central Business District. 

This is, in fact, an easy and pleasurable way 
to pass the time, which is why some of us have 
spent whole years at this particular pursuit. 

Occasionally, however, all of us need to 
change it up a little.

That need for novelty is one of the things 
that saw me accept a friend’s invitation to 
the Lynden Music Festival, where I found my-
self watching Pole-
cat play inside the 
Pioneer Museum.

The experience 
served as an excel-
lent reminder that 
music fans exist be-
yond the downtown 
core that is the 
stomping grounds 
for so many of us, 
and those fans are all the more appreciative be-
cause they can’t just wander from show to show 
to show every night of the week. I came away 
from the outing impressed by not only the job 
done by the organizers of Lynden’s homegrown 
music festival, but also the enthusiasm of those 
in attendance. As it turns out, people do dance 
in Lynden, and sometimes that dancing is en-
couraged. Of course, Polecat was as amazing as 
ever. Truth is, I’ve never actually seen this band 
play anything other than an excellent show, so I 
knew they’d be worth the trip.

Now that I’ve extolled the virtues of seeing 
music in more far-flung places, I’d like to bring 
your attention to something happening in that 
aforementioned half-mile of downtown. Robby 
Cleary, he of N7E Records, has put no small 
amount of effort into booking a weekend-long 
punk extravaganza at the Cabin Tavern. 

Such a happening is noteworthy because 
Cleary is one of the driving forces in making 
sure punk is well-represented in our music com-
munity, and his “All-American Punk Rock Week-
end” taking place Oct. 17-19 is a celebration of 
all the bands and things he holds dear. It’s also 
worth checking out because punk shows are 
fun, the Cabin is fun, therefore, a whole week-
end’s worth of punk shows at the Cabin is guar-
anteed to be good times and cheap thrills. The 
weekend starts as weekends do around here 
on Friday night, and between then and Sunday 
when the Cabin kicks everyone out after last 
call you’ll see Piggy (feat. former Black Flag 
singer Ron Reyes), Agonizer, Potbelly, Brain-
sick, Proud Failures, Muppet Fetish, Girl Guts, 
Totalizer, and more. Tickets are dirt cheap, 
and as long as everyone sort of behaves them-
selves, Cleary will get to do this every year. 

Rumor Has It

BY CAREY ROSS

BY CAREY ROSS 

Nicki Bluhm and 
the Gramblers 
ON THE ROAD AGAIN

W hen we last checked in with Nicki Bluhm, she was in the midst 
of having what can only be described as A Moment. 

It was just a couple of years ago, in March 2012, to be exact, 
that Bluhm saw her musical destiny change almost overnight. 

However, in order to understand what happened during that fateful 
month, we must go back further, six months earlier, to a time when Bluhm 
and her band the Gramblers had spent too many hours in a tour van, bored 
and looking for some sort of diversion to pass the time. They found it 
in learning covers of their favorite songs, with the band providing un-
orthodox instrumentation (a ukulele and a melodica figure prominently) 
and Bluhm contributing vocals. They recorded their efforts via iPhone, 
dubbed them the “Van Sessions,” and threw them up on YouTube, mostly 
for their friends.

Rather than sticking to a particular genre or set of artists, the band 
seemed to cover whatever songs happened to capture their fancy at that 

moment, which resulted in videos of such 
songs as Whitney Houston’s “How Will I 
Know,” Buddy Holly’s “Everyday,” Bobby Mc-
Ferrin’s “Don’t Worry, Be Happy,” Funkadelic’s 
“Can You Get to That,” and others. 

Over time, the circle of people watching 
Bluhm’s mobile music-making extended be-
yond just their immediate friends and ac-
quaintances, with each new upload garner-
ing more and more hits.

However, nothing could have prepared 
Bluhm and her Gramblers for what would 
happen when the 17th installment of Van 
Sessions was launched into cyberspace. As 
the story goes, the band recorded song 17, a 
cover of the Hall and Oates classic “I Can’t Go 
for That” just before exiting cell phone range 
for an extended period of time. When they 
logged back in, they immediately realized 
this was no standard Van Session, and by 
the time a week was over, their simple video 
had racked up more than a million hits. In 
the ensuing days, their cover would go on to 
double that hit count, show up in all forms of 
social media, cross over to mainstream media 
and earn the almighty endorsement of John 
Oates and Daryl Hall themselves.

People have put far more effort in to 
achieve far less.

I suppose this is the part of the story 
where Bluhm and the Gramblers, newly dis-
covered, start to reap fame and fortune, 
graduate to touring in a fleet of buses, en-
counter self-induced hardship before break-
ing up, reuniting and becoming the subject 
of a Behind the Music episode in which they 
wax nostalgic about the uncomplicated, 
down-to-earth Van Sessions days.

Except this is real life, and that’s not how 
things happen.

In real life, Bluhm went viral and remained 
on tour, crisscrossing the country in her 
van, playing in venues like the Shakedown 
and continuing to record Van Sessions, now 
that she knew she had an eager audience 
for them. Although their last session was 
recorded about a year ago (“Lido Shuffle” 
by Boz Scaggs), before they put the effort 
on hiatus, the band uploaded covers of Pat 
Benatar’s “Hit Me with Your Best Shot,” 
“Stuck in the Middle” by Stealers Wheels, 
“Let’s Hear it for the Boy” from Footloose 
(my personal favorite), and others.

Having watched most, if not all, of Bluhm 
and the Gramblers’ Van Sessions during the 
past couple of years, I think I’ve managed 
to distill the appeal of the video series 
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FRI., OCT. 17
MOCKINGBIRD REVISED: Celebrated 
local trio Mockingbird will play a 7pm 
concert at the Deming Library, 2044 Mt. 
Baker Hwy. Entry is free.

 WWW.WCLS.ORG 

BASSEKOU KOUYATE: Africa’s Bassekou 
Kouyate, will be joined by Ngoni ba for 
a 7:30pm performance at Mount Vernon’s 
McIntyre Hall, 2501 E. College Way. 
Tickets are $25. 

 WWW.MCINTYREHALL.ORG 

SAT., OCT. 18   
WOODWIND CONCERT: Clarinetist 
Erika Block and Wade Dingman, and more 
present an evening of woodwind music at 
6pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2117 
Walnut St. Suggested donation is $5. 

 WWW.STPAULSBELLINGHAM.ORG 

COMMUNITY CONCERT: Musicians 
Malcolm Oliver, J.P. “Falcon” Grady, and 
more will play a Community Outreach 
Concert at 7pm at Unity Church, 1095 
Telegraph Rd. Bring donations of scarves, 
hats, mittens, gloves or new socks for 
Interfaith Coalition’s Project Warm Up. 
Admission is $10.

 WWW.INTERAITH-COALITION.ORG 

INDEPENDENCE CABARET: Singers and 
dancers will take part in an “Indepen-
dence Cabaret: Supporting Brigadoon 
Service Dogs” fundraiser from 7-10pm 
at the Leopold Crystal Ballroom, 1224 
Cornwall Ave. Tickets are $35. 

 WWW.BRIGADOONDOGS.ORG 

UNCLE BONSAI: Expect complex har-
monic arrangements at an “Uncle Bonsai: 
One Night in Bellingham” show at 7:30pm 
at the Fairhaven Library, 1117 12th St. 
Tickets are $12-$15. 

 WWW.UNCLEBONSAI.COM 

SUN., OCT. 19
DOWNTOWN MOUNTAIN BOYS: The 
Downtown Mountain Boys perform at 2pm 
at Nancy’s Farm, 2030 E. Smith Rd. Sug-
gested donation is $15. 

 WWW.NANCYSFARM.COM 

YOUTH CONCERT: Attend a showcase 
featuring the talents of young area 
musicians at 3pm at Lynden’s Jansen Art 
Center, 321 Front St. Entry is $5. 

 WWW.JANSENARTCENTER.ORG 

MON., OCT. 20
REGGAE NIGHT: DJ Yogoman (Jordan 
Rain) hosts a weekly “Old School Reggae 
Night” from 9pm-1am at the Majestic, 
1027 N. Forest St. Entry is $3.

 WWW.FACEBOOK.COM 

TUES., OCT. 21
IRISH PRIMER: Fiddler Cayley Schmid 
leads “An Introduction to Irish Music and 
Dance” at 6:30pm at the Sudden Valley 
Dance Barn. Entry is free.

 WWW.WCLS.ORG 

SANFORD PIANO SERIES: WWU’s 
Sanford Hill Piano Series kicks off with 
Vadym Kholodenko at 7:30pm at the 
school’s PAC Concert Hall. Tickets are 
$16-$32. 

 WWW.TICKETS.WWU.EDU 

musicevents

down to three distinct things.
First, is Bluhm herself. Her California-girl, 

folk-rock stylings, sweet but slightly husky 
voice and ability to take each song, no mat-
ter how disparate, and make it sound like a 
Nikki Bluhm Original speak to both talent 
and a certain clear-eyed musical sensibil-
ity. The covers make you want to seek out 
Bluhm’s own music, and when you do, you’ll 

hear that same expres-
sive voice and that 
same sunshiny sound 
that evokes nothing as 
much as it does biki-
nis, bell-bottoms and 
gentle nostalgia for 
things that, even if we 
didn’t actually experi-
ence them, we’d like to 
think we did. And when 
the songs are her own, 
Bluhm trades the more 
casual delivery of the 
Van Sessions for the 
deep soulfulness that’s 
her true gift.

But the Gramblers 
should not be short-
changed here, and 
without them, the Van 

Sessions could not exist in the same way. 
Do not be fooled by the diminutive stature 
of the instruments they play in the YouTube 
vids or the seeming ease with which they 
are played, the Gramblers are not a band 
to be trifled with. Led by Bluhm’s husband 
Tim, brain trust behind the Mother Hips 
and a man whose side project is playing 
with the Grateful Dead’s Mickey Hart and 
Bill Kreutzmann, he brings a serious mu-
sical pedigree to this project—and to the 
Van Sessions. The Bluhms collaborate on 
the writing of many of the songs, but each 
member of the band brings their own set of 
songwriting skills to the table.

Lastly, I firmly believe the reason the 
Bluhm’s Van Sessions have endeared the 
singer and her band to so many is simply 
because they feed into our romanticized 
ideas of what life on tour is like. We don’t 
want to think of touring as it is—a bunch 
of people with no privacy crammed into 
too little space and seeing the country via 
the decidedly not-scenic Interstate High-
way System. Instead, we want to think 
of touring as we believe it should be—a 
bunch of friends cruising down the high-
way, engaged in what appears to be an ef-
fortless ongoing sing-along as they chase 
all of our dreams. 

Sadly, the Van Sessions seem to be a 
thing of the past for Bluhm and the Gram-
blers. However, you might be interested 
to know that, just a few days ago, they 
released their very first Bus Session with 
a cover of “One Toke Over the Line.” Can 
Bluhm’s next big moment be far behind? 

NICKI, FROM PAGE 28

ATTEND  
WHO: Nicki 
Bluhm and the 
Gramblers, Robert 
Francis & the 
Night Tide
WHEN: 9pm Fri., 
Oct. 17
WHERE: The 
Shakedown, 1212 
N. State St.
COST: $13-$15
INFO: www.
shakedown 
bellingham.com

360.733.5774
tara@lesterhyldahl.com

119 N. Commercial Street, Suite 175

DUI/Criminal

Personal Injury

Bankruptcy

Tom Lester

Doug Hyldahl

Attorneys 
at Law

Lester & Hyldahl
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Boundary Bay 
Brewery

Aaron Guest Operation Warm Fundraiser Piano Night Paul Klein

Brown Lantern Ale 
House

Open Mic Wild Rabbit

The Business Stag Hare, Ashan

Cabin Tavern
Porn Stars of Horror, Anti-

Culture, more
Brainsick, Wyrdos, more

Quinton Rundell (early), 
Piggy, Totalizer, more 

(late)

Commodore Ballroom Banks, Movement, Lil Silva Sloan Hozier, James Bay

Conway Muse
Ben & Mia Starner, el Colonel 

and Doubleshot, more
Jill Newman David Lee Howard

Corner Pub Knut Bell and the 360s

Edison Inn Piano Night The Wired Band Kimball & The Fugitives

Glow Nightclub Girl Meets Boy DJ Boombox

     musicvenues  
See below for venue 
addresses and phone 
numbers

10.15.14 10.16.14 10.17.14 10.18.14 10.19.14 10.20.14 10.21.14
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

Bellewood Acres  | Bobby Lee’s Pub & Eatery  | Boundary Bay Brewing Co. Brown Lantern Ale House 
The Business | Cabin Tavern Chuckanut Brewery

| Commodore Ballroom Conway Muse  Corner Pub The Green Frog exchange tomorrow
buy * sell*trade

exchange tomorrow
buy * sell*trade

JEFFREY FOACAULT 
Oct. 15/Green Frog

SLOAN 
 Oct. 18/Commodore 

Ballroom



31

CA
SC

A
D

IA
 W

EE
K

LY
 #

42
.0

9
10

.1
5.

14
 D

O 
IT

  2
  

M
A

IL
  4

  
V

IE
W

S 
 6

CU
R

R
EN

TS
  8

W
OR

D
S 

 20
G

ET
 O

U
T 

 22
ST

A
G

E 
 24

A
R

T 
 26

 M
U

SI
C  

28
 F

IL
M

  3
2 

B
-B

OA
R

D  
36

  
 F

O
OD

  4
2 

  
M

U
SI

C  
28

     musicvenues  
See below for venue 
addresses and phone 
numbers

10.15.14 10.16.14 10.17.14 10.18.14 10.19.14 10.20.14 10.21.14
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

Green Frog
Jeffrey Foucault, Melaena 

Cadiz
Viper Central Shawn Mullins, Max Gomez

Joe Stevens (early), 
Sanoma, the DTs (late)

Slow Jam (early), Open 
Mic (late)

Guffawingham
Dan Tedesco (early), DJ 

Yogoman (late)

H2O Karaoke Little Bill and the Bluenotes

Honey Moon Open Mic w/Tad Kroening Matney Cook Broken Bow Stringband
Ryan Heffner, Human 

Hitman
The Shadies

KC's Bar and Grill Karaoke Karaoke

Kulshan Brewery The Dovetails Rivers & Roads The Devilly Brothers

Main St. Bar and Grill Karaoke The Replayzmentz Electric Soul Society

Old World Deli Rainy Day Ramblers

Rockfish Grill Little Joe Argo Cheryl Hodge

Royal Karaoke Karaoke Karaoke, DJ Karaoke, DJ Partyrock

Rumors Leveled Throwback Thursday Fetish Night Karaoke w/Zach Funk Tuesday

The Shakedown Heavy Rotation Free and Local Thursday
Nicki Bluhm and the Gram-

blers, more
Bright Weapons, Powers, 

more
Thieves of Eden, Porch, 

more
Tom Waits Night Aireeoke

Skagit Valley Casino Michelle Taylor Band Michelle Taylor Band

Skylark's
Drinkers with a Singing 

Problem
Telefon Nuages

Star Club Chuck Dingee Aireeoke 3-Oh Music Prozac Mtn Boys
Cheryl Hodge Vocal 

Showcase
Marvin J Open Mic

Swillery Whiskey Bar Karaoke
Singer/Songwriter Night w/

Bailey Martinet
Panda Panda Panda, Cat 

Bomb, more
The Entropics, Joe Miller 

VI, more
Music Video Night

Via Cafe and Bistro Karaoke Karaoke Karaoke Karaoke Karaoke

The Village Inn Jam Night Karaoke

Wild Buffalo
Wild Out Wednesday w/

Blessed Coast
Lifted Thursday The Melvins, Le Butcherettes

The Pimps of Joytime, 
Moon Hooch

Square Dance w/Lucas 
Hicks

Open Mic w/Chuck D. Blitzen Trapper

 | Edison Inn | The Fairhaven | Glow Graham’s Restaurant
| H20,  | Honey Moon KC’s Bar and Grill Kulshan 

Brewery  | Make.Shift Art Space  | Main Street Bar & Grill McKay’s Taphouse | 
Nooksack River Casino | Poppe’s | Paso Del Norte The Redlight 

Rockfish Grill The Royal Rumors Cabaret | The Shakedown 1212 N. State 
Silver Reef Casino Skagit Valley Casino Resort Skylark’s Hidden Cafe 

Star Club Swillery Whiskey Bar Swinomish Casino |Temple Bar
 The Underground  | Underground Coffeehouse  |  

  Wild Buffalo 

MELVINS 
 Oct. 17/Wild Buffalo
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Film
MOVIE REVIEWS › ›  SHOWTIMES

teenage daughter, Emma (Alicia von Ritt-
berg). Naturally terrified, the women are 
tentatively put at their ease by Wardaddy, 
who offers them some food. What seems 
at first destined to be a brief encounter 
becomes extended into something resem-
bling a complex one-act play, simmer-
ing with innuendo, uncertain agendas, 
latent danger, sexual desire, mortal fear 
and—when the other men, particularly 
the uncontrollable animal Grady, join the 
party—disruptive violence.

In the end, it’s a poignant and tragic 
interlude, the best passage in the film, 
one that addresses the damage—psy-
chological, emotional and physical—
that war causes beyond the immediate 
casualties of battle. Its qualities also 
cast a shadow on the remainder of the 
film, which is occupied by a quasi-sui-
cidal mission that Wardaddy is ordered 
to undertake by a captain (Jason Isaacs, 
sporting a thick New Yawk accent). The 
command is issued so quickly it’s not re-
ally clear why it’s so important for Fury 
and three other tanks to rush behind 
enemy lines; the Americans know they’re 
going to win, so the puzzlement over the 
reason for sending men into such peril 
at this stage impedes one’s investment 
in the climactic action.

Plunking Wardaddy and his men down 
in such an impossible position doesn’t 
feel right dramatically, and the ser-
geant’s stoic reaction, while perhaps 
philosophically apt for the circumstanc-
es, introduces a note of windy grandi-
osity that mildly rubs the wrong way 
against everything that’s come before.

But even if his character is denied an 
entirely satisfying sendoff, Pitt is terrific 
here as a seasoned pro who’s tough be-
cause the war has made him so but clearly 
has a lot going on inside; there can be no 
doubt he’s committed acts he regrets. As a 
brave, bold fighter and a thinking soldier 
to boot, he’s exactly the kind of man you 
want on your side in a tight spot and whom 
you’d willingly follow into battle. 

REVIEWED BY TODD MCCARTHY 

Fury
BRAD PITT GOES TO WAR

F ury is a good, solid World War II movie, nothing more and nothing less. Rug-
ged, macho, violent and with a story sufficiently unusual to grab and hold 
interest, it’s a modern version of the sort of movie Hollywood turned out prac-

tically every week back in the 1940s and 1950s. Today, and because it stars Brad Pitt 
in what deserves to stand as an emblematic performance, it seems like a bigger deal, 
and the film’s mild case of pretentiousness in the climactic stretch is its one notable 
problem. Whether women flock to see Pitt playing a brutal, war-hardened but wise 
soldier is a question, but guys will have no trouble jumping on board for this rough 
ride through the final phase of the war.

A Navy man himself, writer-director David Ayer smartly moves away from the fever-
ish cop and urban crime dramas he’s written and sometimes directed (Training Day, 
S.W.A.T., Dark Blue, End of Watch) to channel his dramatic ferocity into a story of the 
Allies’ final ground assault on the Third Reich. It’s a combat unit yarn, centered on 
a group of five led by Pitt’s Sgt. Don “Wardaddy” Collier, a tank commander with the 
2nd Armored Division who’s seen it all from Africa to Belgium and the Netherlands and 
now, in April 1945, deep into Germany where, although faced with certain defeat, the 
Nazis intend to fight to the last.

Coiffed in a striking cut, with the sides shaved close but the top more luxuri-
ant—almost WWI Prussian style—Wardaddy is a hard man and proves it in the way 
he breaks in newcomer Norman Ellison (Logan Lerman), a green kid trained as a typ-

ist who’s abruptly thrown into a tank for 
the first time as the assistant driver. As 
a rite of passage, Wardaddy forces Nor-
man to shoot a captured SS officer, and 
this will hardly be the only thing he does 
for the first time during the 24 hours the 
story encompasses, from dawn to dawn.

The other guys aboard “Fury,” the nick-
name that’s painted on the gun barrel of 
their M4 Sherman tank, are gunner Boyd 
Swan (Shia LaBeouf), a fierce warrior 
but also a religious and thoughtful man; 
his loader Grady Travis (Jon Bernthal), a 
scruffy, belligerent hillbilly of the first or-
der; and driver Trini Garcia (Michael Pena), 
an alert Mexican-American with a taste for 
the bottle. To his credit, Ayer has written 
these men as something a bit more than 
types, especially Boyd, a role in which 
LaBeouf is actually appealing and strong 
onscreen for the first time in ages. Maybe 
the army discipline was good for him.

After the Yanks secure a town, there’s 
time for momentary R&R. Wardaddy, who 
speaks fluent German, takes the be-
numbed Norman under his wing and hap-
pens upon a nice apartment occupied by a 
mother (Anamaria Marinca) and her lovely 

As a rite of passage, 
Wardaddy forces 
Norman to shoot a 
captured SS officer, and 
this will hardly be the 
only thing he does for 
the first time during 
the 24 hours the story 
encompasses, from 
dawn to dawn.
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Giuseppe Verdi

    NOVEMBER 7,9,14,16  
 MCINTYRE HALL   Tickets: $25-59

TICKETS:   MCINTYREHALL.ORG     1-866-624-6897
S K A G I T O P E R A . O R G

CELEBRATE  Join us for a gala dinner 
on opening night, $75.  

LEARN  Free lecture 45 minutes prior 
to each performance.

AIDA

#7 Bellwether Way • Bellingham
360-527-3473

www.anthonys.com

Four-Course
Early Dinner

$21.95
Monday to Friday until 6pm.

Enjoy the waterfront view from 
nthony  earth re rill.

Select your four-course dinner 
including your choice of appetizer, 

soup or salad, an entree and dessert.  
Monday through Friday, until 6pm.

Just $21.95.

REVIEWED BY STEVEN REA 

Tracks
A GOOD WALK UNSPOILED

T here’s another film coming down 
the awards-season pike about a 
woman who embarks on an arduous 

solo journey and lives to tell—and write—
the tale: Wild, opening Dec. 5, with its star, 
Reese Witherspoon, already the presumptive 
frontrunner in the best actress Oscar race.

But in the meantime, attention should 
be paid to Tracks, a soul-stirring film set 
in that otherworldly place called Australia 
(kangaroos, feral camels—who thought 
of these creatures?), and set in another-
worldly time: the mid-1970s, when hip-
piedom reigned, when the divide between 
“straights” and “longhairs” seemed as wide 
as, well, the Australian desert.

With her faraway gaze and dusty saris, 
the 20-something Robyn Davidson (Mia 
Wasikowska) belonged on the hippie side 
of the equation if she belonged anywhere 
at all. But that was her problem; she didn’t 
fit in. Her parents were dead—mother 
to suicide, father disappeared on a trek 
across 2,000 miles of harsh outback. It is 
the same trek Robyn decides to make, with 
four camels and her big black dog, Diggity.

Ably adapted from Davidson’s memoir of 
the same name by director John Curran, 
Tracks is the story of a woman harboring 
a lot of hurt and pain, a woman of fierce 
resolve who still finds herself vulnerable, 
open to self-doubt. That’s a lot of charac-
ter to pull off in a film short on dialogue. 
Even with a voiceover narration, and con-
versations with her dog, Robyn’s nomadic 
quest is full of grand silences, all the bet-

ter to take in the sky, the rocks, the world 
spinning underfoot. Wasikowska plays 
this wordless wanderer just right. That is, 
she makes her real.

Robyn’s solo journey—from Alice Springs 
to the Indian Ocean—is interrupted at pe-
riodic intervals by a nervous-ninny Ameri-
can photographer assigned to document 
her journey for National Geographic. It’s a 
compromise she’s made (the magazine sto-
ry), and you can almost feel her dread as 
Adam Driver’s Rick Smolan pulls up in his 
Land Cruiser, ready to tag along for a day 
or two, shooting away. Dread, but also re-
lief: a person to talk to, to help her recon-
nect with civilization, whatever that is.

In Tracks, too, Robyn finds herself in 
the company of several aboriginal men 
and women, living off the land, com-
muning with its ghosts. For a time, one 
of these men, the leathery old Mr. Eddy 
(Roly Mintuma), guides her across some 
tricky geography—the physical terrain, 
and the spiritual terrain, too.

In a voiceover, quoting from Davidson’s 
book, Wasikowska’s intrepid trekker says 
there are three gifts given to us to make 
life bearable: hope, jokes and dogs. “But 
the greatest of these gifts is dogs,” she 
adds, which is both a joke, and a heartfelt 
sentiment. Even if you’re not a dog person, 
you come to understand why this restless 
woman is more comfortable in the com-
pany of four-legged beasts. Her need to go 
it alone, to prove herself, and maybe find 
herself in the process, is paramount. 

film ›› opening this week
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Addicted:  Judging by the preview, I’ve already 
seen this move, back when it starred Diane Lane and 
Richard Gere and was called Unfaithful.  (R • 1 hr. 
45 min.) 

Alexander and the Terr ible, Horr ible, No Good, 
Very Bad Day:  Title pretty much sums it up.  
(PG • 1 hr. 21 min.) 

Annabelle:  KEEP THIS DEMONIC DOLL MOVIE AWAY 
FROM ME, FOR THE LOVE OF ALL THAT IS HOLY.  (R 
• 1 hr. 35 min.) 

The Best of Me:  On the one hand, I suppose Nicho-
las Sparks deserves some small credit for recognizing 
that Ryan Gosling is the man our hearts and internet 
memes were waiting for. However, Baby Goose or no, 
I fear for all the women who are modeling their ideas 
of romance and relationships on his treacly tales of 
amorous dysfunction.  (PG-13 • 1 hr. 59 min.) 

The Book of Life:  This animated adventure, based 
on the Mexican Day of the Dead, has been given a 
somewhat skeptical side-eye by critics. However, it 
was produced by Guillermo del Toro and is said to be 
visually stunning (duh)—what more do you need from 
your cartoons? Not everyone can be Pixar.  (PG • 
1 hr. 35 min.) 

The Boxtrolls:  From the Portland studio co-owned 
by Nike’s Phil Knight and responsible for ParaNorman 
and Coraline, comes an ambitious feature that is nei-
ther as visionary nor as heartwarming as ParaNorman 
or Coraline. Maybe next time, Nike.  (PG • 1 hr. 36 
min.) 

Doctober:  This week in Doctober: A bunch of seniors 
show off their swingin’ sense of style (Advanced 
Style), we get to explore a day in the life of Nick 
Cave (20,000 Days on Earth), we follow three boys 
struggling to make it in America’s Heartland (Rich 
Hill), we’ll marvel at the rock ‘n’ roll legacy captured 
by photographer Jini Dellaccio (Her Aim is True), we’ll 
explore Iceland’s penis museum with its founder and 
most passionate advocate (The Final Member), we’ll 
delve into the world of Tacoma band Girl Trouble 
(Strictly Sacred), we’ll examine the fall of Saigon 
through the lens of history (Last Days of Vietnam), and 
more.  (Unrated) 

Dracula Untold:  Maybe this movie should take a 
cue from its title and take whatever is “untold” about 
Dracula and leave it that way. What more could we 
possibly want to know?  (PG-13 • 1 hr. 32 min.) 

The Equalizer:  Sure, he’s one of the finest actors 
of our time and can turn in powerful performances 
chock full of emotional nuance, but when Denzel 
Washington decides to kick ass all over the silver 

screen, there’s nothing quite like it.  (R • 2 hrs. 
12 min.) 

Fury:  See review previous page.  (R • 2 hrs. 15 
min.) 

Gone Girl:  Although it is doubtful that anyone 
will ever replace the Coen brothers as the direc-
tors nearest and dearest to my heart, David Fincher 
is amassing a filmography I could have a serious 
dalliance with. And this adaptation of Gillian Flynn’s 
chilling bestseller starring Ben Affleck isn’t exactly 
doing anything to cool my ardor.  (R • 2 hrs. 
25 min.) 

Guardians of the Galaxy:  This story of Marvel’s 
motley crew of castoff characters is, hands down, end 
of story, no contest, the surprise summer blockbuster 
of 2014. It’s also the movie that might earn Chris 
Pratt the coveted honor of being my movie-star boy-
friend, a spot that has been held by Robert Downey 
Jr. for an unprecedented number of years.  
(PG-13 • 2 hrs. 1 min.) 

The Judge:  I don’t care what critics say: Watching 
Robert Duvall square off against Robert Downey Jr. 
on the big screen has got to be way better than most 
of the other stuff cluttering the multiplex right now. 
Critics, you mean to tell me you liked a film about 
teens stumbling around a murderous maze better than 

you liked this one? The mind reels.  (R • 2 hrs. 
22 min.) 

Kill the Messenger:  During the 1980s, investiga-
tive journalist Gary Webb (as portrayed by the always-
mesmerizing Jeremy Renner) exposed evidence that 
the C.I.A. and the Contras played a significant role in 
creating the crack epidemic in inner-city Los Angeles. 
For his efforts, he was made a pariah by the govern-
ment and the newspaper industry. Trouble is, he was 
right.  (R • 1 hr. 52 min.)  

The Maze Runner:  Another week, another YA 
adaptation hits the big screen. This time it’s in a 
post-apocalyptic future where teens battle death in 
a controlled environment, which isn’t anything at all 
like that one other YA mega-franchise.  (PG-13 • 
1 hr. 54 min.) 

Memphis:  This atmospheric effort follows a cre-
atively blocked musician by the name of Willis Earl 
Beal as he meanders his way through the movie’s 
namesake city in a movie that has been described as 
“pure poetry.”  (Unrated • 1 hr. 24 min.) 

My Old Lady:  I don’t even care what this movie is 
about because it stars Kristin Scott Thomas, Maggie 
Smith, and Kevin Kline and it takes place in Paris, and 
that’s endorsement enough for me.  (PG-13 • 1 
hr. 47 min.) 

The Skeleton Twins:  Bellingham native Craig John-
son is the mastermind behind this excellent dramedy, 
which stars SNL alums Kristen Wiig and Bill Hader in 
a story of siblings, suicide (attempts) and the weird 
ways in which we navigate our family matters. 

 (R • 1 hr. 28 min.) 

Tracks:  See review previous page.  (PG-13 • 1 
hr. 50 min.) 

BY CAREY ROSS

FILM SHORTS

film ›› showing this week

Showtimes
 Regal and AMC theaters, please see  

www.fandango.com.
 Pickford Film Center and  

 PFC’s Limelight Cinema, please see  
www.pickfordfilmcenter.com

THE BEST OF ME

WinnersLOUNGE

Owned by Upper Skagit Indian Tribe

Must be 21 or older with valid photo ID.CW

I-5 Exit 236 • theskagit.com • 877-275-2448   

WATCH THE GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN! 

FOOTBALL ENTERTAINMENTOOTBALL NTERTAINMENT
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
10/17 & 10/18, 9 PM – 1 AM

Michelle Taylor Band 
   R&B, Classic Rock & Blues

Y

AM

SUNDAY 10/19                  
Seahawks @ Rams 
10 am

GAME TIME SPECIALS
Specials available in the lounge and at the bar top during 
Seahawks games plus Sundays, Monday & Thursday Night Football.
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PICKFORD FILM CENTER: 1318 Bay St. | 360.738.0735 | www.pickfordfilmcenter.org

Box Office is Open 30 Minutes Prior to F irst Showtime

Join us for a drink! Mary’s Happy Hour: 4-6pm, M-F $2.50 Beer/$3.50 Wine

NOW SHOWING October 17 - 23
PFC’s Limelight Cinema 
1416 Cornwall Avenue
Parentheses ( ) Denote Bargain Pricing

MY OLD LADY (PG-13) 107m “One finds oneself wishing 

to spend many a dinner with (Maggie) Smith and (Kevin) 

Kline as conversation partners, as their banter is both 

humorous and razor-edged.” 

Fri: (3:40), 6:15; Sat: 3:40, 6:15; Sun: (2:40), 5:15 

Mon - Thu: (3:40), 6:15

MEMPHIS (NR) 108m 

“A digressive, daringly experimental study of a flailing 

musician, magnetically played by accomplished bluesman 

and poet Willis Earl Beal.” 

Fri: 8:50; Sat: (1:45), 8:50; Sun: (12:45), 7:50; Mon - Thu: 8:50

JOAN DIDION BOOK TALK 60m 

Sat: (Noon) - Writers in the Limelight presented by Village Books

NOW SHOWING October 17 - 23

THE SKELETON TWINS (R) 93m 

“The film is led by revelatory performances from Bill Hader 

and Kristen Wiig, both of them exploring rewarding new 

dramatic range without neglecting their mad comedic skills.” 

Fri: (4:00), 6:15, 9:00; Sat: (2:00), 6:45

Sun: (11:15AM), 4:00, 6:45, 9:00; Mon: (4:00), 6:15, 9:00

Tue: 5:15, 9:00; Wed & Thu: (4:00), 6:15, 9:00

TRACKS (PG-13) 112m 

“The desert trek is as brutal as it is beautiful; the performance 

by Mia Wasikowska as raw as the reality. And the camels? If 

they don’t steal your heart it must be stone-hinged.” LA Times 

Fri: (4:00), 8:30; Sat: 4:00, 8:30; Sun: (1:30), 8:50

Mon: (4:00), 8:30; Tue: (4:00); Wed & Thu: (4:00), 8:30

KILLERS FROM SPACE 71m  Sat: Noon - Rocket Sci-Fi Matinee

MEDEA: NATIONAL THEATRE 150m   Sun: 11:00AM - Encore

1,000 TIMES GOODNIGHT: NYFCS Tue: 7:30 - Sneak preview!

DOCTOBER LINEUP OCT 17 - 23

20,000 DAYS ON EARTH 97m 

Fri: 6:30; Sat: 8:45 - A “day” in the life of Nick Cave

MANAKAMANA 116m - Sat: (1:00)

RICH HILL 91m 

Sat: 3:45 - Opp Council + NW Youth Services present...

HER AIM IS TRUE 70m 

Sat: 6:30 - Q+A w/ curator + friend Chuck Pennington 

THE FINAL MEMBER (R) 75m 

Sun: (2:15) - Phallalogical Museum seeks human specimen

STRICTLY SACRED: THE STORY OF GIRL TALK 91m 

Sun: 4:15 -  Q+A w/ Director Isaac Olson in attendance!

THE GREEN PRINCE (PG-13) 95m 

Sun: 6:30 - A tale of unity between Hamas & Shin Bet

LAST DAYS IN VIETNAM 98m Mon: 6:30 

FOOD FOR CHANGE 90m - Presented by the Community Food 

Co-op with a reception at 5:30

Tue: 6:30 - Q+A to follow w/ filmmaker Steve Alves!

SONG OF THE NEW EARTH 87m 

Wed: 6:30 - Q+A w/ Director Ward + Producer Sophie

N.E.D.: NO EVIDENCE OF DISEASE 90m - FREE!

Thu: 6:30 - Presented by St. Joseph Cancer Center

Thanks for making 
the Y your 
Best of 
Bellingham 
pick!

WHATCOM FAMILY YMCA
360 733 8630
www.whatcomymca.org

EXPRESS DRIVE-THRU

*Price at time of printing. U.S.I.T. Tobacco Shop owned and operated by Upper Skagit Indian Tribe. Limit five cartons/rolls per customer per day.  
Must have valid ID. Cigarettes are not legal for resale. Prices subject to change. No Returns. Skagit Valley Casino Resort is owned by Upper Skagit Indian Tribe.

SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING:  Quitting Smoking Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health.

U.S.I.T.

SHOP

CW

at
LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA!on most brands

C I G A R E T T E S  &  S M O K E L E S S  T O B A C C O

Discounted Cigarettes 
All Major Brands & Generics

$4900 -$7800
*

PER CARTON
INCLUDES TAX!

7 am – 9 pm, 
7 days a week
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200 
MIND & BODY

200 
MIND & BODY

bulletinboard

Certified hypnothera-
pist Santosha Nobel focuses 

on “Clearing Toxic Emotions 

for Sound Sleep” from 6:30-

8pm Wednesday, Oct. 15 at 

the Community Food Co-op, 

1220 N. Forest St. Entry is $5. 

Please register in advance. 

More info:  www.community-

food.coop

Local yoga teacher, 

sound healer and acu-pres-

surist Maureen Kelly will 

lead a  “Press Here: An In-

troduction to the Powerful 

Benefits of Acupressure” 

presentation at 6pm Thurs-

day, Oct. 16 at the Ferndale 

Library, 2125 Main St. The 

free presentation happens 

again at 2:30pm Saturday, 

Oct. 25 at the Lynden Li-

brary, 216 4th St. More info: 

www.wcls.org 

Professional,
knowledgeable,
fun & friendly
to work with.

Windermere Real Estate Whatcom, Inc.

Cerise Noah
REALTOR®

(360) 393-5826
cerisenoah@windermere.com

NEED A DEDICATED REALTOR® TO HELP 
WITH YOUR HOME SEARCH?

Find over 30 client reviews at:
SearchWhatcomSkagitHomes.com

Call JERRY SWANN at 

ZipRealty 
Bellingham 

360.319.7776

SSS

Call 

Are you feeling stressed, 
depressed, or rundown?

I've got an oil for that!

Visit
www.snakeoilguy.com 

to learn more.

$165,000!

Historic Evelyn’s
 Tavern/Bar & Grill
  for Sale!

High Traffic Location
Beautiful Lot w/ Covered Patio   
This popular destination can be reopened & be a profitable 
venue for food, drink & entertainment. Vision & investment 
required; still a golden opportunity! Many useful fixtures 
included. Owner terms possible w substantial down payment. 
Between Mt Vernon & Sedro Wooley at 12667 Hwy 9.
 Rainshine R

Community HU Song
10am about 20 minutes

Spiritual Discussion
Topic

Loving Life;
Learning to Love

Join in for a lively 
discussion. 

All are welcome. 
11am - Noon

Fairhaven Public Library
Fireplace Room

Sunday, October 19



37

CA
SC

A
D

IA
 W

EE
K

LY
 #

42
.0

9
10

.1
5.

14
 D

O 
IT

  2
  

M
A

IL
  4

  
V

IE
W

S 
 6

CU
R

R
EN

TS
  8

W
OR

D
S 

 20
G

ET
 O

U
T 

 22
ST

A
G

E 
 24

A
R

T 
 26

 M
U

SI
C  

28
 F

IL
M

  3
2 

B
-B

OA
R

D  
36

  
 F

O
OD

  4
2 

  
B

-B
OA

R
D 

 36

rearEnd ›› “The Big Picture”—you, your time, and your place

Across
1 Tree with needles
5 Bangladesh’s 

capital
10 Slanted type of 

type: abbr.
14 “The Dukes of 

Hazzard” deputy
15 ___ alphabet
16 Got in the pool, 

maybe
17 Prefix with 

“mom”
18 Foot holder
19 Andrews of 

sportscasting
20 You’re part of it, 

along with being 
in the Class Mam-
malia

23 Spike who di-
rected “Crooklyn”

24 Stadium cheer
25 Cream of the 

crop
27 Abbr. on a cor-

nerstone
29 Part of a crab
32 Part of a race
33 Jolly ___

36 Additionally
37 You’re living in 

it, geologically
39 Some resorts
41 Armed agent
42 Place for cre-

mains
43 Used to be
44 Classifies
48 Game with cards 

and callers
50 The shortest 

month?
52 Symbol of 

strength

53 You live in it, 
physically

58 ___ San Lucas
59 Kind of duck
60 Take ___ (go 

swimming)
61 Egyptian, prob-

ably
62 Love so much
63 Not yours
64 Lovett who 

loved Julia Rob-
erts

65 “Steppenwolf” 
author

66 Gets on one’s 
knees

Down
1 Magazine with a 

famous crossword
2 4th and ___
3 Probably soon
4 Class for intl. 

students
5 Unnecessary 

hassle
6 Suspicion
7 Cairo cross
8 About 2.2 

pounds, for short
9 Computer brand
10 Perfect
11 Burrito outside
12 Takes to the 

skies

13 Spy novelist 
Deighton

21 Citified
22 “Do the ___”
26 Driving force
28 War god
29 Doing the 

dishes, say
30 Niihau necklaces
31 Missouri struc-

ture
34 One end of the 

Iditarod race
35 Nicholas II, e.g.
36 Woody Guthrie’s 

kid
37 He’d love to 

have you over for 
dinner

38 Class that’s 
simple to pass

39 Teacher for the 
day

40 ___ colors
43 Taipei pan
45 Tour worker
46 Difficult
47 Talks to online
49 Boston paper
50 Fort ___, Florida
51 See it the same 

way
54 “Uh-huh”
55 Too far to the 

left or right, as a 
field goal attempt

56 Fusses
57 Baby bleater
58 First name in 

Orioles history

©2014 Jonesin’ 
Crosswords  
(editor@jonesin 
crosswords.com)

Last Week’s Puzzle

For our clients, we leave
no stone unturned.

For Voting Us 
BEST 

BOOKSTORE

1200 11th St.  Bellingham, WA, 98225
     360.671.2626  villagebooks.com

Building 
Community One 
Book at a Time

THANKS 
BELLINGHAM!
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rearEnd ›› comix
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rearEnd ›› sudoku

9 1 5 7 2
5 2 4

8 4
1 6 4 2
3 8

7 5
1 3 9
5 7 1

2 1

Arrange the digits 1-9 so that each digit occurs once in each row, once in 
each column, and once in each box. 

Sudoku

Candidates Who Support
Your Local Firefighters

Paid for and authorized by IAFF Local #106

P.O. Box 1024 Bellingham, WA 98227

Your Local Fire Fighters

Local #106 representing:

Bellingham Firefighters | Lynden Firefighters | North Whatcom Fire & Rescue Firefighters

Fire District #8 Firefighters | South Whatcom Fire Authority Firefighters | Port of Bellingham Firefighters

Suzan DelBene: US Congress - District 1
Rick Larsen: US Congress - District 2
Seth Fleetwood: State Senate - District 42
Satpal Sidhu: State House - Position 1 District 42
Kris Lytton: State House - Position 1 District 40
Jeff Morris: State House - Position 2 District 40
 

PER
SIST

PEP
ERS

COOKING OUTSIDE THE BOX SINCE 1988

Open Nightly Except Monday     1055 N State St    B’ham   671-3414

Support local jobs by donating your used 
appliance to our job-training program.

527-2646
free pickups available

DONATE FOR REUSE!
DON’T RECYCLE I T…
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BY ROB BREZSNY

FREEWILL
ASTROLOGY
ARIES (March 21-April 19): New York City’s 
Diamond District is home to over 2,000 businesses 
that buy and sell jewelry. Throughout the years, many 
people have lost bits of treasure here. Valuable bits 
of gold and gems have fallen off broken necklaces, 
earrings, watches, and other accessories. Now an en-
terprising man named Raffi Stepnanian is cashing in. 
Using tweezers and a butter knife, he mines for the 
rich pickings that are packed in the mud of sidewalk 
cracks and gutters. “The percentage of gold out here 
on the street is greater than the amount of gold you 
would find in a mine,” he says. I’d love to see you get 
inspired by his efforts, Aries. Dig for treasure in un-
likely places where no one else would deign to look.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In 1987, a college 
freshman named Mike Hayes was having trouble pay-
ing for his education at the University of Illinois. He 
appealed for help to the famous newspaper columnist 
Bob Greene, who asked each of his many readers to 
send Hayes a penny. The response was tidal. Although 
most of the ensuing donations were small, they added 
up to over $28,000—enough for Hayes to finance 
his degree. I encourage you to take a comparable 
approach in the coming weeks, Taurus: Ask for a little 
from a lot of different sources.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The word “abraca-
dabra” is a spell that stage magicians utter at the 
climax of their tricks: the catalyst that supposedly 
makes a rabbit materialize from a hat or an assistant 
disappear in a puff of smoke. There’s no real sorcery. 
It’s an illusion perpetrated by the magician’s hocus-
pocus. But “abracadabra” has a less well-known 
history as an incantation used by real magicians to 
generate authentic wizardry. It can be traced back to 
Gnostic magi of the second century. They and their 
successors believed that merely speaking the word 
aloud evokes a potency not otherwise available. I 
invite you to experiment with this possibility, Gemini. 
Say “abracadabra” to boost your confidence and en-
hance your derring-do. You already have more power 
than usual to change things that have been resistant 
to change, and intoning some playfully ferocious 
“abracadabras” may put your efforts over the top.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The 17th-century 
writer Rene Descartes is regarded as the father of 
modern philosophy and the founder of rational-
ism. His famous catchphrase is a centerpiece of the 
Western intellectual tradition: “I think, therefore I 
am.” Here’s what I find amusing and alarming about 
the man: He read almost nothing besides the Bible 
and the work of Catholic theologian Thomas Aquinas. 
He said that classic literature was a waste of time. 
Is that who we want at the heart of our approach to 
understanding reality? I say no. In accordance with 
the astrological omens, I authorize you to instead 
adopt one or both of the following formulas: “I feel, 
therefore I am” or “I dream, therefore I am.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You can’t give what you 
don’t have. Here’s a corollary: You can sort of half-give 
what you half-have, but that may lead to messy com-
plications and turn out to be worse than giving noth-
ing at all. So here’s what I recommend: Devote yourself 
to acquiring a full supply of what you want to give. Be 
motivated by the frustration you feel at not being able 
to give it yet. Call on your stymied generosity to be 
the driving force that inspires you to get the missing 
magic. When you’ve finally got it, give it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I suspect that one 
of your allies or loved ones will get caught in his or 
her own trap. The way you respond will be crucial for 
how the rest of the story plays out. On the one hand, 

you shouldn’t climb into the trap with them and get 
tangled up in the snarl. On the other hand, it won’t 
serve your long-term interests to be cold and unhelp-
ful. So what’s the best strategy? First, empathize with 
their pain, but don’t make it your own. Second, tell 
the blunt truth in the kindest tone possible. Third, 
offer a circumscribed type of support that won’t 
compromise your freedom or integrity.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In 1936, Libran 
author F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote about the “crack-up” 
he had experienced years earlier. It included this tough 
realization: “I had been only a mediocre caretaker of 
most of the things left in my hands, even my talent.” 
Let’s use this as a seed for your oracle. Have you been 
a good caretaker of your talent? Have you been a good 
caretaker for other things you are responsible for? Look 
within yourself and take inventory. If there’s anything 
lacking, now is an excellent time to raise your game. If 
you’re doing pretty well, reward yourself.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): On a late summer 
day in 1666, scientist Isaac Newton was sitting under 
an apple tree in his mother’s garden in Lincolnshire, 
England. An apple fell off a branch and plummeted 
to the ground. A half-century later, he told his biog-
rapher that this incident inspired him to formulate 
the theory of gravity. Fast forward to the year 2010. 
Astronaut Piers Sellers got on the space shuttle 
Atlantis carrying a piece of Newton’s apple tree. He 
took it with him as he escaped Earth’s gravity on his 
trip to the International Space Station. By my reading 
of the astrological omens, now would be an excellent 
time for you undertake a comparable gesture or ritual, 
Scorpio. With a flourish, update your relationship 
with an important point of origin.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Most birds 
don’t sing unless they are up high: either flying 
or perched somewhere off the ground. One species 
that isn’t subject to this limitation is the turnstone, 
a brightly mottled shorebird. As it strolls around 
beaches in search of food, it croons a tune that the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology calls “a short, rattling 
chuckle.” In the coming weeks, this creature deserves 
to be your mascot—or your power animal, as they 
say in New Age circles. Why? I doubt that you will 
be soaring. You won’t be gazing down at the human 
comedy from a detached location high above the fray. 
But I expect you will be well-grounded and good-
humored—holding your own with poise amidst the 
rough-and-tumble. As you ramble, sing freely!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Let’s discuss 
that thing you are eyeing and coveting and fantasiz-
ing about. My operative theory is that you can enjoy 
it without actually having it for your own. In fact, I 
think it will be best if you do enjoy it without pos-
sessing it. There’s an odd magic at play here. If this 
desired thing becomes a fixed part of your life, it may 
interfere with you attracting two future experiences 
that I regard as more essential to your development. 
My advice is to avoid getting attached to the pretty 
good X-factor so as to encourage the arrival and full 
bloom of two stellar X-factors.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “Problems that re-
main persistently insoluble should always be suspected 
as questions asked in the wrong way,” said philosopher 
Alan Watts. You have either recently made a personal 
discovery proving that this is true, or else you will 
soon do so. The brain-scrambling, heart-whirling 
events of recent weeks have blessed you with a host of 
shiny new questions. They are vibrant replacements for 
the tired old questions that have kept at least one of 
your oldest dilemmas locked in place.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “There is for every-
one some one scene, some one adventure, some one 
picture that is the image of his secret life,” said Irish 
poet William Butler Yeats. I invite you to identify 
that numinous presence, Pisces. And then I urge you 
to celebrate and cultivate it. Give special attention to 
it and pay tribute to it and shower love on it. Why? 
Because now is an excellent time to recognize how 
important your secret life is to you—and to make it 
come more fully alive than it has ever been. 

    

100 N. Commercial St. next to Mount Baker Theatre    360-594-6000    bellinghampasta.com

R E S T A U R A N T   R E T A I L   C A T E R I N G

National 
Pasta Day 
is Friday, 
Oct. 17th!

Three easy steps to submit videos: 

TOPICS?  Anything!   
Sports, cooking, music, interviews, his-
tory, issues, comedy, hobbies, whatever 
you decide!  For complete details, see:   

www.cob.org/accessbellingham 

Access Bellingham 
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BY AMY ALKON

THE ADVICE 
GODDESS
WILL ONESIES NEVER 
CEASE?
My married friend just had a baby and 
posts what’s essentially the same “Look 
how cuuute!” shot on Facebook several 
times daily. Beyond finding this an-
noyingly boring, I’m 32 and unhappily 
single, and seeing all of her blissful pix 
is making me envious and resentful. Is it 
wrong to secretly block her photos? I feel 
it would be better for our friendship. 

—Baby On Overboard

A lot of people use Facebook to 
announce their accomplishments: “I 
became CEO of the company!” “I got 
into Juilliard!” And then there’s your 
friend: “We had sex without birth 
control, and look at what happened!” 

Of course, the fledgling CEO typi-
cally posts the good news once; 
there aren’t hourly selfies: “Here I 
am teething on my new desk!” “Here 
I am spitting up on the sales direc-
tor!” And yes, like many new parents, 
your friend’s excitement may have led 
her to misplace her “Don’t be bor-
ing!” filter. But as you’re feeling bliss-
bombed, you might keep in mind that 
she’s sharing only the cute moments—
her mini-vacations from the screaming 
and the sleeplessness, going online at 
3am to play “Match That Rash,” and 
the endless analysis of the cut, color 
and clarity of baby diamonds—other-
wise known as poo. (If a new mom’s 
actual reality were on parade, Face-
book would be renamed Buttbook.)

Sympathizing with your friend (and 
even working up to feeling happy for 
her) is actually in your self-interest. In 
The How of Happiness, social psycholo-
gist Sonja Lyubomirsky wisely notes: 
“You can’t be envious and happy at the 
same time.” Though we rather auto-
matically compare ourselves with oth-
ers, Lyubomirsky’s research finds that 
the happiest people aren’t weighed 
down by others’ achievements; they 
take pleasure in others’ successes and 
appear to judge themselves by their 
own internal standards. Unhappy peo-
ple, on the other hand, feel deflated 
by their peers’ accomplishments and 
relieved about their failures. They 
tend to be very focused on how much 
better others are doing, which causes 
them to feel “chronically vulnerable, 
threatened and insecure.”  

To become a happier person, start 
acting like one—expressing generos-

ity of spirit. Lyubomirsky’s research 
finds that one of the most effective 
ways to be meaningfully happier is to 
do kind acts for others. So, instead 
of blocking your friend, try a counter-
intuitive approach: Block out time to 
spend with her. Go over there, maybe 
fold a towel and put away a couple 
of dishes, and treat her to an interac-
tion that doesn’t end with somebody 
chewing on her nipple. 

As long as you’re in the generosity of 
spirit aisle, pick some up for yourself. 
Remind yourself that finding a partner 
is hard for most people. Get in the habit 
of taking stock of what’s good in your 
life, and think of constructive ways to 
get closer to what you want. Replacing 
your sneery mindset with a more upbeat 
outlook should have you radiating the 
sort of positive energy that draws peo-
ple—including single male people—to 
you. Keep that up and you should even-
tually find yourself married, pregnant, 
and the envy of every woman whose 
dream it is to throw up violently every 
morning but still look like that girl who 
turned into a giant blueberry in Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory.

TAKE A TOAD OFF 
I’m a single woman who likes hiking, and 
I agreed to let a male friend set me up 
with his hiking-loving buddy—and then 
he showed me his picture. I was not at all 
attracted. I didn’t want to seem shallow 
(though I guess I am), so I told him to 
give me his info, but I never reached out. 
My friend keeps asking whether the guy 
should call me. Is it rude to say I’m not 
interested based on looks alone?

—No, Thanks

People who say you shouldn’t judge 
a book by its cover won’t be end-
ing their Saturday night dodging the 
book’s make-out attempts on their 
front porch. Sure, it’s possible this 
guy’s photo doesn’t entirely capture 
how he looks face-to-face. But photos 
are not cave drawings. If you aren’t 
attracted to skinny blond guys, see-
ing a particular skinny blond guy in 
person is unlikely to change that. And 
turning down a date with a man you 
aren’t attracted to isn’t “shallow”; it’s 
the kind thing to do—basically break-
ing up before the first date instead of 
after he’s gotten attached to you. Do-
ing this doesn’t require the whole cruel 
truth, just enough of the truth — like 
“not really my type” — to send him 
on his way. Communicate that to your 
mutual friend and you’ll free Hiker Guy 
up to focus on women he might have 
a chance with and free yourself up to 
find a man who can make your heart 
race—without chasing you up and 
down the trails with an ax.  

Lunch hours

11am–3pm

Dinner hours

3pm–10pm

Voted #1 Italian Restaurant 
by Evening Magazine & King 5 TV!

Try our New Full Gluten-Free and Vegetarian Menus!

$1595*
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0

Four Course Sunset Specials
NOW AVAILABLE DURING LUNCH!  

15 Entrees to choose from

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

360.419.0674
WWW.GRANAIO.COM

EAT-ITALIAN@GRANAIO.COM

*Offer valid 7 days a week (holidays excluded) For additional offers visit www.granaio.com

Now Offering Ravioli, Gnocchi & Veal

Créme Brulee made In-House
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etable crates are filled with leafy greens carrying 
exotic names like sing gua, nagaimo, chun ho and 
gai-lan. And in the seafood department, a massive 
king crab claws against the glass as shoppers se-
lect live conch, scallop, barramundi and sturgeon 
from the tanks.  

To taste some of these ingredients, I follow 
Yeh to Jade Seafood Restaurant, a 250-seat Can-
tonese eatery whose tables are bustling with 
Asian diners enjoying dim sum. Literally trans-
lated as “snack,” dim sum is a morning meal con-
sisting of shared plates.

“In Canto province and Hong Kong, it’s a tradi-
tion that folks gather in restaurants in the morn-
ing, to talk business or chat,” Yeh says. We sip our 
jasmine tea as we wait for our order of steamed 
sweet buns served with condensed milk ($4.25), 
steamed mushroom dumplings ($5.25), sweet and 
sour eggplant ($6.98) and Chinese donut rice rolls 
($5.65). It’s not the food I usually eat at 10am, 
but it’s rich, tasty and deliciously different.

There’s no warm and fuzzy atmosphere at 
Jade, where service is curt and the ambience is 
businesslike. That’s typical Cantonese-style, Yeh 
tells us, a stark contrast to the Shanghainese 

restaurant we visit next, Suhang, where the 
owner is friendly, welcoming and effusive. 

Suhang restaurant, named for two cities in the 
Shanghai region, has a large fish tank in one cor-
ner, but its purpose is far from decorative. “It’s 
there so diners can pick the specific fish they 
want to consume and know it was living just min-
utes before it reaches their plate,” Yeh explains. 
Behind a glass wall a female chef rolls dumplings, 
sending a plateful of steamed dumplings filled 
with vegetables and Chinese mushrooms to our 
table. Unable to resist, we gobble them up quickly.

I’m trying to eat healthier, so we forego red 
meat and stick to vegetari-
an dishes like the imitation 
pork ribs with wuxi sauce 
($10.50), which consists of 
taro surrounded by a Chi-
nese donut and artfully 
constructed to look like 
a rib. We love the braised 
vegetables with soy beans 
($10.50), where cucumbers, 
carrots and mushrooms are 
wrapped in bean curd and 
served in a delicious brown 
sauce. And our dessert of 
baked sugar cakes topped 
with sesame seeds ($4.95) 
is a great, sweet finale.

Spend any time at all in 
an Asian restaurant and you 
can’t help but be amazed 
by the culinary possibili-
ties with tofu or bean curd. 
There’s an endless array of 
dishes containing the hum-
ble bean curd and those 
diners with a negative 
impression of tofu will be 
stunned by the flavors, tex-
tures and variety of forms 
in which it appears.

We arrive at the Bud-
dhist restaurant 4 Stone 
Vegetarian Cuisine in time 
for lunch, selecting a 
fried tofu stew from the 
menu, along with grilled 
nori (seaweed) and grilled 
mixed mushrooms. The nori 
arrives with an orange dip-
ping sauce and a taste like 
French fries—only much 
better. The stew is a rich, 
hot comfort food that fills 
our bellies with warmth, 
while the mushroom dish 
($8.49), consisting of aba-
lone, oyster and shitake 
mushrooms, is artfully pre-

sented in three ways that highlight the differ-
ent textures and flavor of each mushroom.

Don’t be deterred by the poor English gram-
mar on the menus of many of Richmond’s Asian 
restaurants, nor by the fact that yours might be 
the only table speaking English. Instead, step 
into this Asian culinary concerto with an open 
mind and an empty stomach—and prepare for a 
sumptuous and distinctly different feast. 

chow
RECIPES  REVIEWS  PROFILES

I f you’re a foodie at heart, you’ll want to visit Richmond, Brit-
ish Columbia, an island city just an hour from Bellingham and 
a place where diners can enjoy some of the world’s best Asian 

cuisine without setting foot on an airplane. 
Chances are you’ve whizzed past it many a time en route to Van-

couver, never stopping to consider that nearly 60 percent of this 
densely populated city is comprised of immigrants, the majority of 
them from China. 

The influx of Chinese over the past 15 years has meant that Rich-
mond quickly became a hotspot with some of North America’s top 
Asian chefs. Here, noodles are handmade by the thousands on a 
daily basis, dumplings are carefully folded and tofu is unrecogniz-
able when it arrives fried, flavored and sidled up with an interesting 
assortment of bamboo shoots and other exotic Asian greens grown 
in British Columbia.

To better understand some of the ingredients that appear in those 
dishes, I’m escorted through the Osaka Supermarket in Richmond’s 
Yaohan Centre’s by Carol Yeh, a local who shops there regularly. Un-
like any other grocery store you’ll frequent in the Pacific Northwest, 
this one is stocked full of products from all over Asia. 

We pass imported Japanese and Korean teas such as aloe vera and 
ginseng chrysanthemum, snacks like wasabi pea crackers, shrimp chips 
and prawn crackers and frozen dim sum and dumplings you can take 
home to steam or boil. In the tofu section we’re amazed by more than 
a dozen varieties of tofu—fresh, dried, flavored and fried. The veg-

EAT
WHAT: Visit www.
richmondbc.com 
to order the free 
“Tastes of Asia Visi-
tor’s Guide,” or call 
(877) 247-0777. The 
City of Richmond 
also offers a free 
Dining Guide which 
can be a useful 
companion given 
that the city has 
400 authentic Asian 
restaurants ranging 
from Chinese, Japa-
nese, and Taiwanese 
to Malaysian, Thai, 
and Vietnamese. 
--------------------
ALSO: 4 Stone 
Vegetarian Cuisine, 
located at #160-
7771 Westmin-
ster Highway in 
Richmond (www.
fourstonevegetar-
ian.com) is open 
from 11am-9pm, 
Tuesday through 
Sunday. Info:  
(604) 278-0852
------------------
MORE: Jade Sea-
food Restaurant 
(www.jaderestau-
rant.ca) is at 8511 
Alexandra Rd. Info: 
(604) 249-0082. 
Reservations are 
recommended, 
particularly on 
weekends. Suhang 
Restaurant is 
located at 100-8291 
Ackroyd Road. More 
info: (604) 278-7787

STORY AND PHOTO BY LAUREN KRAMER

Exploring Richmond, BC
AN ASIAN CULINARY CONCERTO
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WED., OCT. 15
BASQUE TAPAS: Jesse Otero helms a “Small 
Dishes of the World: Basque Tapas” class from 
6-8:30pm at the Cordata Community Food Co-
op, 315 Westerly Rd. Entry is $39.

 383-3200 

OCT. 15-17
COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE: As part of a Com-
munity Food Drive, the Bellingham Food Bank 
is hosting collection locations from Oct. 13-17 
at all Industrial Credit Union branches and Hag-
gen stores. Cash and food donations are being 
sought in an effort to reach a goal of 300,000 
pounds of food collected in 2014. 

 WWW.COMMUNITYFOODDRIVE.COM 

THURS., OCT. 16
LYNDEN MARKET: Procure fresh, seasonal 
fare from local farmers at the Lynden Farmers 
Market, which happens from 12-5pm every 
Thursday through Oct. 25 at 324 Front Street. 

 WWW.LYNDENFARMERSMARKET.COM

GARDEN HARVEST DINNER: Common Threads 
hosts its fifth annual “School Garden Harvest 
Dinner” starting and 6pm at Whatcom Middle 
School, 810 Halleck St. The meal will be kid-
grown and kid-prepared, with produce coming 
from Common Threads’ 13 partner school gar-
dens. A tour, live music and fun, food-related 
activities will also be included. Suggested 
donation is $5 minimum. Please RSVP. 

 927-1590 OR WWW.COMMONTHREADSFARM.ORG 

CLOSING THE FOOD GAP: A community panel 
discussion focused on “Closing the Food Gap” 
begins at 6pm at the Mount Vernon City Library, 
315 Snoqualmie St. The free event is part of the 
community-wide Skagit Reads Project based on 
Mark Winne’s book of the same name. 

 WWW.MOUNTVERNONWA.GOV 

SAT., OCT. 18
PANCAKE BREAKFAST #1: A fundraising Pan-
cake Breakfast takes place from 8-11am at the 
Ferndale Senior Activity Center, 1998 Cherry 
St. (at Pioneer Park). Pancakes, French toast, 
biscuits and gravy, eggs and more will be on 
the menu. Entry is $2.50 for kids, $6 for adults. 

 384-6244 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST #2: All ages are 
welcome at a Pancake Breakfast from 8-11am at 
the Blaine Senior Center, 763 G St. Admission is 
$4 for kids, $6 for adults. 

 WWW.BLAINESENIORCENTER.COM 

ANACORTES MARKET: Attend the  Anacortes 
Farmers Market from 9am-2pm at the town’s 
Depot Arts Center, 611 R Ave. The market con-

tinues every Saturday through October. 
 WWW.ANACORTESFARMERSMARKET.ORG 

BELLINGHAM MARKET: Attend the weekly 
Bellingham Farmers Market from 10am-3pm 
every Saturday through Dec. 20 at the Depot 
Market Square, 1100 Railroad Ave. 

 WWW.BELLINGHAMFARMERS.ORG 

LUNCH AND SAILING: Join the Bellingham-
based tall ship, the Schooner Zodiac, for a 
seasonal meal and sail from 2-6pm leaving from 
the Bellingham Cruise Terminal, 355 Harris Ave. 
The four-hour sail will feature a catered meal by 
StrEAT Food. Entry is $85. 

 WWW.SCHNOONERZODIAC.COM 

SUN., OCT. 19
COMMUNITY MEAL: Join the Happy Valley 
Neighborhood Association for a Community 
Meal from 5-6:30pm at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church, 1720 Harris Ave. Meals are free; guests 
are asked to bring a potluck dessert. 

 WWW.HAPPYVALLEYNA.COM 

TWIN PEAKS COCKTAIL SERIES: Join Sara 
Galactica for cocktail demos, tasty samples, 
fun activities and a screening of a select 
Twin Peaks episode at the first of three “Fire, 
Drink With Me: A Twin Peaks Cocktail Series” 
events at 6pm at the Temple Bar, 306 W. 
Champion St. Entry is $15 per event, or $40 
for all three. 

 WWW.SARAGALACTICA.COM 

MON., OCT. 20
FOOD TRAVELS: “Local Food: How Far Does 
Your Food Travel?” will be the focus of a free 
presentation with WSU Extension faculty mem-
ber Diane Smith at 6pm at the Mount Vernon 
City Library, 355 Snoqualmie St. Once there, 
you’ll find out what “food miles” are, and why 
we should care. A Q&A session will follow. 

 WWW.MOUNTVERNONWA.GOV 

TUES., OCT. 21
ON CABBAGE: Robert Fong and guest Pat Do-
ering will team up for an “On Cabbage” course 
from 6:30-9pm at the Community Food Co-op, 
1220 N. Forest St. Entry is $39; and $8 wine 
option is payable at class. 

 383-3200 

THURS., OCT. 23
RAW TRICKS: Master live foods chef Bruce 
Horowitz leads a “Raw Tricks and Treats” class 
from 6:30-9pm at the Cordata Community Food 
Co-op, 315 Westerly Rd. In addition to getting 
a mix of raw recipes, everyone will leave with a 
goodie bag. Entry is $39.

 383-3200 

doit

www.communityfood.coop

Downtown Store
1220 N Forest Street

Open Daily 7 am – 10 pm

Cordata Store
315 Westerly Road

Open Daily 7 am – 9 pm

celebrate co-op month!

As part of a Community Food Drive, drop off food and monetary donations at Whatcom County Industrial 
Credit Union branches and Haggen stores through Fri., Oct. 17



THE PACIFIC SHOWROOM 

HALLOWEEN PARTY & COSTUME CONTEST 
Featuring NITECREWDrawings October 16, 23 & 30

WEEKLY GRAND PRIZE! 

CW

THE PACIFIC SHOWROOM

HHALLOWEEN PARTY & COSTUME CONTEEESSSSTTTT
Featuring ITECREWDrawings October 16, 23 & 30

WWWEEKLYEEKLYLY GGYY RANDRARAND PPRRIZEIZE!!

CW Casino opens at 9 am daily. Must be 21 or older with valid ID. *Must be a Rewards Club Member. Visit Rewards Club Center for details. Management reserves all rights.

Get Some Play Time!
Playing your favorite slots  
earns you Cash-Back Points  
PLUS Skagit Player-Bucks!

Use Your Skagit Player-Bucks For: 
 

 

********


