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“The Process” is the prison
Kuntz takes us inside
by Sally Lubetich

One of the things I like best about doing the occasional review is having the opportunity to see unique and
innovative performances that I may have otherwise missed.

Prison Pieces is a trifecta of original work written and performed by local artists. It combines interpretative
dance and music, with personal interviews from people who are most affected by the prison system.

Directed and choreographed be Pam Kuntz with an original score composed by Spencer Thun, the very talented
dancers, Alona Christman, Vanessa Daines, and Kate Stevenson add a tangible component to the audio
interviews conducted by Bellingham-based documentarian and writer, Maria McLeod.
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The interviews, merged with the dance and music, give a compelling glimpse into “the process.” Inmates relate
the circumstances that lead them to prison. Abandonment, abuse, drug addiction are portrayed as the burdens
they carry through the process along with the loss of identity, human contact, and family. The effect it has on the
daughter of an imprisoned mother. Throughout her story you hear the echo of past lives underscored with
internal tension. Insight from prison guards telling what it takes to gain respect and the toll they pay to be the
gate keepers in the process.

Pam Kuntz is the Artistic Director of Kuntz and Company, a local non-profit dance and theatre organization. She
was approached by the Flow Project to produce a piece for the Regional UNESCO Conference on Prisons and
Peace to be held in Mt. Vernon.

Although it may not be a light-hearted romp through the prison system, it is an insightful and poignant first
person account of the process. Well worth seeing and well worth supporting Kuntz and Company and UNESCO.

There will be five public performances of Prison Pieces at the Firehouse Performing Arts Center, 1314 Harris
Avenue in Bellingham. Friday May 13 at 7:30, Saturday May 14 at 5:00 and 7:30, and Sunday May 15 at 5:00
and 7:30. Admission is $15.00. Tickets available at Community Food Co‑op (on Holly Street), Village Books,
Brownpapertickets.com, and at the door. For more information, go to http://www.kuntzandcompany.org.
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