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ON STAGE

Airings
The voices of our youth
By Amy Kepferle Wednesday, November 2, 2016

When dancer, educator and creative whirlwind Pam Kuntz started

exploring the concept of bullying among middle and high school students

to collect material for her latest community collaboration, “Airings…The

Voices of Our Youth,” she was surprised to �nd there was a lot more the

teenagers she spoke to wanted to discuss.

“While bullying was certainly talked about, almost everyone interviewed

talked about gender, identity, sexuality and LGBTQ issues,” she says.

“Another common thread in every interview was persistence, never giving

up and rising above.”
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When Kuntz and Company presents “Airings” beginning Thurs., Nov. 3 at

the Firehouse Performing Arts Center, audiences can get a behind-the-

scenes look for themselves at the pressures young people face during the

years when they're in the sometimes painful process of morphing from kids

to young adults.

Like the pieces that came before it, “Airings” combines the talents of

professional performers with community members’ stories through

movement, text, sound and visual art. Kuntz believes the dance part of the

equation is important in that it puts the stories not only in the bodies of the

performers, but also in the bodies of the audience members.

“I am not knocking the brain,” she says. “I am just pointing out that in our

culture I think we aren't as practiced at experiencing our world, learning

about our world, with our body.”

That said, “Airings” also promises to make audiences think, whether it's

about the scary fact that suicide is on more than a few teen minds, or the

positivity many students exhibited with Kuntz, even while acknowledging

they had to deal with much more than they should have at a young age,

typically because of something adults in their lives had either done or

allowed.

“I was surprised by all that these kiddos know and have already

experienced,” she says. “I was surprised by all the living already done. I was

surprised at their resilience. I was surprised by their generosity in sharing

something so personal and in some instances horribly painful.”

She also has something to say to the students—and other community

members who have shared their stories over the years.

“Thank you for your generosity,” she says. “Thank you for sharing. It is not

easy to share aspects of your life with anyone, let alone with a stranger,

who then wants to make a dance about it or have you dance about it. Thank

you for your openness and your trust in me and the other collaborating

artists in the process.”

2 7:30pm|St. Paul's

Episcopal Church

Rabbit Ride
2 8:00am|Fairhaven

Bicycle

Downtown
Mountain Boys
2 2:00pm|Nancy's Farm

NookChat
2 3:00pm|Everson

Library

Moon Walk
2 4:00pm|Whatcom

County

Nature of Writing
2 4:00pm|Village Books

Mystic Music
2 5:30pm|Pickford Film

Center

The Gateway Show
2 8:00pm|Upfront

Theatre

Tomorrow

Cross-Country

Menu


