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ON STAGE

Challenge America
A world of learning
By Amy Kepferle Thursday, February 26, 2015

When Kuntz and Company founder Pamela Kuntz found out her dance and

community organization had quali�ed for a $10,000 grant from the

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) as part of a “Challenge America”

competition, she and her crew promptly got things rolling. The �rst of

three dance residencies takes place this week with both public

performances and classes at local schools throughout Whatcom County.

Cascadia Weekly: What were the parameters of the “Challenge America” grant? 

Pamela Kuntz: This grant is speci�cally for bringing the arts to

underserved populations—communities that have fewer opportunities to

experience artistic excellence due to things like geography or economics.

Bellingham may be sandwiched between two larger cities with loads of
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opportunities to see great dance, but here in Bellingham we get very little

professional dance—and we get very little dance from di�ferent cultures.

CW: You focused on ” “Bringing world Dance Traditions to Whatcom County.”

What was the impetus behind this? 

PK: I teach a course in the dance program at WWU called “Movement and

Culture.” In this course, we bring in various guest artists to share their

movement traditions. We all learn so much from these artists. Meanwhile,

my children attend Carl Cozier, and that school is just now transitioning to

the International Baccalaureate curriculum.

The more I read about that journey, the more excited I became for my

children. Those two truths created the perfect storm. I started to visualize

Movement and Culture in my children's school as well as other

communities in Bellingham.

CW: From Feb. 25-27, the �rst of three dance residencies will happen at schools

throughout Whatcom County. What are you hoping those who take part in the

classes or performances come away with? 

PK: The �rst residency is with Silvio Aleixo dos Reis, a Capoeira Mestre from

Brazil who currently lives in Seattle. He has dedicated the last 25 years of

his life to Capoeira. He is a fantastic teacher and artist. I hope people come

away with a desire to learn more about the people in our world. I hope

people become curious and investigate this tradition and the people who

created it.

CW: For those not in the know, what is Capoeira? 

PK: Capoeira Angola is an Afro-Brazilian art form—a �luid, rhythmic

martial art; a ritual; a dance of deceptive vulnerability, wit and grace. The

intricate movements of Capoeira Angola weave tradition, history,

spirituality and philosophy into a uniquely beautiful “game.” Like many

Africa-based traditions, it is orally transmitted from masters to students.

Capoeira was used by enslaved Africans in Brazil to �ght against colonial

oppression. A�ter emancipation of the slaves, Capoeira continued to

develop in Brazil; however, it was outlawed for almost 400 years and so it

was practiced in secret.
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CW: You told me that “these events are really for people who don't normally get

arts programming.” How does it make you feel to be able to provide an event like

this for them? 

PK: I am happy about this. I am glad the NEA created this opportunity and

am thrilled they saw Bellingham and Kuntz and Company as a good

candidate.

CW: Your $10,000 NEA grant was matched by local entities and individual

donors. Why do you think they stepped up to the plate? 

PK: I think people see and understand the importance of the arts in our

culture and other cultures. I also think people understand that not

everyone has access and if they are able to help they do.

CW: What will be the focus of the other two residencies, and when will they take

place? 

PK: Bhangra is the tradition we will experience in early May. Bhangra is a

dance tradition from the Punjab region of northern India and Pakistan. In

the fall of 2015, we are bringing Etienne Cakpo from Benin, West Africa. He

currently lives in Seattle and has a dance company called Gansango. I can't

wait to watch people watch these artists.

  ¬  â
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